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+ of the 20 Jube, 
VAT Lad I EhaGk; whith 454 
latte inconfiderabÞ ville.” From thence I 
ſet out ner möinng For. Hudwitkfweld, 
the diſtance fity — 
ex ef twb Gage. The night of the #RT laid 
{| Dilſhs; pb ibn nb dyutrbgy 
tainous, like Daene Wt nor better ecki. 
vated; in ſome of the vad are final v 
the inhabitants of ſotie of which have 1 
ms, but, Edo not think, reden der 
fious in the ef then, as their 
neighbours oF Dalecatlſa.” PDilfbo ftands on 
2 er hear the Baltik, and has à harbour, | 


that admits ſhips of two hundred tons bur. | 


then, any trade at it: 
nor nd Ms, a weft Files for 2 Id ef 
amber, but it is ſeldem. From thence to 


3... Hud- 


— — 
plenty of trefoil; it is a. fort, not com- 


am, a5 the cul- 


2 
” - 
1 1 r 5 
and + 8 -. 
- - 


, tha leman's ſeat is. 
The firſt of July I got to Tuna, the diſtance 
from Hudwickſwald rhirty-fix miles. _= 
; SEV -S . gt of it marſhy, 
dry : a good deal of the latter 15 culti- 
vated, lemen's houſes. 1 


be 
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being forced ta find the money, which ĩs very 
ſcarce here. They cultivate large quantities. 
of corn, and many turneps and carrots; and 
have the art of fattening oxen with theſe rocts 
in winter, by boiling and maſking them, and 
then mixing ſome meal of barley or oats with 
them: with this food their oxen and their hags 
| fatten very quickly, and they reckon, if the 
crop of roots is good, it proves, in this way of 
uſing it, one of the beſt a farmer can cultivate. 
They do not uſe wood-afhes in this country, 
which is ſo principal a manure in moſt of the 
parts of Sweden, through which I have paſſed, 
but depend totally on dung, which they mix. 
up with earth, and think, it thus exceeds any 
other manure, that can be had. The dung 
of ſwine they reckon the moſt powerful. 
1 reached Horſten the ad; and, fixing my 
hed inthe houſe of a civil peafant, made enqui- 
nes after M. de Verſpot. I was informed, that 
he lived about cight miles from thence; that 
all Horſten belonged to him, and alſo many 
more villages in the nei that he 
bad the greateſt eſtate in this country; was 
infinitely beloved, being a good friend to all 
the peaſants, and encouraging them in every 
thing. The 3d in the morning, I ſet out for 
his houſe, and got there by breakfaſt. I was 
introduced to him in company of his wife, 
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aud fit Gr ſeven children of different ages; 
atid delivering M. le Count de Robctllev's 
letter, he read it with ſeeming pleaſure; and 
with the utmoſt politeneſs welcomed me ts 
Raveſburg, the name of bis ſeat. The 
Count had fully explained to him therhotives 
of my travels through Sweden, vrhictx hewwas 
pleaſed to commend very much. He is a laſty 
man, of about fifty years of age, withra ſiiſd 
open, manly countenance, that prejudices. ane, 
at firſt fight, in his favour. He ſpeaks Freheli 
fluently; had been in England, but not long 
enough to learn the language. He made many 
etiquifics after M. de Roncellen, and his im- 
provements, while we breakfafted; faid, that 
he had not been able of ſome years to pay 
him a vifie, but that he hoped'once more to 
have that pleaſure if he lived. He told me, 
he had a packet for me, directed under my 
name, An Enght on his travels 
through Sweden. This he gave me in the after- 
| Noon, and I found it a letter from Baron 
Miſtler at Stockholm, with caſh to the amount 
of forty-ſeven pounds, the product of the ſale 
of chaiſe and horſes, which I thought a very 
good return in Sweden. M. de Verſpot aſked 
me concerning my route; and was much ſur- 
prized, at findingthat Thad penetratedthrough 
the whale province of Delacarlia. He ſaid, 

—_— it 
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it was a bold undertaking, and tho' he had 
travelled through moſt parts of Sweden, yet he 
had ſeen very httle of that province. I gave 
him a curſory account of what I had remarked 
among the peaſants there, with which he 
ſeemed to be pleaſed; and attended very much 
to what I mentioned of their huſbandry. He 
kid, that I had feen fuch great things at the 
Count de Roncellen's, that every thing, he 
| could ſbew me, would appear ſmall; tho be 
had ſome improvements, which perhaps I 
might like to ſee; as I appeared to be fond of 


"He then told me, that for twenty years he 
attended the of Sweden, as a ſe- 
nator, and was long anxious to oppoſe a party, 
that ſeemed determined on the ruin of their 
country ; but ng, after a ſtruggle of 
many years, that the voice of prudence and 
moderation was ſo little liſtened to, he took a 
long farewell of them, and retired to this 
eſtate, determining to make a country life, 
which was beforeonlyaceſſation from buſineſs, 

the only buſineſs of his life; and fince he took 

that reſolution, he has adhered to it without 
: once quitting it; and from the factions, which 
have ariſen ſince his departure, he has had 
continual reaſon to rejoice at the determina- 
tion. He has found, in the obſcurity oftheſe 
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fieuntion of which is one of the moſt romantic, 
I everdeheld. tis a very large quadrangulat 
4 evart, ſituated on the fide 
of a vaſt mountain, near the bottom, but not 
| — as met to command a great view in 
front : a late track of falling ground parte 
the ouſe from: a very beautiful Ake, four 
miles long, and one and an half broad, in 
which aro ſeveral lofty iflands, covered with 
wood, in one of which M. de Verſpot has 
built a ſuntmer-houſe,  delicioufty fituated : 
on the other ſides of this lake, the commry is 
extretnely various, either irregular vales, or 
Hills rifing very boldly, and in general covered 
thick with wood: the whole country belongs 
entirely to him for ſeveral miles every way: 
en the ſide of one of the hills, leſs ſteep than 
the reſt, he has built a new village, of above 
fventy houſes; which being raiſed of a white 
tons, has a moſt cheartul and ap- 
pearance. In the lake he has a ſmall ſhip of 
two maſts, carrying ten braſs cannon ; three 
floops, and various boats; all which add un- 
commonly to the beauty of the ſcene. In a 
word, it put me more in mind of a nobleman's 
ornamented feat, in a wild part of Britain, 
than any place, I had ſeen, ſince I left Eng- 
nd. We rambled for ſome miles about this 
fine, wild, and romantic ſcene; aud returning 


N E DEN. AT u% 
to dinner, Madam de, Veripes alkene how 
L iked Ravefburg? I replied, IL chest in 
the moſt beautiful, and at the ſame-thite,, the 
moſt romantic place L had ever ſeen in my 
life. At which compliment, the uideed the 
mere unaffected idea I hath of the plate, ihe 


5 1 and I chavght her haſhemd 


very. fortuna, in having a hdy that could 
hh theſe ſans of on beentics, anden: 
— 


capital. . 201 ) 5 155» : | | 
M.. de Verner bes io very Plein 
Ar che ſame time, clegaad file. Ain table 
is ſpread with alk the delicacies, whiabatcan 
procure in this northern climate ; he has a 
- tha fineſt wines in Europe, and his aha fur- 
niſhes him with admirable . -Hiſ eſtabhſh- 
ment may be gueſſed, when L mention his 
having above ſeventy menial ſervants in the 
houſe, ons of whom has the title of captain 
of the guard, after the cuſtom. of Sweden, 
who has a table, at which is his ſecretary, and 
two chaplains; and beſides this, there are five 
other tables kept; at the loweſt of which, 
all the peaſants, who pleaſe to come, are 
indiſcriminately admitted; and their num- 
ber is very often great, even to ſome hun- 
dreds ; but that is only. on feſtivals ; how- 
ever, ſome take advantage of the. admiffion 
every day in the year. Tbe houſe was built 


* 
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by himſelf from the ground, and the fituation, 
RJ — 


large; I think, 

longing to a ſubject, 
Which 1 have any where ſeen: there is a fuite 
of eleven rooms, fronting the lake, not one of 
which is lefs than 40 feet long by 30 broad ; 
they are all well furniſhed, each with two 
ſtoves are at each end of the room; and in 
all theſe ftoves, and chimnies, as well as in 
every room in the houſe, are conſtant fires 
all winter. I am convinced, that in fuch a fa- 
mily as this, the depth of winter would be 
the ſeaſon to enjoy the hoſpitality of the 
owner. ' My only doubt is, whether they 
kate airy collins, fafficient to make that 
2 vs 

An the morning, M. de Verſpot made ſeve- 
ral enquiries of me concerning various objects, 
which I had examined in my travels in Flan- 
ders, Germany, and Denmark; when I de- 
{cribed to him the encouragements, allthe uſe- 
ful arts had lately met with in the laft of thoſe 
countries : he Gi; thet formerly the Swoles 
much excelled the Danes in every thing; 
they were equally ſuperior in war, commeree, 


and agriculture; but fince faction has uſurped 


— 
* 


whereas the caſe is very different SY 
We have had our encouragements too, but the 
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fordha abrantags. ofthe efiugca.tf thoenators; 
than farithat of the people at Hg. 
2 —— 
Aid. of his run unprovemetits, he anfwer- 
ed, I will ſhew you, to-morrow 'a 
lunge tratk, of cultivated country, near this 
Er. when) I need the thine; 
—ͤ—— — 
theſe uns into. anpabvement. - Kfy 
ä 
— Iivedglonger thun mine, would be too ſhort to 
— Impbade ane but Fam net idle. I deep 
— improvidg++doing that Und. firſt; that lies 
l I amnutan enemy 
and that bey are danfined tu land, which-is 
zedpranes For corn and graſa. Qur firs. ad 
pincs:thewe 2s well, or I think tether better, 
r — 


— — ; 
the whole growth, which is the: cuſtom of 
this country. I an acre of land has thirty 
trees am ãt, that will turn out profitable to cut: 


the general way of the county is to cut 
down all, to take away the beſt, and reduce 


the reſt to aſhes, for manuripg the land; the 
od. 


1:5 $M. 2 D.. 1: 


——— —— 0 markers 
and a always i: poficfian af aa many vert 
| at one time, as at anotliegs' inſtead of having 


— — 
] have: remarked, ja, attendidg to the fh 
around the woods; I keep all mins in as good 
order as thoſe which ſurround my corn : cut 
love tu baue in woods, but the miſehief 
they do is incredible: upon myp;ſyitem; I'd. 


e abutiiizs mobs cdas- 
meniway, I pord be prently dilappointed 
ins . 1 
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: this is one reaſon, why a 
long, before it decomes 

| 1 growth of wood. But 
I mae it + rele, as faſt as I advatice my 
improvements, to leave no waſtes behind me. 
2 for cor or GUINE- 
cloſe, with the fame attention, as my other 
Cn branes — — 
they preſently become as good woods, 
= my eltate. For other purpoles, 
than the or ule of fine-timber, 
Ereferve the woods, that are fituated bm places, 
which would admit 2 profitable-culrare of 
corn or » theſe I root out entirely, as 
they are wanted; and, as ff a they we Cler- 


way eſtate, through which Ludvance my:im- 
indeed, in a country, "where they are fo dma- 
zingly plentiful, will not pay me near ſo good 
oy extrrated Tand; but then, all 
they do pay, is clear profit, for I leave them 
no Where, — 
Fram thisconreation of M de Verſpor, 1 


SWE D E N. | x7 
them.—** You will ſee,” faid he, good 
common huſbandry, exerciſedoveralargetrack 
of land; but that fight to an Engliſhman is 
nothing; he ſees it almoſt overa whole king- 
dom. I am fo unfortunate, as to be at a diſ- 
tance from the ſea ; our river, which carries 
down' floats of timber, is of excellent. uſe : 
but had I the opportunity, which. my excel- 
| lent friend Roncellen has, I would attempt to 
rival him. My eſtate would alone, furniſh 
employment for ten fail of ſtout ſhips for a 
century to come: had I the conveniency of a 

„I ſhould form a exportation of va- 
= products, * be an improve- 
ment, which nothing elſe can equal. 

M. de Verſpot ordered an early breakfaſt, 
that, we. might heve.the hanger axons 
fore dinner. I was apologizing for being 
troubleſome to him; but he. faid,—* You 
are much miſtaken, Sir, ſo far from being a 
trouble; it is giving me the pleaſure of a com- 
panion in my uſual ride, for I am never in 
the houſe from breakfaſt.to dinner.” MY 

In the , we mounted, and he con- 
ducted me about a mile and half through the 
ornamented environs I mentioned before, and 
then came into a part of the lands, which he 


cultivates himſelf. The ſituation of the 


pound ih —— * of Taye goals 
Vo. III. 
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hills and plains, entirely in culture. The 
fields were all regularly diſpoſed in ſquares or 
oblongs; the fences regular and admirable ; 
neat, and all painted white, very much in the 
manner and of many ornamented 
farms, 1 have ſeen in England. The inclo- 
fures were in general of twenty-or thirty 
acres. The foil is a light loam upon a rock 
or flint, of various „ but ſeldom lefs 
than ſix inches. M. de Verſpot obſerved, 
that the depth was not of any material conſe- 
quence, except for carrots, turneps, and ſome 
in only fix inches depth, tho” not fo greatly 
as when deeper. The fields were covered 
with wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans, buck- 
wheat, carrots, turneps, clover, trefoil, & r. 
and many of them in natural graſs. The 
Crops were all exceeding vigorous, and ſupe- 
rior to any thing in appearance, not only that l 
had lately ſeen, but alſo to moſt, that I reeol - 
lected having taken any notice of in England. 
4 be frm or that this northern 
crops, which I then 
| «© Sir, 2 
opinion; I have heard it from ſeveral, and read 
much the fame ideas in many books; nothing 
fo common as, in the deſcrigtion of countries, 
22 2 to 
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to read of the climate being fo ſevere, that the 
inhabitants muſt live 2 on fiſhing and 
hunting, or produces only a few oats; twen- 
ty books, in my library, tell me, that wheat 
will not ſucced higher in Sweden, than the 
Exticth degree of latitude. I am convinced, 
that the bounty of Providence is ſuch, that all 
kinds of corn, pulſe, and roots, which are 

now on my farm, will grow every where; 
the great thing is to conſult the nature of the 
climate in the mode of culture. 
In Sweden, our winters are extremely ſe- 
vere, and they come with but little interven- 
tion of autumn; they likewiſe go away ſud- 
denly, without fuch a gradation of ſpring, as 
you have in England: ſpring and autumn, 
you muſt well know, are, in warmer climates, 
the principal ſeaſons for moſt of the operations 
of tillage : we are not totally without them, 
as fome authors aſſert, but their duration is 
very ſhort. As ſoon as the fun has thorough- 
ly thawed the earth, and it is in order for til- 


lage, that is the time to ſow, nee I 


well ; but the great object is the preparation 
of the land, in the little autumn we have. 
The field, which they fowin ſpring, 


2» A that 
the 
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the products are ſmall, not from the fault of 
the land, but for want of better tillage. The 
power of the ſun, coming after the froſts of 
winter, with 'the one ploughing they give 
their fields, ſets all the weeds looſe; and they 
vegetate with vigour, like every thing elſe ; 
oftentimes to the deſtruction of the crop. But 

my method has uſually been to be very expe- 


| $itious; the moment harveſt is over, I plough 


the ſeeds and roots of wheat 
I plough and fow in the fpring 


up all my ſtubbles, before the froſt catches me: 
by this means, when it comes, it has the 
greater effect; but the princi uſe of it is, 

» before 
\ which they 
will not a tenth part do, if the land wes not 
ſtirred in autumn; by turning them in, at the 
fame time, that I ſow my corn, they are kil- 
led, and the crops ſucceed as clean, © 
now ſee them.” | 
This conduct ſtruck me very much, as it 
at once to be founded, not only in 


but good ſenſe. Upon my aſk- 


experience, 
ing him, if he thought ploughing up of ſtub- 
bles in autumn, would be a good practice, 


where the fame inducement did not hold 


equally ſtrong, that is in milder. climates, 
ſuch as England? There is not, replied he, 


the ſame reaſon for it, becauſe your ſpring al- 
lows you to plow your land as often as you 
pleaſe, 


SWE D EF N. 21 


pleaſe, before you ſow, conſequently the weeds 
may be deſtroyed: yet I ſhould follow the 
rule even in that climate; becauſe by plough- 
ing before winter (for which likewiſe you 
have whatever time you want) the froſts will 
have much more power over the ſoil, in break- 
ing and fweetening it; fo that lefs tillage 
n and the weeds alſo 
grow much more, which will render it fo 
much the eaſier to kill them.” What the 
practice of our Engliſh farmers is in this caſe, 
I do not know: but it appears to be a point | 
of conſiderable importance, | 
„ M. de 
Verſpot obſerved, that of all his grain, nothing 

paid him better than wheat; tho' among the 
common farmers, they are much inclined to 
think that oats anſwer as well, from the large- 
neſs of the produce, which is much greater 
than wheat. My oat crops generally yield 
me five or fix quarters an'acre; my barley, 
rather more than four; wheat yields two and 
an half; peas as much; beans four; and buck- 
wheat four. "Theſe crops ſeeming to me to be 
very conſiderable, I aſked him, if he did not 
manure very richly for them; and how he ma- 
naged in this reſpec, as he did not uſe wood- 


aſhes in the large quantities of the common 
farmers ? 


whole 
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«« depend, replied he, entirely upon dung, 
formed into compoſts with the earth, I dig in 


fants, of manuring with uch quantities of 
wood-aſhes; firſt, they ſpoil, for ages, large 
tracks of wood land, for they not only carry 
away all the aſhes, but all the ſurface of the 
foil with them; and I find my woods too pro- 
fitable to deſtroy, without, at the ſame time, 
gaining either graſs or arable in the room of 
them: ſecondly, they d fo much on 
theſe aſhes, that they are apt to neglect the 
_ article of cattle, as they can manure their 
lands without them: but I think it an infi- 
- nite loſs, not not only to themſelves, but to the 
kingdom, to adopt any ſyſtem, that leſ- 
| ſens the general ſtock of cattle; I think, they 


form the moſt profitable part of huſbandry ; 
ae 


portance to the farmer, in the profit they 
yield, they are to the ftate the foundation of 
the manufactures of wool and leather, which 
in all countries are of ſuch uence. Nor 
Jo their benalts flaps here: for our corn fields 
are jndehted to them for the fineſt crops, that 
cover them. Did the peaſants depend on their 
dung alone for manuring, they would keep 
more cattle, and ihen their general huſbandry 
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would be much improved. In allmyimprove- 
ments, when I the quantities of 
wb opt th el, Ima the) 
dation of an 

of dung IO we FRE provkde od fo 
. 

me the requiſite quantity of dung. 1 
carried this idea into practice theſe many 
years, and always found it uniformly profit- 
able.” 

Upon my enquiring further into this ſyſ- 
tem, he went on A very little attention 
would enable our peaſants to conceive the full 
extent of this management, and act accord- 
ingly. They all of them keep their cattle, 
and know well enough bow to crop their fields 
for the maintenance of them, . ſo that they 
would only have to proportion their ground 
to a greater number, They all of them fee] 
the advantage of keeping cows, hogs, oxen, 
and mapy of them ſheep; they find nothing 
of a readier fale, and in many ſituatious, they 
are the only commodities, which, for want of 
roads, can be brought to market. And tho? 
our winter is very long, and the maintenance 
of them at that ſeaſon trouhleſome and expen 
ſive, yet there are few cold climates, that pro- 
duce better crops for keeping them; and it 


is in (he winter lines ther the denghis cos 


C4 made 
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made, which axe of ſuch great value to all our 
_ crops. Our Swediſh turneps, of which we 
have two forts, is a tnoſt valuable crop; when 
prepared for, by ſufficient p loughings and ma- 
nure, it yields a vaſt produce, LT keep 
ſound through the ſharpeſt winter : for the 
faxe of tilling my land, and being able to get 
at the crop at all times, I generally lay them 
up in barns, fo as to be very handy for feed- 
ing all ſorts of cattle on the ſpot. We have 
the plants which you in England callthekales, 
that is, cabbages, which do not turn in with 
hard heads, but are -all compoſed of open 
leaves; theſe vegetate all winter through, and 
the ſnows muſt be uncommonly deep, to pre- 
vent our getting at them. Carrots, I lay by in 
ſtores, in the ſame manner, as turneps: then 
we have plenty of hay and ſtraw, in common 
with other countries; ſo that I muſt confeſs, I 
fee no reaſon for aur complaing in Sweden, 
nor any difficulty, which our induſtrious far- 
mer can find, 1 
| yous herds of cattle. An acre of 
carrots will winter-feed four cows, if they 
have a good portion of hay, and as much 
ſtraw as they like; but without any hay at all, 
they will keep three; which is very conſider- 
able, and ſhews, what may be done by a ſpi- 
rited induſtry. Our kale grows into ſuch fine 


Crops, 
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crops, that, with ſtraw, an aere of it will 
winter fix ſheep ; ſwine are kept in the moſt 
advantageous manner poſſible on carrots, and 
even fattened upon them to great profit. - But 
all theſe crops, to be confiderable, ought to 
be very well tilled and amply manured; and 
if the peaſants are reſtrained from wood-aſhes, 
and have not any cattle, from whence is this 
manure to come? Hence it is, that cattle 
enable you to keep cattle; ſo that the more 
they keep, the more they might keep, if the 
dung is properly applied. 

Another great 2 
n ing great — | 
2 te — — wy" ny 
aur cattle all winter long, which, in 
the rafing much manure, is an advantage of 
the moſt valuable kind. They are to be gain- 
ed in almoſt any quantities; but our p 
— —ñ— des ar 
ought; moſt of them lay in a few loads, but 


not a tenth part | ſyſficient to make as 
much dung as they might. I keep all my 


cattle littered up to their bellies, the whole 
winter 


through; by which means, my dung- 
** of which 
che 
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the land is capable of yielding. So that I am 
confident, there is no abſolute occaſion for ſuch 
quantities of wood aſhes, as the Swediſh pea- 
fants ſo much depend-on.” 

From the view I had of M. de Verſpet's 
fields, as well as from his converfation, I was 
extremely clear, that no man could know bet- 
ter than he, how to raiſe great crops of all 
forts; but I defired to know, where he found 
a market for his products, for I found, he had 
four thoufand acres in his own hands. 
4 do not, replicd he, meet with any diſſi- 
_ culty in that point; my improvements in huſ- 
 bandry, and in ornamenting the lands around 
my houſe, with the number of people that 
inhabit it, all together form a very confider- 
able confumption, and the reſt is fold by my 
agents to whoever will purchaſe: much is 
bought, to ſupply the miners in the moun- 
tains; and yet more finds its way down the 
river by Tuna, and fo to ſea, to the towns 
upon the coaſt. If I had a port, fo conveni- 
ently ſituated, as to make it adviſeable to keep 
ſhipping of my own, I ſhould be able to gain 
a much higher price; but as I meet at pre- 
ſent with rates, that anſwer very well to me, 
and I have neither trouble nor chances, I am 
- contented; but if the people on my eſtate in- 
creaſe in future, as they have done lately, the 

TIO wh 
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whole country will find a market at home, 
ſuperior to any thing they can get abroad. 

VN end Ger r 
po, RT ED: 
areaſing population it every other 
; and that moſt other improvements 

will followof courſe, provided the population, 
ſo gained, is founded on > that is, a 
certainty of food. I have never formed any 
n 
* rovement of the foil was the firſt and 
mod profitable bufineſs the people could be 
employed in; and that till huſbandry- im- 
provements were advanced to the utmoſt 
a Rach, all the hands, employed in the ma- 
nufaftures, were ſo much loſs to the ſtate. 
„This reaſoning, Iknow, I am particular in; 
it will give offence to you, and would give 
yet more to a Frenchman.— But whether I 
am right or wrong, is not a point of any con- 
ſequence, finge they generally eftabliſh them- 
ſelves without your aſſiſtance. The number 
ler 


are 


induced ſeveral undertakers to fix ſome fabrics 


in my villages; there are ſome of woollen 
cloth, of leather, linen, hats, and hardware: 


* 1 


8 TRAVELS THROUGH 
JN to thi deinend; and pope" 
tion has created them; and I have no doubt, 
but they will increaſe, as the population of my 
it in all caſes, that if you work ſuch improve- 
ments in agriculture, as greatly increaſes the 
number of people, fuch improvements will 
themſelves do all the reft ; they will eſtabliſh 
they arrive at a certain degree, and wealth 
zoned muſt be the conſequence. Nor 
fliould we forget, that when theſe kind of ad- 
vantages take place of themſelves, and gra- 
dually, we may be ſure, they are natural, and 
permanent, and not exotics, planted by an an- 
xious hand, and cheriſhed by an unremitting 
attention: ſuch muſt be more valuable, and 
always more certain in their nature and con- 
ſequences; and- conclude from hence, that 
the ſolicitude, diſcovered at preſent in ſeveral 
2 of Europe, for eſtabliſhing manufac- 
their policyia found, manufaBtures will come 
of courſe ; if they do not come, it is proof 
tufficient, that they ought not, as the hands, 
. whichthey wouldemploy, on 
ing the ſoil to its utmoſt im t, before 
any thing is done in fabrics.” £ 
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drawn from the example of England and 
Holland ; but they were not of conf 
enough to inſert here. M. de Verſpot 
went on In converſing with ſeveral 
noblemen in Sweden, on the ſubject of im- 
culty, I have heard of, is the getting hands; 


this is an 1 evil. No country could 
be more defolate, or worſe inhabited than 


this, whos . <F-- 
| encouraging 


bers- they wanted: and increaſe > wg 28 
quickly as den plcaſed to any height. Tam 


e nothing more. in wanting, 
than the im of land. 
"Hao raid 
farm, we returned to dinner; and ſpent the 
remainder of the day in converſing on theſe 
jects. I found him quite enthuſiaſtical in 
favour of agriculture ; but muſt fay, that I 
believe he would not, if he had the direction of 
te affairs of Sweden, carry theſe ideas excly: 


fively 


but from my own experience Lam clear, that 
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fively too far, and neglect manufaftures and 
commerce too much. 
| The next morning, he carried me over a 
different part of his farm, and ſhewed me the 


improvement of a very large marſh, by drain- 
ing. It was converted 1 into a very profitable 


dntions of virions writers to the teſt, to ſee 
hat truth there is in their aſſertions: he is 
now trying ſome artifical graſſes, not yet com- 
mon in Sweden, particularly fainfoine, eſpar- 
cette, lucerne, and eytiſſus, of all which he 
had ſmallparcels, but he did not ſeem to ſpeak 
favourably of them, from what they had hi- 
therto premiſed. He had alſo under culture 
ſeveral plants from Siberia, and different ſorts 
of wheat, to ſee, which would agree beſt with 
the climate. Here was alſo a ſet of trials 
upon dung, in order to diſcover what was the 
proper quantity for an acre of land. I muſt 
own, that this field pleaſed me better than any 
one I had ever viewed in my life. M. de Ver- 
ſpot here gained moſt of his the 
culture of it is immediately under his own in- 
! — without he is 

* preſent ; 


preſent 3 and by repeating and varying his 
trials, he is able to decide in every inſtance, 
= Soles ths BH a. He ob- 
| ſerved to me, that no farmer ſhould be with- 
out a piece of » which he dedicates to 
this uſe; mne 
idea of any im ts, or them 
lere 
unſucceſsful, would be injurious to him : a 
remark, which is certainly juſt.— The evening 
of this day was alſo ſpent in converſation, 
vhich I found very inſtructive. 

The 6th, I took my leave of him, after ex- 
preſſing how much I was obliged to him for 
my reception at „and inviting 
hun, in caſe he ſhould ever come into Eng- 
land again, or any of his friends, to give me 
an opportunity of returning it. I had enquir- 
ed of him ci the northern provinces 
of Sweden; and he aſſured me, that I ſhould 
chat as my route was to Peterſburgh, Ihadbet- 
ter keep pretty near the coaſt of the Baltic, 
through the two Bothnias, down to Finland, 
and through Nyland and Carelia ; in which 
journey, Iſhould have an opportuuity of ſeeing 
W 
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LEFT Raverſburgh -the 6th, 8 
for Hernoſand on the Baltic, in the pro- 
vince of Angermanaa, the diſtance fixty miles, 
which took me two days, through a country 
very much like that, about M. de Verſpot, but 
very differently cultivated: ſpots in the vales 
were by peaſants, who all ſeemed to 
Gn fremers, but they had nothing that 
ſtruck me in their - Hernoſand 
is a ſmall iſland in the gulf; is the capital 
of the province, and has a little trade in iron 
and timber, and ts a port, to which ſome fmall 
_ craft come, that ply backwards and forwards 
from Stockholm. It might be of very great 
advantage, that fo large a part of this king- 


dom is fituated on the Baltic, and ſurrounds 
_ the 


country in Er 
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the gulf of Bothnia in ſuch à manner, that a 
quick and eaſy communication is kept up be- 
tween province and province, and between 
them all, and the capital. I know of ſcarcely 
any country, that has the of fuch a 
navigation, as this gulf, which is ſurrounded | 
by fo many provinces. 
The 8th, I reached Scenfio, a little village 
on the bay of the gulf, the inhabitants of 
which ſupport themſelves chiefly by fiſhing ; 
great quantities of which they dry” Tor Inatr 
winter - and there are ſome ſorts, 
which, when dried, they pull in pieces, and 
grind, and then make up in balls of fiſh bread, 
being mixed with a portion of barley meal. It 
is a very odd, and I ſhould a a very 
unwholeſome diet. They have but little idea 
of here; which would make one 
think, that it is in general carried on in the 
villages, merely as a means of exiſtence, by 
raifing food, and ſeldom; as a trade, where - 
with to get money, in order to purchaſe ne- 
_ ceffaries. The peaſants, in every part of Swe- 
den, go to market for fewer commodines, than 
we; in England, can have any conception of. 
Their huſbandry, hunting or fiſhing, feeds 
them; moſt of their is A their on 
manufacture; many of them with wooden 
ſhoes of their on making fo that t and 
Vor. III. ſorye 


D 
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ſome brandy are the chief articles, that many 
of them pur — This was a journey of 
near forty miles. The gth, I went near as far 
to get to Grunſud: the country is chiefly peo- 
pled with fiſhermen, but they have more cul- 
ture among them, than in that of yeſterday's 
route. Many of them have little farms, and 
ſeem to be much more at their eaſe, than thoſe 
that are mere fiſhermen. From this place to 
Una in Weſt Bothuia, at the diſtance of ſe- 
Vwenty miles, tak me a day and a half; the 
country is pretty well cultivated. I lodged at 

the houſe of a peaſant, who had a ſmall farm 
| of his own, and is, I believe, the moſt con- 
rented, happy wan in the world. I offered 
n money; but he would take none, ſaying, 
when he trayelled through my country, 
de dared to. fay, 1 ſhould not refuſe him a 
night's lodging, and ſome viftuals——The 
honeſt man did it from a mere principle of 
genuine hoſpitality. Money, faid he, is of 
very little value to me; my farm ſupplies my- 
ſelf and my family with moſt neceffaries ; 
and plenty to fell, for the Ittle we want 
to buy. He had a wife, two ſons, and 
wo daughters; and the whole family ſeemeg 
animated with the father's ſpirit There 
was a chearfulneſs, a health, and an activity 
in them all, that convinced me, they were ſu- 


P ehr happy. The em ployment of the 


3 
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and 
and fiſh, 
2 Ee 
2 — 

do the moſt 


' 


enters, to 
1 
—— de 2K, is one 
"Un dev towns in Welt Bothnia. 
_ - river, which 
— my fark me hk 
It is ſituated 8 
falls into the gulf: * 
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ſhips, and the place. has a pretty briſk trade 
in timber, iron, pitch, tar, &c. and having 
two or three merchants, of large property, to 
whom ſeveral ſhips belong, they: carry on 
here a trade with Holland and England, load- 
around the gulf, and bringing bome a great 
variety of commodities, which they ſell in all 
the ports around the Baltic, in Sweden, Ruſſia, 
| Livonia, Poland, Pruſſia and Germany. It is 
of very great advatitage to a town to be inha- 
bited by a few ſuch extenfive traders; for the 
profits center in it; they employ their townſ- 
men 1n their ſhipping, and export much more 
than would be done, if it were not 
for them. Theſe merchants alſo much enrich 
the place by their ſhip-building ; for they 
have never leſs than thiee or four on the ſtocks 
at a time: theſe ſhips they ſell, wherever they 
can get a market, cargo and all, which they of- 
ten do to good advantage; and this I take to be 
the moſt beneficial commerce, which Sweden, 
or any other country, thataboundswith plenty 
of naval ſtores, can carry on; for by building 
ſhips for fale, ſhe es the i 
3 
employs as many of her people as poſſible: 
| bur when ſhe ſells the timber, iron, pitch, &c. 
— 


give a wiſer bounty wh 

ton, for all ſhi lt 1 the 
ſhips built in a country; it . 

Ns ks ddr Mans | 


the firſt ti 
met with a ſet of cu 
; 3 1 


1 
Felt 
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they had no room for us: tho we offered to pay 
for every thing we ſhould eat and drink, and for 
our horſes, yet it had no effect. Igave a 
r rr 
them to march round, and attack the fortreſs 
in flarik, while remained to ſtorm it in front. 
The plan was executed in a moment: I drew 
my piſtols, preſented them to the breaſt of the 
_ peaſant; my mem bound him hand and foot ; 
nd vs ſecured the women and children, tying 
alt cheir hands behind them, and locking 
them up in a room, with the arm- 
d a ſentinel "over them: then we. took 


vile rrawikon — hide the in- 
hoſpitable owners of the cottage, bound, till 
their neighbours: cloſe to their door, and in 
fight of the road, thould accalentally; come to 
Seorafay is a little town, at the foe. of a 
mountain, with a river running under its 
walls, near as large as the Thames at Chelſea; 
the itees 166 vify deb, ARGUE coveted with 
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from the ſea; theſe load timber chiefly, and 
in general for the Holland market. There 
are not any merchants of ſubſtance - in the 
San, ood thi e av boa 
all regular; - fornetimes they have three or 
four veſſels in port, and they informed me, 
— Gy n none a all were to * 
e — — 
me to Tame through 
about che villages,” there is in general ſoars 
eultivated land; to feed and mai utaĩn 
the inhabitants, and to enable them to buy of 
the ſhipping; whit they watged; which their 
own foil cod net fornifh: There are no ſhips 
or pedlats upon this coaſt, except in the more 
oonſideruble towns: all the and in- 
habitants buy what they. want out of mat 
ſloop traders, which mate annual x 
the gulf of Bothnia from Stockholm. _ 
Place is in 65 degrees of leaf and yet T1 
bandry. — — abare 
to be ſeen to the ſoathward; ind- apparently 
with the fame ſucceſs. . Probably;theinercaſed 
length of day, 'ptoportioned to the degree of 
north latitude, enables them to cultivate tho 
crops of the ſouthern latitudes. BfB is 4 
tender grain, r 
—_ raate 


a-country various; bur 
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mate in Spain than any other; yet they have 
crops of barley dure; and 1 aim affured, 
they alſo ſow it with ſucceſs in Lapland; ſo 
that theſe moſt uſeful plants are, by Provi- 
dence, ſent to almoſt all countries. 
the diftance near 


grounds 


2 8 


. 


SWEDEN. ' a 
8 e 
at the peaſant's ; my reckoning was vez 
reaſonable. aſked the landlord fomequeſtions 
neighbouring country, He faid it was a poor 


mouth of a very fine river, which is 
a good way,: and comes far, from the inner 
parts of Lapland, c. Here is a briſker coaſt 

trade carried on than at Pitha, becauſe the in- 
conkſt of timaber,- pitch and tar, and 4 
furs; which find a good market in the capi- 
advantageous to them; and from the appear- 


. * 


thr their own fubfiltince: there is 
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them very well provided for loading any ſhips 
whatever. They have one or two pretty con- 
federdble  metthatits among them, who 
bud ſkips bete, then load them with tim- 
her, and next; ſind ſhip and eargo to be ls 
in Holland upon commiſhon. The profits 
of this, they faid; ane not great; but when 
_ their ſeamen afe out of employtient, and 
—— —— — bw. 
den ſaerhing for their trouble 2 


ieee, ae © 
re 
Dat e villages in it ; and as to a gentle- 
nn ſeat, I had not Ren one for ſeveral 
dis. 09m r 
vation around their cottages ; pſt 4 


however, to ſhew, that high as the lnirads 
of this country is, (it is about 66®) it would 
produce plentifully for 4 numerous prople 3 
but it is very thinly inhabited Through alt 
the of Sweden that I have yet tra- 
velled, I am convinced, that the 
cauſe of the country bein ſo thinly inhabited, 

x the ſinall number of farmers ; there being 
only peaſants, with land enough round their 

cottages, - for the ſubſiſtance of the 
2 Many of theſe httle ſpots 
_ 


matt, and none of their children 
will ever brook the living ln a worſe man- 
ner, than their fathers did, which ſeems to 
be a prevalent idea amongſt them: ſo that a 
family, in this fituation, ate fure to leave but 
one 7 unleſs fore 
1 Nama: hs 
gined, is not very common. This prevents 
marriages among the ſons; for, as they can- 
not have their own cottages and lands, they 
pens, unleſe by mere accident. But if all 
theſe peaſants lived in hired cottages, with- 
out any hand, and the country was:cultivated 
by great farmers, who could afford to pay 
theta money for their labour, the farmers 
would grow ten times the produce, which is 
confamed; whach- would be = conſtant mo- 
tive to them to increaſe their buſineſs, and, os 
courle, 0 fix their ſons in other farms. 


crea 2s falta could be wilted. 
Torneo ſtands better than any * town 
on the gulf; e of Lapland; which 
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is not inconfiderable in furs, fome of which 
ate very valuable. It lies near three con- 
fiderable rivers, which flow through all Swe- 
diſh Lapland, and open a ſmall commerce 
with Norway and Muſcovite Lapland; fo that 
at Torneo I found more ſhipping, than I had 
ſieen at any place, I had lately been at on this 
ſea. Ships come from Stockholm hither, 
laden with all forts. of neceffaries for theſe 
back in return. Hence the town is tolerably 
of which there are a good number, very rich. 
They build ſhips, and fit them out on trading 
voyapes, and make every effort to employ 
3 abe n 
but, with all their endeavours, they 
3 


further, than what the fame men could carry 
on at any other; which is 
of p 


to a want 
» and wealth in the country be- 
hind them; ſo that they are much limited in 

; the commodities, they export, and alſo in the 


greateſt wants ; and then comes commerce, 
28 — 


in two days. 
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to ſupply the reſt. This 1s the natural chain, 


and it is in vain to think of breaking or re- 
it. 


Jaly 31ſt. left Torneo, and reached Coy- 
rannum, a little town on the coaſt, which is 


ſubſiſted chiefly by fiſhing. The inhabitants, 
in the molt northerly parts of the two Both- 


civil. 9 
| ing like the Swedes in other parts: theſe 
countrymen take hold of yourright-hand, and 
lay it over their left, making ſtrange faces at 
the ſame time. The next town, of the leaſt 
conſequence, is Salo, which carries on a very 
ſmall trade, as they informed me; the di 
| tance is near eighty miles, which I performed 

And here let me fay a word or 
W 
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which have brought me with ſuch expedition 
| ſome of the moſt da roads in 
Europe, and without once having failed us, tho 
i in number; and I think, they look as well, 
as before they ſet out on a journey of ſo many 
hundred miles. I have fo great a value for 
them, that I am determined to carry them to 
; and I am no ſo accuſtomed to the 
| hard exerciſe of riding thirty or forty miles a 
day, that I feel not the leaſt inconvenience 
from it. | 
- Auguſt the ad, I get to Salo; the country, 
through which I travelled, not mountainous, 
being in general a plain, riſing into ſmall 
hills; much of it well cultivated; and, what 
ſarprized me, by farmers, who hire of the 
landlords, conſiderable tracks of land: their 
chief riches are cattle; they have large droves 
of black cattle, many ſheep, and numerous 
herds of hogs. The method, in which theſe 
farmers pay their labourers, the peafants, is 
in kind: thoſe, who attend the ſheep, have ſo 
many kept for them with the farmers; the 
liner wire, wicabe oof 
the cattle, have ſome cows kept for them. 
The landlords rent is paid in corn and cattle. 
All this is neceſſary, in a country, where mo- 
ney is amazingly ſcarce. They fow wheat, 
and all the other forts of grain, pulſe and 
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fine and clean; and I obſerved, that his cork 
fields were very numerous, and of large ex- 
tent, ſpreading over ſeveral hills within fight; 
the ſize of his farm exceeding in the whole a 
thouſand acres, and a great portion of it un- 
der culture. -He gets two quarters of wheat 
an acre, and ſometimes more, three quarters 
of barley and beans, and ſometimes four of 
oats; and his root crops all appeared very- 
good. Ho hd.200, ive woes Greens andoe | 
farms in the neighbourhood, and. that all of 
them belonged to the baron Bothmer, who 
reſided conſtantly at Stockholm; that money 


We ſo ſcarce in this country, that the other 


tenants paid the agent in kind for rent; but 
— — — 
——— and 
this he planned, from having once uſed the 
ſea. All the products of their farms were at 
double the price, at Stockholm, to what the 
3 — This in- 
duced him to buy a ſloop of fifty tons, and to 
hize couple of failors, to try a voyage to 


furs, &c, nd male it up wht elmber. The 
experiment turned out as he could wiſh: he 


kept 


nnr 2» 


kept his ſloop, perſuaded one of the ſailors 
to live with him on ſhore, as well as aboard, 
and made an annual trip upon the fame buſ- 
neſs for ſeveral years, paying his rent in mo- 
ney. He found this ſcheme ſo very advanta- 
geous, that, as his huſbandry increaſe,i by 
improving the bad and waſte lands of his 
farm, he found, he could load his velle} twice 
| befides what he diſpoſed of in the neighbour- 
od; and he has now increaſed it to three 
vbyages, which he makes regularly every 
year, and he himſelf ſells the cargo. 

built a kind of ſhed over a'dry dock, 

he lays up his ſloop, and is very careful of her. 
Shewillnothold out many years longer; how- 
ever, he propoſes buying one of 80 or 100 
tons, finding the method he purſues, of fo much 
r for this ready ſale 
of his products enables him every year to 
make improvements. He has, fince he ated 
thus, improved a piece of the waſte belonging 
to his farm every year; which he will conti- 
nue to do, until all is in culture. I ſhould ob- 
ſerve, that his farm lies remarkably well for 
this work; for it is all on the ſea 
coaſt; and there is a ſmall creek runs up 
into a pent, near his houſe, which has depth 
of water, ſufficient for a ſhip das; 
Vox. III. E dred 
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dred tons; but, at the ſame time, that he en- 
Joys this advantage, there are hundreds of 
other farms, equally well fituated, around the 
gulf of Rothnia, whereof the farmers have no 
nation of ſuch an uſe. 
EF muſt remark, that this inſtance is a proof, 
a po pay ng of 
a regular market 
—U—BV bg oaks, nFuony 
This active and enterprizing man ſtruck out 
ſo original a way of diſpoſing of his products, 
merely ſor mant of a market at home: had he 
been poſſeſſed of that, he certainly would not 
have been at the expence of finding one, at ſo 
great a diſtance. Thus improvements in huſ- 
indeed can be undertaken in their due extent, 
without a market, for the products ſo raiſed, 
| being gained. There are many ways of obtain- 
ing it: the increaſe of population, cauſed by 
the improvements, takes ſome; manufactures, 
to the full amount of the people's wants, pro- 
vide more mouths, which carry off another 
large portion; and then commerce muſt be 
brought in, to carry off the remainder ; firſt, 
by the number of people the fixes on the ſpot; 
and ſecondly, by exportation: then the having 
gained a full market for all, that can be pro- 
duced, is fuch an encouragement to the claſs, 


who 
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without making i it the intereſt of landlords to 
undertake and encourage improvements, be- 
yond that ſtanding intereſt, which the profit 

of tha work fangs carries with it: for in- 
ſtance, it might be adviſeable to hy heavy 
taxes upon waſte lands, as long as con- 
tinued D ; and, in caſe, any old cuſ- 
toms or rights, ſuch as that of commonage 
upon them, ſhould obſtruct fuch beneficial 
Laws, then to aboliſh all fuch antient cuſtoms, 
ay allow every man to incloſe, and do, what 
part of has own 


; vigorous 2prove 
oY io 006 mr les and if the ſub- 
Je& was conſidered, with any degree of atten- 
tion, numerous methods might be found for 
cffeQually anſwering the purpoſe. 

I is, very ſurpriſing, that I ſhould not, i 1 
travelling ſo many miles upon the ſea coaſts 
of Sweden, have met with more inſtances of 
g penetration, than the fingle one of the 
farwes in « queſtion. This ki has a vaſt 
ie of coaſt, numerous bays, gulfs that jet 
far into the provinces, with very many navi- 
gable rivers; and, at the fame time, that theſe 
opportunities are ſo abundant, a vaſt track of 
cguntry lies OBE: to. them, in the higheſt 
din 2 want 
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want of them, and to which they would be 
of ſuch uſe, as to advance the alas of the 
lands very conſiderably. Surely, this ſhould 
be a very great motive to all the Jand- 
lords upon theſe coaſts, who refide upon their 
eſtates, to put in practice, means ſo much at 
1— of advancing the value of 
Nicarlby is a place of no great confidera- 
tion. They told me, it was once a town, 
that carried on a great trade; but when the 
| Ruffians over-run the province, they burnt it 
w the ground, and quite ryined ſeveral of che 
n fince which, it has 
never recovered its trade, the commerce at 
preſent carried on here, not being at all conſ- 
derable. It is not however badly built, and 
the ſtreets are regular. The church is engl, 
but very neat. They have a trifling manufse- 
ture of very coarſe woollen goods, for the 
ſupply of fthe neighbouring. country; but it 
does not ſeem to be in a * fitua- 
tion. 
The 6th, en Vero! alter Rec Noh 
on the gulf, with an exceedin g good port, and 
a tolerably built quay, which? is the only good 
ſtreet in the town. There is a little trade 
upon the coaſt, and to Stockholm, which 
cdaliſts * of timber. There are not 
E 3 above 
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above ſeven ot eight bundred fouls 1 in the 
>» 2, and it appears to be but a poor one. 
aſſa Menne is a placa 


of greater note; it has more trade; and ſe: 
veral merchants, tolerably wealthy, inhabit it, 


wha have ſhips of their own, in which they 


export large quantities of timber; but they. 
want a home demand, to load their veſſels hack 


again; for the country behind the town, after 


any cultivnted ſpots or villages, and reaches 
ee 
ſeveral Ruffian provinces, at the 

near ſeven hundred miles, and ſcarcely any 
inhabitants t bs found. the whale wp 


2 I ideally by. this wager 


of the jun came in. to inform me, that in 


in the 


_town, 8 at a club, who, underſtand- 


 quainted 1 a Swediſh club, and therefore 5 


returned for anſwer, that I ſhould, be very 
bappy, in waiting on. them; but, it was my 
misfortune, nat. to underſtand Swediſh, and 1 


_ hr Ar Ge, wi 


next room were 3 ſer of gentlemen of the 


SR 4. —_ „% 2 3 


ABS * 1 vs” MEN : 


3 


with me; if not, defired I would bring ay 


SWEDEN. nh 
had no interpreter but my ſervant. They te- 
that if I underſtood French, they 
among them, who could converſe 


interpreter. This was very well; ſo J went 
to them, and upon my entering the room, 
they all aroſe, and received me after the man- 
ner of the country. There were nine of 


them; one, who . 


21 — ra 


had formerly been captain of a merchant ſhip; 
and I obſerved, that they gave him the title of 


ther a reflection. er * 
a hvely,, talkative fellow, had travelled 
almoſt every part of the world; and as ſuch 
extenfive travelling, tho' alward a merchant 

ſhip, is very uncommon, uv the remote pro- 
vinces of Sweden, I perceived, they confidered 


him almoſt as an oracle, and gave way to his 


opinion in moſt points. He craved my name, 
my country, and my buſineſs 1n Sweden, tho' 
in 2 good-natyred way. Upon my ſatisfying 
ham 10 all theſe particulars, and his informing 

E 4 his 
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his friends of it, I found, I gained much in all 


their good graces, by thinking their country 
worth viewing thro? curiofity. The reſt of 


ce company appeared to be merchants, cap- 


_ taips of ſhips, and the better fort of ſhop- 
keepers, but all decently and neatly dreſſed, 
and ſeemed, from the manner in which things 
were conducted, to be people of ſubſtance. 
The worſt of their company was their pipes; 
on rem os yarn; A} 
the room was but a ſmall one, I thought, I 
ſhould have been ſuffocated at firſt, They 
made many enquiries after England, and our. 
manners and cuſtoms in many particulars; in 
which I ſatisfied them, much to their appa- 
rent entertainment. I, in my turn, queſtion- 
ed them about the manufactures and com- 
merce of their town and and 
they gave me an account of every thing, 
they could, and I believe, a very juſt one. 
They faid, the trade of their town was at a 
very low ebb; that it. was tog inconſiderable 
a place, and the country around it too thinly. 
inhabited, to furniſh much trade; but that 
they traded a good deal all around the Bal- 
tic, being fatisfied with'commerce, where- 
ever they found it; that they generally load- 
ed timber for England or Holland, and then 
got a freight to where-ever they could; if not 
on 
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K 
the timber, yet on their own, by taking in a 
cargo of ſuch goods, as they could get off at 
ſome port or other in the Baltic, and never lo- 
gag any opportunity to ſell ſhip and all. This 
commerce, on an average of ſeven years, pays. 
they aſſured me, very poor intereſt for their 
money: now and then, they meet with lucky 
IAges, that enfiwer greatly; but frnetionns, 
they are forced to go from port to port, in 
England and Holland, before they can fell a 
cargo, and perhaps at laſt, after a great loſs 
of time, under. prime coſt and charges; fo 
that they ſhould nat make ſuch ventures, 
were it not, that all their trade depends upon 
keeping ſome ſhipping in motion, by forci 
part of theſe voyages is the ſale of the ſhip, 
when it happens, and that they endeavour to 
puſh as much as poſſible, tho' at low prices, 
In order to keep their ſhip carpenters toge- 
ther, by finding them conſtant work. One 
of them faid, “ Ah! Sir, we muſt be very 
induſtrious, through a long life, before we. 
can make aſmallfortune:” whichindeed, from 
the deſcription of their trade, | thought true 
enough. 

F ů ater their. manuſac-. 
tures, they ſaid, they had none, na 
bric 


decauſe imported 
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brie ar two of very coarſe woollens, for the 
peaſants wear; and that was carned on, merely 
goods of that ſort were pro- 
Inbited, tho they could buy them in England, 
and fell them at Waſſay, much cheaper, than 
their own manufacturers could make them. 
wy But, faid they, trade 15 ſhackled and 
made; — > < <a 
cr, as they have done of late, we ſhall have no 
trade at all; not a ſhip to navigate. We could 


—— are 


matter, who can blame you? The fault isall 


in our government. 
F could not help fmiling at the warmth of 
the honeſt merchant who ſaĩd this; and, from 
what- I have, at various times, Beard, fince F 
left Stockholm, L muſt con ſeſs, Edo not fee 
the policy of laws, in relation to- tzade, 
which have been lately made in Sweden. 
The merchants complaining is 8 rule, very 


rarely 


'3 yon wy; nquicing into n 
count ry to the eaſt of 4 — 


— be 
„„ 
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with, till I came to the province of Savolaxia, 
and that nine villages out of ten in that coun- 
try were deſtroyed by the Ruſſians, and the 
people carried off, and fettled in waſte tracks 
in Ingria and Carelia, where they were fo 
well treated afterwards, having good lands 
given to every family, houſes built for them, 
and furniſhed; cattle given them and im- 
plements to cultivate the ground with, and 
at the ſame rime, no taxes taken of them ; 
that they found themſelves happier under the 
Ruffian defpouſm, than under their own free 
government; and, as a proof of this, they 
have drawn away whole villages from our 
provinces. Upon my enquiring, if it was 
owing to any evils, attending the climate or 
foil, or its products, that fuch a vaſt country 
was in ſo wild a ſtate; they replied, that, on. 
the contrary, it was a country, which would 
ſupport very numerous inhabitants; for the 
foul in the vales, and upon the gentle hills, 
was ſuppoſed to be equal.to any in Sweden ; 
north, in a ſtate of profitable culture; that 
the foreſts are full of very fine timber, which 
would affiſt the inhabitants confiderably in all 
their undertakings: In a word, that much of 
it was a very defirble country, and wanted 
„ eee eee — 

. This 


that will ever be rambling : 


This inſtance of ſo large a track of country 
being uninhabited, and the emigrations to 
Nuffia, I muſt own, made a ſtronger impreſ- 
.fion on me, in disfavour of the preſent go- 
vernment, than all the circumſtances,. I had 
heard before; for I take it to bes of all others, 
the ſtrongeſt proof in the world, that there is 
an eſſential miſchief, preying:in the vita 
of a county when its inhabitants. leave 
it, to ſettle in the lands of other potentates. 
Men, who are brought up to the arts, or 
to commerce, and are the- inhabitants H 
towns, often exoigrate, without a country, 
being in any reſpe& on the decline, and even 
without its being a.fign of any cril in che 
government; becauſe there are always unquiet 
ſpirits, and broken fortunes, in thoſe claſſes, 
but for the pea- 
fants to find their lot fo hard, as to quit'the 
country of their fathers, from a. proſpet: of 
meeting with 2 better fate in another, and 
———— 324 


waſte country, faid, . If you are = gentle- 
man of curioſity. in theſe things, you may 
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 coavince your(blF of it: I Wave a finall eſtate 
on the north poifit 6f the Holla lake, where 
ere a familyer two; I have ſettled bh it; I now 
and then raks 46 excurſion thithet, for the 
_anvbuſernent df ſhooting and fiſhing ; if you 
Will accompany me thithet, I will attend you, 

and, perhaps, I may thew ſome ſporting, you 
will like. I thanked hig for this offer, which 
pleaſed me, on the firſt mention of it, but I 
told him, that I feared I ſhould be tioubleſorhe | 

to bim in it, and that if he did not undertake 
the journey Toon, it would not be in my 
power to accept the kind ufer, becauſe 3 wis 
under a neceſſity of travelling ſotne hundreds 
of leagues before winter. * 112 
from being a trouble, would bs a pleafure to 
him, and that he would fer out; as fork as I 
_ pleaſed, as the time wal perfeltly equal to 
hin; that his friead Mr. Schronburn (in the 
company) was to go with him, and be be- 
lieved, ſetting out ſoon, would fuit him too; 
which being afſented to, the gth in the 
morning was fixed for our departure. Upon 
my ſaying that I was bound for Peterſburgh, 
they informed me, that I might have' the 
_ Choiceof tworoads; either acroſs Swediſh Fin- 
land to Abo, if I wanted to fee that province, 
— - 4 
. 
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fpiritous liquors: the ſeverity of a long win- 
ter leads them into it ſo much, that they do 
not eaſily leave it off in the ſummer, and the 
exceſs to which they carry it, is very prejudicial 
to their health. Aſter ſupper they all took to 
their pipes again, to my no ſmall mortifica- 
tion; and puſhing the bottle about pretty 
briſkly, they were not long, altogether ſo 
Clear-headed, as I could have wiſhed for, in 
order, to have gained ſome more intelligence. 
As it was ſettled, that I hould be in town 


2. the principal among them, 


che captain, invited me to dine with him, 


company, as their avocations would allow. 1 
accepted his invitation, and went 
and found a company of fix or ſeven; 
_ whom was a „ an ter ml 
an aſpect; as he did not under- 
Rand French, I was ſome time with bur little 
converſation with him; but he aſking me, if 
I fpoke Latin, I was taken by furprize, and 
after a little confuſion, recollected myſelf 
enough, to carry on a tolerable converſation 
with him afterwards, and found him a fen- 
ſible, modeſt man. 1 aſked him his opinion 
of the preſent ſtate of Sweden, mentioning = 
what had been told me the night before. He 
faid, the account was a very true one, as to 
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nnn I replied, laws that were ge- 
neral, nd ho wat. 
dom, and be <qual every here; he ſaid no; 
that there wWerg great exceptions in many 
inſtances in four of the-nobility, and their 


lands. Upon my mentioning the 
fore converſations, 1 bad had with 2.noþle, 


r — 
bw e eee 
indifferent canduion. 
Part ofthis (as 3 juſt now Srmihail). js, I 
believe, true : ind, as thaveelſawhere obſerved, 
there i alſo great appearance of general good, 
in the regulations and laws lately made for 
the encouragement of uſeful undertakings; 
and, what ig yet of more conſequence, the 
appearance of the peaſants, &c. and the.caly 
mannet ,inwehich they live, and through moſt 
of the provinces:on the other fide the gulf of 
Bothnia, is a ſtrong preſumption, that there is 
no great degree of oppreſſion among them. 
Therefore, the bad ſtate of affairs in the 
eaſtern provinces, muſt beowing, in ſomemea- 
ure at leaſt, to ſome local cauſes, that have 
not a general effect. In this I was the more 
confirmed, from mentioning the very bad ap- 
— 


Vo. III. provinces | 
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provinces adjoining the Ruſſians, made, which 


— fem: for ks believed; they 6d: noe fo 
 mech-fly from oppreſſion or want at home, as 
do temptation abroad; for the Ruſſians had 
mountains of rewards to all thoſe, that would 
ſettle in Ruſſia: and as they fully performed 
every thing to many of the firſt ernigrants, 
it induced numbers to follow their example; 
and I muſt allow, that the 
given by the Ruſſians was ſo much greater, 
Sn it was: — — 

in their own country, without having every 
thing in it reverſed; that they were really 
bribed away, in hopes, that the fame of their 
treatment would occaſion a continual increaſe 
in their numbers, which has certainly taken 


place; though the emigranta, Lam informed, 
do not receive the fame en as for- 


merly. Therefore, in this inſtance, the de- 
population of our provinces. 1s not to be attri- 
buted to any active evil at home, but to the 
artful ſuggeſtions of a very cunning neigh- 
bour. I replied, that it was very bad politics 
in the government to allow of ſuch emigra- 
tious; that they ſhould have ſtopped them by 
r : 
83 tze 
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de eld. He agreed in this, but faid,. that 
if the emigrating peaſants lived not upon the 
eſtates of the nobility, they cared very little 
about their ſtaying in Sweden, or going to 
Ruſſia: the worthy aan further ob- 
ſerved, that there was not, in theſe frontier 
provinces, one paſtor to ten flocks; ſo that the 
> had never an of being in- 


their native country. 

, My Grend the Otain, whe hedwulethe - 
entertainment, obſerved, that all this was very 
true; but that the origin of their evils was 
6 un aenhs = 4 
vinces around the gulf of Finland; for 5 
brought them a neighbour, that could not but 
prove deſtructive in every reſpect. When that 
nation was ſhut out from the Baltic, Sweden 
poſſeſſed moſt of the export trade, which the 
n and he juſtly obſerved, 
that this was owing altogether to the mal. 
chiefs brought on his country, by that madman 
Charles XII. This was a propoſition,” that 
nobody could contradi ; for the truth af it 
was evident: but I remarked, that Sweden' 
had enough left to carry her to a much higher 
pitch of wealth and proſperity, than ſhe at pre- 
ſeat enjoyed; her buſineſs therefore was nat to 
regret, what could not be recalled, but to-do 
ES; what- 


formed, in any reſpeA, of what they owed to | 5 


brun were mounted on little horſes like mine, 
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whatever her preſent ſituation demanded, to 
make amends for paſt failures. Theyall FAY 
| 06; widch fideo Wits, than to expet this. 
The next morning, I ſet out for Mr. Hir- 


zeF's territory, having inſiſted upon providing 


baggage, and the neceffary provi- 
flons for the whole Joutney, which, — 
was the leaſt T could do, in return for their 
civility. Both Mr. Hirzel and Mr. Schorn- 


which they here call North-country horſes. 
For a few miles from Waſſay, the country B 
partly cultivated; that is, you here and there 
ſte a village, With Dee cultivuled lands about 
it; but they are thinly ſcattered: and we pre- 
ſently got into the wilds, wherein isnoappear- 
ance of any inhabitants; and this continued 
through the wholeday's journey of forty miles, 
till we came to a miſerable cottage, which is 
x kindof ſtragler from a neighbouring village, 
which is half - The country is 
chiefly compoſed of one continued foreſt, the 
leak gen de ef a very fine and beauti« 
fal growth. 
the appearance, which the hand carries in the 
tracks, where it is clear of timber, -and found, 
chat it is, in „covered with a toler - 

able graſs; and the foil is a good rich colour- 
ed loam, tending to a clay; but, in ſome parts, 


ſtoney; evidently much ſuperior to that of 
e many 


many places in Sweden, which are moſt profit- 
ably cultivated. It was therefore 
plain, that it was not a fue in the country, 
yhich has been the cocafinn of its di 
ſtate. 

| The fine inclafures wound chen then 
a proaf alſo of this; for although the peaſant 
did not ſeem to be one of the moſt induf- 
trious; yet he had very good crops of harley 
and oats, and alſo of turneps, and he had a 
herd of cows, which fed upon the waſte; with 
a parcel of young cattle, none of which ſcemed 
in their looks, to of their paſture. 
I ſet my bed up in the fame room, in which 
my — made theirs, af elean 
ſtraw, upon which they ſeemed to repoſe as 
well, as on any damn; which was not the 
watts fot an hanty fogger, 00-hed may on 


pretty moderately to the brandy and the wine, 
Thad brought, which, with a continual ſmoak- 


ing, ſeemed to paſs away the evening much 
to their ſatisfaction. The next morning, we 
continued our journey, through a wild coun- 
once tolerably inhabited; for we had a great 
road all the way, though overgrown with 
graſs and weeds, but ſaw not the leaft appear- 
2 The timber, in this 


F 3 region 


by 


muſt have been 
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region is very fine, and in vaſt quantities, 
and the foil in moſt places, rich and deep: it 
is impoſſible, but a good government actively 
exerted, might people ſuch tracks of country, 


ſo very deſirable, compared with many others, 
well ſtocked with inhabitants. We rode | 


ry 
Ailwed with week; by the fie of > flee, 
we made an hearty meal, and reſted ourſelves 
about four hours, all of us getting a nap 
for refreſlunent: we then ſet forwards at an 
eaſy pace; and, travelling through the twilight, 
we reached the banks of the great lake, on 
| A 
o'clock at noon of the 11th. | 
The country-here-is very fine. The lake 
is a noble one, of a varying breadth, from 
three to more than twenty miles over; and 
the length is above an hundred; there are 
n of tram two oc 
three miles broad, and many others leſs. At 
the northern point of it, is one of theſe iſlands, 
about two miles from the main land, which 
is a part of Mr. Hirzel's poſſeſſion. We came 
down to a few cottages on the ſhore, which 
he has built, and where a ſloop lies, always in 
6 
leaving 


haiti bake ine dated hs 
a 
fel. In croſſing the water, I was much de- 
lighted with the views; the hills, in ſome 
places, riſe very boldly from the lake, which 
has a beautiful effect, as the whole country is 
covered with thick woods. The iſland is 
n 
various land, but in general high and dry, and 
' moſt of it a wood: Mr. Hirzel built a ſmall 
houſe here, of four rooms on a floor, having 
two tolerable parlours, and the whole neatly 
farniſhed: in it we found a ſervant and his 
family,” who has the of a ſmall 
farm: near it are barns, - ſtables; and other 
offices; and four cottages, which he alſo built, 
and are inhabited by peaſants; to each of 

whom he aſſigned a ſmall farm, which he 
obliges them to cultivate very neatly. It is 

highly necſſary, 8 ood far- 
mers; for the ſubſiſtence of — 
cattle much s on it, being at ſuch a 
diſtance from any other habitation. Mr. Hir- 
zel direQts his own manager ſo, as to oblige 
him always to have good ſtore of all products 
before hand. He has a cellar well filled, 
plenty of fiſh and game at command; and his 
farm yields him all common with 
good fowls: ſo that he 1s always fure of ind 

Fa ing 
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ing good eating and drinking: he has a large 
. n 
and ſeveral open boats. E Gn 
—_ — gh OS 
very we and the crops at 
which I do not wander ; for the . 
land f blacks dey, deep gef 
applications. As I had exprefied * 
„ 
of viewing the woods, Mr. Hirzel manned the 
loop, in the morning of the 12th; and hay; 
ing laid in a ſtock of proviſions and my bed, 
r 12 


many bee inden 
ing very near the ſouth end of the lake: no- 
thing could be more ; the water 
| beautiful, and the furrounding country ex- 
tremely various. We lived well; for his nete 
and hooks were excellently managed, and 
ſupplied us with many ſorts of fine fiſh in 
great perfection, which we drefled and cat 
Or lager er ewe We caught 


carp, that weighed fixteen pounds, 


one 
and Mr. 
Hirzel told me, Id tm of a 


larger fize; but they are not fo'well taſted, 
3 ve fern papa. — 
F alſo 
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allo pike, . but not equal to r 
3 —-—„—- — 
ſhape, but much ſuperior flayour, which they 
call a fannt. I muſt confeſs, that this was one 
of the maſt agreeable voyages I had ever made. 
We had about half a day, in which the wind 
„ 
3 8 
iflands; he had a leaſh of ſpaniels there, that | 
found us plenty of game; theſe were pheaſants 
nnd hares, with a few partridges; but none 
of them equal in taſte to the fame forts in 
England; we had a very good day's work to 
range about only a part of the iſland; and ha- 
ving killed game enough for our uſe and 
— returned home. 4 

Mr. Hirzel informed me, that he had this 
iſland, which contains about eight thouſand s- 
cres of land, and a track to the cot- 
tages, where we firſt took water, of more than 
four thouſand more, by being the principal 
Creditor of a man at Abo, who failed; they 
were valued at the price of the country, and 
rated to him for ſomething more, than three 
thouſand pounds; but he bad them under five 
and twenty hundred, which is not four of our 


ſullogs 
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flullings an acre for the fee fimple, including 
all the fine woods on them. I my a= 


Noniſhment at this; but he that he 


r _— 
bought it for a country · ſeat for pleaſure, that 

when he purchaſcd it, it did not yield a fingle 
ſhilling; and that the ſums, which he had hi- 
thertolaidout, did not much more, than pay the 
intereſt of them. I anſwered, that ſtill I ſhould 
conceive, the purchaſe might be made to anſwver 
extremely well, r 
converting them into farms: He ſaid, no; he 
was very fearful, r walks, 
if it was all improved; for. markets were at 
ſuch an immenſe diſtance, that they could pay 
in nothing but products. But faid he, I have 
hopes of making it anſwer another way. From 
the very ſouthermoſt point of the lake, there 
is a conſiderable river, which falls into the 
gulf of Finland, at the mouth of it, there is 
a ſmall trading town, which increaſes in ſhip- 
ping and commerce every day; upon that ri- 
ver there is a great foreſt, which belongs to a 
nobleman; and the merchants are employed 
at preſent in negotiating with him for liberty 
to cut what timber they pleaſe on his eſtate; 
if they ſucceed, they deſign to be at the ex- 
pence of cutting a ſhort canal to eſcape a fall, 
in order to carry down the timber to their 


ſhipping 'P 
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ſhipping ; if that is effected, there will be a 
opened from this ifland into the 


navigation 

gulf of Finland; and I ſhall poſſeſs a market 
at once for my timber, which wall turn to 
ter account, than any thing elſe that could 
be done; and after the timber is cleared, I can 
then apply it to huſbandry-purpoſes, as the 
ſame market will take off my rents, received 
in kind of tenants, or raiſed by myſelf, as 
well as my timber. So that the moment 
the merchants ſucceed, my plan is to go and 
ſettle at Pitees, (the name of the town) that 
I may be on the ſpot, and I ſhall there, from 
ſaperior advantages, be able to carry on a 
greater trade, than at Waflay ; befides the ad- 
vantage of exporting the products of this e- 
ſtate. If I ſhould ever be able to execute 
theſe plans, my purchaſe here will turn out 
the luckieſt event of my life; and might ſoon 
enable me to buy larger tracks of land upon 
the lake; for meſt of the landlords: live at 
Stockholm, and would know of ſuch 
a navigation being executed, any more than of 
one in Iceland: for theſe tracks are all fo de- 
fart, that very few of thern yield any thing to 

their owners. But by my my 
buſineſs to Pitees, I ſhould be on the ſpot to 
3 — IIs 7 


75 
and it would be doubly advantageous to me, as 
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1 aſked ham, if he did not 
merchants would oppoſe any navigation = 
their own, as his timber would be brought to 
rival theirs? He replicd, they could not; for 
the river is the boundary of the Ruſſian and 
Swediſh dominions, and is free by treaty;there- 
fore the moſt, that could be done, would be 
the eſtabliſhment of a ſmall toll. ThatPitees 
was part Swediſh and part Ruſſian, one part 
of the town being in Caulia, and the other in 
Nyland; which was found, in many tcireum- 
Kances of wade, to be a poohgzous acvattagy, 
and was one reaſon of the town ing. 
I could not comprebend clearly, how he made 
this out, for he did not explain himſelf. But 
5 — 4 oaty 

Fir chance of his purchaſe proving a fortune 
Rr bees hid frmakingebe 
beſt of it, ſeems to be 
— — — 
tance of manufactures and commerce on the 
value of land: here are twelve thouſand acres, 
molt of them covered thickly with the fineſt 
timber, bought for four ſhillings an acre the 
fee ſimple; the foil rich and fertile; materials 
for building of - courſe, from the plen- 
ty of wood in the greateſt profuſion; a fine 


lake 
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lake, well ſtored with quantities of faſh, and 
the woods full of game: In a word, every at- 
tiele of proviſions to be procured in the great- 
eſt plenty. But for want of manufaQtures and 
—— munen 


in England, at arp Il — 
has deen the topic of diſcourſe, of whit 
is the matter of population ?. it 

is plain, we have men enough for ouraramies 
and our navies; and our lands are cultivated; 
I have a thoufand pounds a year, which does 
net fall to nine hundred, although our popu- 
lation, ĩt ĩs faid, has ſuffered. And I muſt con- 
48, that when I have heard ſuch diſcourſes, 


although I, by no means, approv'd their prin- 


ces. This country one with an an- 
ſwer at once. The rental of a private gen- 
tleman's eſtate depends on the fun total of the | 
nations's If there are ſcarcely any 
inhabitants as intheſe provinces of Sweden,the 
eftate will ſell for four ſhillings an acre, timber 
andall; butif the country is full oſ inhabitants, 
like England, it will ſell for twenty pounds, and a 
the 2 perhaps, for two hundred more. 


Between 


ciple, yet did I not clearly ſee the confequen- | 
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Between ſuch diſtant extremes thete will eet- 
tainly be many degrees, and ſome of them fo 
near to each other, that it will be difficult to 
ſee their diſtinctions; but ſuch are evidently 
in being, and muſt ever be found in propor- 
tionto the number of the people; if agric 
conſume all the products, ſhe raiſes, then ma- 
nufactures and commerce would not, in this 
light, be neceſſary; but it is every where 
known, that a territory compleatly cultivated, 
will provide food, &c. for a: greater number 
of people, than are employed in the cultiva- 
tion: hence ariſes the deduction, that manu- 
factures and commerce are but other names 
for full population, which can only be gained 
by their means. | 
"From this fend of mg: Gland: Merc Hiewas, 
I was determined, what route I ſhould take 
to Peterſburgh: upon conſideration, and after 
making many ——— I refolved to go 
through the province of Savolax to the capital 
of it, the only. town of any note in it, which 
is Nyſlot; and thence to Wyburg, in my way 
to the Ruſſian capital. The 17th, in the 
I took my leave of Mr. Hirzel and 


morning, 

his friend, and ſet off for Pexama, a little town 

at the diſtance of ſeventy miles; which is all 

9 it took me two days; but 
I met 


"x 
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From Pexama 
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Noyſlot is a little neat town, beautifully fituas 
ted in a-nook:of land, that runs into the lake; 


with which it is nelly ſurrounded. - The 
church 1 a new | 


terably built; and there was an a | 
wealth among the inhabitants, all of which, 
I found, was -owing to the timber trade: 
ſor two or three miles round the town the 
country is well cultivated, and ſhews plainly, 
what the reſt of it is capable of, en 

the fame of a market. 
| The 21ſt in the morning. Tien Nyflor,und 
took the road to W , which is at the dif 
tance of 60 miles: the day carried me inte 
— Caulia in the Ruffian territories, where I was 
forced to hire a freſh ſervant to ſerve me as an 
interpreter; but unfortunately, I could only 
get a Ruſſian, that underſtood Swediſh, which 


language I began to ſpeak a little: fo I hared 
him for the preſent uſe, till I got to Peterſ- 


burgh. 

Upon entering the Ruſſian territories, I'was 
convinced, that the intelligence, I had recti 
ed at Waſſay, was true; that the Ruſſians 
tempted the Swedes to ſettle in their provin- = 
ces, and at the fame time took all means of 
increaſing the of their dominzons; 
for I not only fow and converſed with many 
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Swedes, but the country was, upon the whole, 
the Teck proc with _— de del 8. 


N 
OG 

— 22 

nothing rocomplain of E. 5 

the 22d: it is a place of n 

which has jpcreaſed greatly. years, by 

Tn 


13 this 
- Amber trade has increaſed prodigiouſly, ſince 
e Ruſſians cut @ fine canal to open a com- 


mpnication with the northern lakes, by 


which mean}, trees are brought from the dif- 
Aue of four. hundred miles in rafts, and for 
A great part of the way, five men are ſufficient 
49 bring.dowp.ten thouſand raft. ws 
The 23d, Iiæt our far Peterſburgh, which is 
000 days journey, the diſtance about, axty 
miles. The country, though ſo near the ca- 
e 
vated, which ſurprized me much; a great 
Vor. III. G part 
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part of it conſiſts of foreſts, and there are 


many marſhes ; but ſtill it is much ſuperior 


to the Finland provinces of Sweden, better 
ia time to take my leave of Sweden; how- 
ever, I ſhall add ſore general obſervations, T 
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General Refletiions on the State ' of Sweden—: 


| Religion—Learning—The fine Arts—Man- 
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than end eaviing; hes doin eee 
ing good ſoldiers, active, brave, and hardy; 
but that few of them are ingenious, or have 
abilities to make a figure in other arts orwalks 
in life. This has been owing to the actions, 
that were performed by Charles XII. which 
were ſuch proofs of their that the 
reſt of Europe too ſoon believed, they were 
capable of being famous in war alone. I 


profeſs myſelf clearly againſt this idea, which 


I am confident, is a very falſe one; they make 


good 


which I have gathered from converſa- 


£4 14 £ n_—_ * — 20 


2. * gk = n-nmgg md See of — _— —— ——— + <A os Wc 


nation in Europe, 


commerce; all which are very valuable qua- 
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good ſoldiers, it is true, but they are capable 
of making any thing elſe. I have attended 


_ with as much affiduity, as I was able, and up- 


on all the cpportunities that I have had in my 
power, which have been many, I think, 
they ſeem to have as good parts, as any other 
and much ſuperior to ſome. 
They are, by no means, dull of apprehenſion; 


are ready in their anſwers upon any ſubjeſt, 


with which they are acquainted; have no- 
thing of phlegm in their character: they are 
in general as chearful a nation, as I know, not 


2 noiſy buſthng people, that are one moment 


in grief, and the next laughing: they have 


not ſo much vivacity as the French, but I 
think, they have, upon the whole, as much 


as the Enghſh. They are, in general, a very 
patient and an induſtrious people, and capa- 


kties, when they meet in 2 nation of fuck 


acknowledged bravery. 
Reſpecting religion, 8 
great meaſure by plain good ſenſe; though a 


free country, they are not peſtered with noiſy- 


ſeas; neither are they at all violent in the 
condudt of the eſtabliſhed faith; and, altho* 


G 2 a great 
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EE 
yet I ſaw fewer ſigus of ſi 
any country 1 have been in, Holland and 
England alane 


Amoig the beter fort of peinjld; and the 
higher ranks, there is a great deal of learning: 


2 good education in Sweden fits a man to 


mine in any country in Europe: in their 
{chools, they learn Greek, Latin, French, 
Englith, and German; ſo that there are very 
few mſtance of a young man's un 
the dead and not at the fame time 
being maſter of two or three very uſeful living 


of our youth in England, 
They have vent waivers, which are 


they ſhew their good ſenſe as much, as any 


parts of knowledge, that deſerve ſo much at- 
tention, the zeſt being for ornament alone; 
but theſe are uſeful in every branch of life. 


Many af their mathematicians are in general 


eſteem, as they are very rarely without ſeve- 
ral, whaſe works are known to all Eurape. In 
natural hiſtory, they are unrivalled; but they: 
a not owe their fame in this branch 


Fad awd 


. 


provided with very able profeſſurs; in theſe 
ſeminaries, the favourite knowledge is natural 
 bifttory and the mathematicks; and herein 


nation in Europe; ifor there are no other 


that gained themn great 


flow of expence, running through every Claſs . 
of the people, we may 


muſt always 


are I men of warm imaginations,.ahd 
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merely to Linnæus, for before he was born, 
this ſtudy was the favourite one in their uni- 
verſities, and they hare produced mary men, 
for their 
works, but they have ſince” been eclipſed by 


Linnæus, and his numerous diſciples. 


I have been in many mixed companies in 
Sweden, and I do not remember converfing 
lth ay gentle", that had not a eonſider- 
able ſhare of and plainly ſhewed 
on moſt topics, that he had had the advan- 
tage of an excellent education. 

They abe min defciedt in the polite arts; 
you look in vain: for a painter, a poet; a ſtatu- 
ary, or a ruſician. If the Abbe du Bos's 
Item is a juſt one, this is che fault alone of 
their clistate; ; but without i to 
Phyſical cauſes, we may find a reaſon in the 
moral oties. The fite itts tieher avail 6 groit 
in any country, till it becomes in. 
menſely rich, and very luturious: the arts 
ate the hire of luxury; without a great 


„that a 1. 
tion is not rich for 1 
ſettle among them: the artiſts, that excel, 
be ſure of ſomething more, thait 
a competeney, they muſt have affluence; they 


G 3 lovers 
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lovers of pleaſure. They muſt indulge their 
inclinations, and- not be crampt in poverty, 
while they are attempting to produce works, 
that ſhall be the admiration of ſucceeding 
ages. Hence, all the famous ages, i in which 


nence, from many very famous men being 
cotemporaries, have univerſally been the 
richeſt and moſt luxurious ages in the world: 
not that wealth alone 1s ſufficient without 
luxury. The Dutch are very wealthy, but 


they are not a luxurious nation; artiſts would 


ſtarve there in the midſt of riches. Both 
luxury and wealth abound in the ki 
Afia, but then a deſpotiſm, exceſſively ſevere, 
deſtroys every nobler effort of the mind. 

The Swedes have no poets: ſome attempt 
that ſort f compoſition, but it is always in La- 
tin, and tly of no merit: their 


painters never riſe higher, than very bad por- 
trait ones: the ſame faſhion 
no others met with any encouragement. 
You hear very good 
| it is all by German muſicians. This is not 

therefore a kingdom, to which any perſon 


arts. 


the arts have ariſen to a great degree of emi - 


of 


in Swe- 


muſic at Stockholm, but 


would reſort to be entertained by the fine 
YL 


1 


* 
3 


which takes much from the gaiety of this 
capital, is, the court not being 
which is owing, in ſome meaſure, to the ſmall- 


_ claſſes have an eaſy —_— politeneſs, which 


"444 %% — 
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They have a theatre at Stockholm, on 
which ,duringapartof the year, French come- 


dies are repreſented, ſometimes concerts, and 


oratorios, but the times of acting are very ir- 
regular, not meeting always with encourage- 
ment enough to keep it open, even in the win- 
ter; ſo that it has been known to be ſhut 
up for two years together. Another thing, 


at all brilliant; 


neſs of the royal revenue, and to the preſent 


| tate of parties, which occafions many of the 


principal nobility to abſent themſelves. _ . - 
The manners of all ranks of people in 


Sweden are very agreeable; the ſuperior 


prejudices you in their fayour at firſt acquain- 


| tance. They have not a ſwift, or formal, nor 


or fi but a plain eaſy carriage and 
manner, which is the reſult of good ſenſe and 
humanity. Their converſation i is agreeable; 
and they pay attention of | 
without troubling them with national cuſtoms 


and ceremonies. Duels are not common at 


Stockholm; yet the men have very juſt ideas 


of their honour, and as unwilling to put up 
with affronts, as more tenacious and quarrel- 
ſome nations. 
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* The principal txpences; into which they 
run, are thoſe of the table, dreſs,” and equi- 
Page. People of large fortune keep prodr- 
gious tables, which are ſerved-with all the 
magificence, that is found in France, and 
England, and the variety of their. wines have 
8 81 In drefs, alſo, they appear prodigat; 
ind their equipages; from thert number, are 
expenſive, but niit exetuted ar the oy 
taſte of Paris. However, theſe articles of 
ſaxury, in thei? greateſt degree, are confined 
to a few families, whoſe wealth is very cbt 
fiderable; for, in general, the nobility are not 
rich: there tre many private eſtates in Geri 
m —— 
The way of dividing the refidetice of win- 
ter and ſummer, as practiſed in England, takes 
place ce here; only in part; many of the nobili- 
fy add richeſt of the gentry, live entirely at 
Stockholm, ſcarcely ever ſeeing their eftates; 
others live entirely in the country, never ſee- 
ing the capital, at leaſt, but very ſeldom: 
fone, however, have houſes at Stockholm for 
the winter ſeaſon, but live in ſummer on 
their eſtates, Havin . 7 
they — with 5 ume 

As bo the de — 
of Sweden, I (aces enter in a pretty long 
detail of ſome changes and other circumſtan- 


Ces, 


kick, the king, being rio mote than the firſt 
mgiſtrate, with very little power, not 6 mch 
28 3 ſtadtholder of Holland im ſeveral cfiennial 
54Þ . of ir hich t! 0 — 
change; for heise is an apparent c. —·e item 
which is, 2 king: and che Peapte qa cus fide, 
and the nobility ow the other; maſt ofthe im. 
portant authoclty is in the hands of the latter, 
who ate in fact the legiſlature of the kingdoms 
ings to open 4rms;-at all events, ſome great te- 
volution may be 1qpked for; and the event 
united under a leader of the ſirſt rank in the 
2 diſpute, in ſack a fituation, cannot fail of be- 
ing fatal to the latter. Indeed, I never knew 
affairs in any country in a ſituation; that pro- 
miſed fairly, for bringing in an ablokate 
ſway, in the ſame manner, as it was introduced 


in Denmark; many moderate men in Swedea 
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lament the diflentions, which do ſo much miſ. 
chief to the kingdom, and aſſert, that if they 
had a deſigning prince on the throne, it would 
be very eaſy for him to ſeize as great a power, 
as ever Charles XII. enjoyed. 

At the ſame time, that they are of this opi- 
nian, they make” no ſcruple to declare, the 
— — for the advantage of the 


7 —4 


Ae eee 
which is ſuch a diſgrace to England: But, 


venture to pronounce them, beyond all com- 
pariſon, a happier people in every reſpeR, 
than they would be, were their government 
abſolute. Let thoſe, who have travelled 
tt France and Sweden, form an idea of 
the ſtate of the peaſants in both, and they will 
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tented happy people; there are few cottages in 
Sweden, that have net lands annexed to them, 
by which means they raiſe many producta, 
which are of infinite uſe to them in 
themſelves and families. England, it will 
certainly be allowed, is as free a country, as 
any man can with; and yet our labourers have 
very ſeldom more, than a ſmall ſpot for a gar- 
den, which is too inconſiderable to be of 
much ſervice to them ; nor are the Engliſh 
near ſo well fatisfied with their lot, as the Swe- 
diſh peaſants; they are not fo tightly dreſſed, 
their cottages are not near ſo good, and theic 
poverty in general, is much more apparent; 
all which I attribute to the circumſtance of 
the Swedes, having thoſe ſmall farms with 
herds of cattle on 3 which are of in- 
4 finitely more value to them, than all the a- 
. mount of thoſe taxes, which they pay, and 
| from which their brethren in England are 
3 not only exempted, but have alſo the advan- 
tage of rates, — raiſed for their aſſiſt- 
auce; 
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mee; of which there ir nothing of the EU 
in Sweden : I know not three peaſatits in 
that kin gdom, that have not a far of twenty 
or-thirty acres of land at leaft, and feveral 
| herd of cattle. Here inderd, f ſhould give ah 
explanation, for if this was the caſe in Rag 
knd, we fhould have no fuch thing as a I- 
bourer to be Hired; alf would attend merely 
to their lands; but in Streden there is no in- 
convenience ir this, for the peaſants, h, 
work 1 bave the 
firrie; but their wives and daughters manage 
their farms, fo that the then are not taken 
from their uſual labour, three days out of forty. 
This is a moſt admitable cuſtom for them- 
ſelves, as well as the Kingdorn, and makes 
the population of a kingdom, wherever it is 
practiſed, of far mote account, than at firſt it 
appears. It would be in vain to attempt in- 
troducing this cuſtom into England, for the 
3 in which the 
woman hve with us, would be an unſurmount- 
able obſtacle. 
Notwithſtandingl have, in different parts of 
my journal, minuted the remarks, I made on 
the preſent ſtate of agriculture in the provin- 
ces, I paſſed through; I muſt here repeat, that 
the Swedes are univerſally good huſband- 
men; I faw no lands, laid out and cultivated, 


„ TRAVELS THROUGH 


ſenſe ; a few years ago, that grain was culti- 
vated only in a few of the ſouthern provinces, | 
and on foils, picked up with much care for it; 
but when the prohibition on the exportation 
from Engliſh put the Swediſh government 
ſtrongly on promoting the culture at home, 
the farmers, throughout the kingdom, readily 
eame into the plan, and ſowed fo much, oy 
year, increafing the quantity regularly, from 
that time to this, that, at preſent, it is ſpread 
Al over the kingdom; ſuch an inſtance, I 
dare to fay, is not, in any article of culture, to 
de met with in England; and from this in- 
Nance, it is very evident, that the common 
ideas of difficulties, in the introduction of no- 
velties, are many of them very falſe; for if 
N the cul-. 
9 fifty. years ago, at 
leaſt, in many of the provinces, where we 
now find it, he would have been | 
mad; but none of theſe things can be well 
known, till a full and ſufficient trial is made 
of them. The Swedes are now ſo well in- 
formed, by experience, in the culture of wheat, 
that ſome judicious and ſpirited laws would, 
I doubt not, enable them to raiſe quantities 
enough, for a conſiderable exportation, fo as 
to enable them to come in with the Poles for 
a hare of a ſupply for the Dutch, and the 
54S | more 
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more ſouthern nations of Europe: ſome boun- 
ties, properly applied, would effect this: not 
England, on the exportation, 
but to all thoſe farmers, who cultivated, given 
| quantities of wheat, in a ſecond round of years, 
on lands, taken from the waſte; for the great 
ect is, the enereaſing the quantity of cul- 
tivated land, by improving the wild tracks, 
and, at the ſame time, applying them to raif- 
ing a valuable fort of corn, . that is fure to 
pay-well for. exportation. By making the 
grand object, the raiſing the corn, inſtead of 
the exportation of it, the home confump- 
tion would always have the refuſal at the 
market, which is not always the caſe in Eng- 
land. Laws ſhould likewiſe be made to en- 
able any peaſant, farmer, or other, to take in 
as much of the waſte, which joins his farm; 
as he pleaſes, without paying any rent for 
twenty years, and afterwards, only a moderate 
one for the life of the improver : this would 
be a wonderful encouragement to all the inha- 
bitants of the country, and would certainly; 
in a few years, bring great quantities of wheat 
to market, till the home confumption not 
taking the whole, a regular and profitable ex- 
portation, would, of courſe, be eſtabliſhed. 
For bringing about ſuch great works as theſe, 
nothing is wanted, but to bring affairs into 
ſuch 
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ſuch a train, that private people, by puſhing 
8 — 11 
advance thoſe of country ; ever 
there is a diſtinction made, nothing can ariſe 
from it, but evil upon evil. Encouragement 
Mauld alſo be given to the draining bogs and 
marſhes, which in Sweden, are woiwerfaliyis 
yicheſt tracks to be met with, but this is 3 
work beyond 1 
without the aſſiſtance of the government ; 
nothing would cff=& it, hut a. premium of ſo 
moch per acre, large enough 10 go far 10 
wards the whole expence ; and if ſuch pre- 
miums of whatever kind, amounted to a con- 
fiderable expence, it ſhould he raiſed by freſh 
tazes, or an ĩncreaſe of the old ones, over the 
whole kingdom; for the benefit, purchaſed, 
would be af impartance to the whole, and 
dannen the whole ought $o.cqutribute. 
Nothing wants awiſe regulation more, than 
the woods in this kingdom ; for the waſte, 
that 3s made in cutting them, both of timber 
and land, is extravagantly great. The atten- 
tion, which M. de Verſpot has given to this 
article, ſhews what ſhould be done, and the 
manner alſo, in which the undertaking ſhould 
to be deſtroyed, unleſs the land is converted 
immediately to buſbandry uſes. That rioble- 

© man's 


ought to be inforced over the whole king 


. 
nannte 


dulxy, ms muſt have water or 

they cannot be got to market. ms Fo 
rivers of Sweden are navigable; but there 
are many tracks, covered with the fineſt 
woods, which yieds fracechy any nonnett; for 


r 
derable, that their trade will never ſtand ſtill 
for want of them, in any part of the king · 
Relative to the Swediſh manufactures, I 
ſhall, in general, remark, that from what I 
viewed myſelf, and had intelligence of from 
others, they are not conſiderable. Some of 
ths wed hee rhe hte have a 
point, in making the Swedes cloath them- 
You. III. H ſelves 
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Glyes with clpth and linen of their own fa» 
brick ; but this is a very great exaggeration. 
Fhe-peaſants are univerſally cloathed with a 
coarſe woollen cloth, that is made at home, 


and ſome other of the lower ranks of the 
people. There are alſo ſome gentlemen and 
nobles, who, thro' patriotiſm, wear Swediſh 
eloth, that is pretty fine, but that is, by no 
means, general, and the cloth is much dearer, 
than much finer forts from England and 
France. Theſe manufactories, which they 
have been able to ere, are not fo confider- 
able, as this account may ſeem at firſt to in- 
dicate; for it ſhould be remembered, that 
the peaſants were always, nine parts in ten, 
_ cloathed in the fame array as now, Which is 
not with manuſactory cloth, but with that, 
which is ſpun, and wore in their own houſes 
by their women; fo that the new cftabliſh- 
ments are not very conſiderable ; it is true, they 


ce to raped 2nd not ang eatively 
ply their nfurption with all, ex- 
rite fas Frick clit but alſo furniſh 
coarſe ones enough for „ in ex- 
change for the finer ſorts; and this will be 
E as far as ever they can 
took 
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look for; but in the preſent ſtate of things, 
they are far diſtant from this point, and, un- 
leſs the animoſities, which diſtract the go- 
vernment, are fo entirely laid aſide, as to make 
all parties join in one work, and attend to 
that alone, viz. the good of the kingdom, 
thass is to hope of their nimaing © Wl 
defirable ſtate. 

They have ſome linen fabricks, in which 
— 22 both of hemp 
and flax; but they ate not near conſiderable 
enough to ſupply their home conſumption. 
Of glaſs and paper they import very little. 
Hardware is a conſiderable article among 
e 

afaCture: ä in the faniitery 
: they caſt great numbers of cannon, 
which they exuer 20 ll Tarape; alſo bells 
in great number, and many other articles. 
Indeed, they are unrivalled in their iron. and 
copper mines, which are far more confider- 
able, than thoſe of any other country in Eu- 
rope; ſo that they apply copper to moſt af 
the purpoſes, that we do lead in 
ſuch as coverings to their churches, public 
buildings, and great private edifices, &c. 

Commerce flouriſhes more in Sweden, than 
it did ſome years ago: to what this is owing, 
I could not diſcover ; for their products are 
„ 
their 
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their ſhipping; and though ſeveral very ju- 
dicious laws have been made for its encou- 
fagement, yet I ſhould not have ſuppoſed, the 
effect would have been anſwerable, to what 
appears, unleſs other reaſons had conſpired at 
the ſame time. However, the fact is, that 
their ſhipping is much increaſed, their ſhips 
they build of a greater burthen, and they 
engage in more trading voyages, than for- 
merly. This is a point of very great impor- 
tance ; for, if they are able to export the 
principal part of their iron, timber, pitch, 
rar, hemp, and copper in their own bottoms, 
it will add more, than any thing cle, to the 
wealth of the kingdom; at the ſame time, 
that their naval force will beincreaſedgreatly, 
which 3s the beſt and moſt uſeful force, they 
can cheriſh. Increaſing their ſhipping is im- 
proving and accelerating the markets for all 
their products, and cannot but increaſe them 
ma very high. degree. The building and 
fitting out the ſhips 1s the moſt advantageous 
manufacture in the ki , and that, which 
more than any other, — into the 
country. The branches of commerce, which 
they have more particularly increaſed of late 
vears, are the Eaſt-India trade, the trade to 
Portugal, Spain, and the Mediterranean ; 
that of England, Holland, and France, is not 
improved. Some perſons are in doubt about 


metals, and an increaſing population. From 
the beſt intelligence I could get, the king- 
dom, I believe, is more wealthy, than it was 
twenty years ago. It contains more money, 
and is upon the increaſe in that article ; but 
as to population, it has made no progreſs, and 
many perſons affirm, that there is a decline iu 
it. How far this is conſiſtent with the im- 
provement in the other particulars, I ſhall not 
determine; but I may remark, that in general 
thoſe circumſtances are attended by an in- 
ereaſing people. What cauſes ſhould have 
wrought contrary effects in Sweden, I am not 
able to aſcertain; but, as the people arg 
often numbered, (though not accurately, nor 
all the claſſes) the fact is pretty well con- 
fired. It ſhould make ene doubt the ex- 
tent of thoſe improvements; for I muſt own, . 
J have little idea of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and commerce improving, without 


maintaining nies, and — families no 
| H 3 burthen, 
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burthen, m—— 
of employment; and improving a 
manufactures, and commerce, is incre: 
employment, and conſequently the — 

Travelling in Sweden, unleſs upon the fyſ. 
tem, which I followed, is a very uneaſy affair; 
in the moment, you get qut of the few great 
roads there are, which do not lead through a 
fifth of the kingdom, you will meet with dif- 
ficulnes ; prod hone ee e range 
accommodations, have nothing objetible in 
them, and you are ſure of meeting with great 
civility in all the inns, and from every perſon, 
with whom you have the leaſt connection 
on the road. Yer, when yon leave theſe great 
roads, then the de in ities Menn 
inn, is very great, and the accommodation; 
though with much civility, very indifferent. 
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If your bed is carried with you, and you can 


hoſpitality; 
and they will, for very trifling rewards, do 
whatever is in their power to ſerve you. 
Without uti the djet will be very 
| indifferent; but they will get you fiſh, wild 
fowl, and veniſon, excellent of the kind, with 
which you may laul a horſe un ;place 9 
place, while it keeps. And this will remedy 
every in convenience. WW 
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at London, it would be very difficult to have 


Eguverted a miſerable bog into a fine city. 
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Deſcription of Peterſburg —G 


of the Empire of Raabe Empreſe— 
Corman vor —TrabodFuy 


— Navy—Preſent State. 

Arrived at Peterſburgh, the evening of the 
24th, and, as I deſigned making ſome ſtay 
in the city, determined to hire private lodg- 
ings; for I had been informed, that the public 
inns were not only very t, but alſo 
very bad, which, indeed, is the caſe in all ca- 
pitals, for, where the people of quality do 
not go, (having houſes of their own) one is 
r 
ferent treatment. I hired a firſt floor, conſiſt . 
bo agg on prodnngy- of tn aeg. 


apartments, 
guineas a week; ſuch a ſuit of rooms 


at twelve. is built on ſeveral 
Hands, which were once n more, than 
marſhy ſpots of mud, over-run with reeds ; 
but the immortal Peter, whoſe undertakings, 
in every thing, carried a magnificence of idea 
in them, that can never be ſufficiently admired, 


And 
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And here, I cannot avoid anſwering the re- 
flections of ſeveral writers --  nnbat 
million of ren in founding ths city. Tha 
_— in this city. The 
sobjet wastobecotneapFut power, 
which, without a port on the e, he could 
not, but he Lee . 
an American one. — —ñ— 
a and themſelves a 
ä 2 
ages hg — and in fo barbarous a ſtate, 
Baltic, Jnr eo ——_ 
—— poſfibly bring his grand plan to 
. y founding this city, and making it 
the capital of his empire, and a ſea- port, fit 
3 a 2 den 
Are; ed conquent; cou ery yo 
too dear 
the loſs of fuch numbers of ves, the "fot 
certainly was not ſo much owing to the 
Readineſs of the Czar's adbering to his plan 
„„ -noinh wy vodgartes while 
y were at the work; fince every one mauſt 
be very fenfible, that works, to the full 
great, as any he executed, could now be 1 
formed in England, under fumibar oms- 
jk of a mi. * 
But the canſequences, which, 


we - 


A - 
» —— ll rt EE CCC er! , 


been erefted; and the port, on which their 


= of it, the docks, yards, every 


which 3 is not 
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we all know, have flowed from the founding 
this city, have been of ſuch infinite impor- 
tarice to the Ruſſian empire, that no expence, 
that could ever have been incurred, would have 
been too great for gaining ſuch fignal be» 
nefits. is the ſoul of commerce 
in all theſe Northern parts; it is the founda« 
tion, on which all the Ruffian nayal force hag 


nutſery of ſailors moſt depends. At the ſame 
time, that theſe capital circumſtances attend 
it, muſt be acknowledged, that it is very de- 


ficient, as a receptacle of the men of war of a 


great empire; for the depth of water, the freſh» 
thing at Pe- 
g. are againſt the uſe of it for that pur- 
yards are at Peterſburg, but the 
depth of water js fo inconfiderable, that no- 
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are conyeyed to Cronſlot, 
y dane neither. Once, this 
work was effected by means of moſt expen+ 
five machines, dit naw, they pete withour 
that difficulty, by means of the new canal, 
which is not howeyer ſo complete, but that 
_——— 
them. It is not only men of war, however 
tt: . yu galleys ® are 
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the ſyſtem. of politics, the uſe of galleys vary: 
In a war, on the coaſt of the Baltic, they are 
increaſed in number; but, when a peace 


did; ar 


attended to. 

Peterſburg is amazingly increnked 5 m fize 
within theſe forty years: At the death of 
| ver the Gras; in BN cet: exits 
cularly after the example of Mahomet II. at the ſeige of 
The Swedes can teſtify, whether theſe Ruſſian galleys 


are formidable. They have ſeen them ravage their rich 
mines of N ing, the whole coaſts of Gothland and 


Sudermania, and ſhew themſelves, even before Stock- | 


holm.” He alſo adds another circumftance, which is 
worthy of note, concerning the timber uſed for 
building here. * Of what wood do you think t 
ſhips are built at Peterſburg? It is a ſpecies of oak, 
is at feaſt two fummers upon the road, before it arrives. It 
comes ready cut by the carpenter from the kingdom of 
Caſan. It goes a little way up the Wolga, then the 
Tuertza, paſſes through a canal into the ſea, from thence 
into the Meſta, and, by means of the Volcova, falls into a 
canal, which conveys it into the Jake Ladoga, from 
thence it deſcends at laſt by the Neva to Peterſburg. I 
faw in this port a floop, built at Cafan, from whence it 
came by the rivers, I have juſt mentioned, which join the 
Caſpian ſea to the Baltick, and are a quite different thing 
rom the famous canal of Languedoc.“ 


is hardly any ſuch thing, as j 
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thouſand inhabitants, and now the Ruſſians 
aſſert, that there are five hundred thouſand ; 
but this 1s an wn. It covers a very 
great extent of land and water; the ſtreets 
are ſorne of them very broad, long, and with 
canals in the middle of them; and others are 
planted in the Dutch faſhion; which, I before 
| obſerved, is a wretched plan; the houſes are 
immenſely large: the palaces of the nobility, 
Ichink, exceed in fize thoſe of any city, I have 
| ſeen; and that of the Empreſs is an amazing 
ſtructure : but let me remark, that they are 
mg.. br 41 
are ſtuck fo thick with ornaments, that thera 
of thar 
proportions: the Italian architefture is mixed 
with the Dutch, and the whole forms very 
inelegant buildings, in which true taſte is to- 
rally facrificed to a of ornament. 
But if the eye does not ſcrutinize into the ſe- 
parate parts of the buildings, but takes only 
the ſtreets at large, the city may be fairly 
pronounced a very ſine one. 
The Czar himſelf ſpared no pains in ren- 
dering it as ſtrong as poſſible; for being at the 
very extremity of his dominions, cloſe to his 
enemies the Swedes, and open to the attacks, 
which were poiũble to ariſe from his European 
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the cathedral, or many churches. In the 
docks, they have a great number of carpenters 
continually at work, among whorti are many 
Engliſh, diſcharged by the government, on | 
the conclufion of the peace in 1763, they 
meet with great here, and are 
much better employed, than if in the ſervice 
of France or Spain. They build here all forts 
of veſſels, from ſhips of one hundred and 
twenty guns, (and ſome, much larger have 
been known) down to boats, and the number, 


always on the ſtocks at a time, is confiderable. 


After the death of Peter the Great, the marine 


was neglected, inſomuch, that the Empreſs's 
naval ſtrength was not computed to be a fifth 
part of what, that great monarch poſſeſſed, and 
this was owing to a want of trade, which 
can alone make ſeamen; unleſs, when in the 

hands of ſuch a man as Peter, who created 
every thing: But the preſent Empreſs, who 
has thrown the ſpirit of that great monarch 
into all the departments of the ſtate, has re-- 
vived it wonderfully, fo that at preſent the 
Ruſſians have a formidable navy, and, in a 


few years, will have a yet more conſiderable 
one. 


There 1s ſcarcely any thing at Peterſburg, 
more deſerving notice, than the foundery : 
The iron is brought from Kexholm by water, 

| and 
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and the number of cannon and mortars, that 
are caſt here, is very great; alſo cannon balls, 
ſhells, and all ſorts of military implements, in 
which iron 1s uſed; which are made here at as 
ſmall an expence, as in Sweden, or any other 
part of the world. The arfenal is always well 

ſtored with them; and there are vaſt quantities, 
made on a private account for exportation, 
forming a very conſiderable branch of com- 
merce. | 
The trade of Peterſburg is much more con- 
ſiderable, than that of any other town in the 
Ruſſian empire; and would figure, on compa- 
riſon, with many very great marts in other 
parts of Europe; but unfortunately, that vaſt 
commerce is, nine - tenths of it, carried on in 
foreign bottoms. The Dutch alone load an- 
nually here with timber, iron, and all ſorts 
of naval ſtores, a great many ſhips, and the 
Engliſh many more. Vi 
The commodities, theſe nations carry from 
Peterſburg, are tar, bees wax, pitch, hemp, 
flax, leather, ſkins, furs, pot-aſhes, timber, 
plank, iron, yarn, linen, lintſeed, &c. and 
theſe in ſuch quantities, that the very balance 
of trade, between Great-Britain and Rufha, 
has becn reckoned at four hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, againſt the former; the a- 
1k mount of the total commerce may therefore 
be eaſiiy conceived. The royal navy of Eng- 
Vor. III. 9 
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landis almoſt totally ſupplied with hemp from 
Peterfburg, alſo with great quantities of iron, 
and other naval ſtores, and all the ſhipping in 
England likewiſe; and this importation has 
increaſed very much, fince the Swedes laid a 
prohibition on our manufactures, ſo that the 
importation, from that country, was reduced 
to the few articles, which neceſſity obliged us 
to have from thence ; and all the reſt very 
politically tranferred to Ruſſia. 
The great amount of the commerce, be- 
tween us and this empire, has been the occa- 
ſion of very many political diſſertations and 
treatiſes, proving the neceſſity of encouraging 
the production of all the commodities, we im- 
port from Ruſſia, in our colonies; and I 
think, our politicians have not, in any inſtance, 
had better grounds for their opinions, or ſup- 
ported their propoſitions with more unanſwer- 
able arguments. A trading nation ſhould ne- 
ver regret parting with its money, when ſhe 
thereby adds to her induſtry; but, in this caſe, 
we pay three or four hundred thouſand | 
pounds a year to Ruſſia for thoſe commodi- 
ties, which our own colonies would produce; 
and the difference is, that now we pay in 
caſh, but to our colonies, we ſhould pay in 
manufactures: conſequently, for want of 
this 3 being effected, we loſe the em- 


ployment 
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ployment of ſo many of our poor, as could 
earn the whole amount of that ſum ; and 
we alſo loſe the general profit, reſulting to the 
nation at large, by their earning ſuch a ſum 


of money ; for any increaſe of our national 
income, raiſed by an increaſe of induſtry, 1s 
| beneficial to us, in a much greaterdegree, than 
the mere amount of it. To 1lluftrate this, let 
us conſider the advantage to Ruſſia, of our pay- 
ing her a balance of three or four hundred 
thouſand pounds. That balance is paid to a 
certain number of merchants and dealers at 
Peterſburg and other ports ; they pay it to a 
ſet of landlords, miners, huſbandmen, and 
manufacturers. Theſe again pay it to all 
the manufacturers, tradeſmen, &c. with 
whom they deal ; and theſe to a freſh ſet. 
Now every art, trade, buſineſs, and profeſ- 
ſion, in the whole empire, come in for an ad- 
ditional income, from this ſum, circulating 
through the maſs of induſtry; and every one 
of them are effentially the richer. If this 
circulation could be traced, it would probably 
be found, that three hundred thouſand pounds 
a year, gained in the precious metal, were 
equal, in general by improvement, to the va- 
lue of nine or twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds a year. Becauſe, no one can be ſuppo- 
ſed to have an increaſe of income in Ruſſia, 
I 2 any 
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any more than any where elſe, without in- 
creaſing his expences proportionably ; that is, 
8 more cloth, more ſhoes, 
ys more builders, and, in a word, 
as antifta of of fits. Nane of which can 
increaſe, without reciprocal benefits, flowing 
back again ; and the government, from the 
whole circulation in every ſtep it takes, ſeizes 
a part, by means of taxes. This is but a 
flight ſketch of the effects of an 
wealth; to explain it fully, wouldtakea much 
greater compaſs. 
The greateſt trade at is carried 
on by the Engliſh; next in rank, come the 
Dutch; as to the French, they deal here, as 
little as poſſible; for the two crowns are very 
far from being on a good footing; the French 
and the Swedes being in cloſe alliance, they 
therefore trade to Sweden for all thoſe com- 
modities, which England gets from Ruffia, 
ſome few excepted, which are not to be had 
at that market. Notwithſtanding this, they 
conſume large quantities of French commo- 
dities in Ruſſia, but theſe come to them, 
principally through the hands of the Dutch. 
The building this capital has had a very 
great effect in improving large tracks of land 
in the ſurrounding provinces : The corn and 


other proviſions, which are brought hi- 
ther, 
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ther, and the variety of nierchandize, that is 
Exported from hence, employ ſome of the 
world. The Neva, the great lakes of Lagods 
and Onega ; the Tuerka, the Meſta, the Vol- 
cova, and the Wolga, all theſe rivers, with 
many others, tho ſome of them are at a great 
diſtance, keep open a communication between 
Peterſburg atid thoſe noble tracks of country 
upon the Caſpian and Euxine ſeas: but it max 
be ſuppoſed, that the greateſt advantages are 
made by the people, who have not fuch 2 
diſtance to go; ſo that the products of all 
the neighbouring provinces are ĩnſinitely grea 
ter, than thoſe of others more diſtant. IS, 
I have heard, ſome Ruſſians affirm, that 
all this ſeeming increaſe of culture, of manu- 
factures, and of commerce, is imaginary; 
thatit is all owing to the ſovereign's fixing the 
feat of government here, which has not raiſed 
a new population, but drawn an old one from 
other provinces. Moſco was once the me- 
tropolis, and the ſeat of government, &c. and 
Novogorod, the great ſtaple of trade; but 
Peterſburg now is both; and has half depo- 
pulated thoſe cities, as well as Archangel, 
which was once a place of very great trade. 
In anſwer to this, I allow, that part of the aſ- 
ſertion is true; ts 5 


ES 
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of this city, and its neighbourhood, is owing 


do a deſertion of other places; but, at the ſame 
time, I muſt inſiſt, that a new population muſt 
have been created by means of this city, be- 
cauſe a new induſtry has ſprung up, new 
trades opened, new manufactures eſtabliſhed, 


and innumerableartiſts employed, which were 


Not in being before; and many of which could 
not have been in being, had not this city 
been founded. There is no doubt, but the 


ties, their way into Europe, before Peter the 
Great's time; but every one muſt be ſenfible 
of the comparative ſmallneſs of the quantity, 
when they had not an European port, and 


when all their products, in order to get to the 
Baltick, were forced to fubmit to a long land 


carriage through an enemy's country, and 
ſubject to whatever duties, that enemy choſe 


to layon them. Thepreſent method of carry- 
ing on their trade, manufactures and products 


has, I think, every advantage over the former; 
and if this is allowed, it follows of courſe, 
that population is proportionably increaſed, 


and wealth moſt certainly ; both which have 


2 direct effect in raiſing the value of land, 
for a great diſtance around the capital. 

But the building of the city was a work of 
the Great Peter's, which js giving it all the 
illuſtration, 


Ruſſian commodities found, in ſmall quanti- 
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in practice, obſtacles ſometimes aroſe which 
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Huſtration, that is neceſſary; for if ever 
mortal was endowed with the true art of 
governing, with that kind of univerſal ge- 
nius, equally great in practice and ſpecula- 


tion, it was him. All his ideas, all his plans, 


had ſomething ſo great and comprehenſive 
in them; ſuch a power of foreſeeing future 
events, and ſuch abilities, in providing for 
them, that he never once failed in theory, tho 


were beyond his power to counteract. The 


founding of Peterſburg is onecapitalinſtance; 


for ever fince he made it the ſeat of his ma · 
rine, andtheprincipal trading town of his do- 
minions, it has been of more real ſervice to 
the empire, than any other meaſure, he could 


poſſibly have adopted. What an extent of 
political imagination is diſplayed in his inland 


navi gations! They have a greatneſs, unrival- 


led in any other part of the world. But the 
moſt capital project of the Czar's was that, 


wherein he planned a navigation to the Medi- 


terranean. Next to Peterſburg, the favourite of 
his empire, was Azoph, the reaſon of which was 


his deſign of eſtabliſhing a trade from thence, 


_ thro' the Thracian Boſphorus to the Archipe- 
lago. This would not only have given him 


greater mercantile advantagesthanPeterſburg, 
I 4 | bdut 
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but would have endangered the very being 
of the Turkiſh empire; by letting a naval 
power of the Ruſſians into the very heart of 
Conſtantinople; and that Peter deſigned ſome- 
thing more, than commerce, we may 
gather from his forming docks, yards, and 
naval magazines, at Azoph; and actually 
had ſhips of ſeventy guns upon the ſtocks, 
which ſufficiently ſhewed, that he intended 
a naval war upon the Euxine ſea againſt the 
Turks. 

The Ruſſian empire, though of ſuch an 
amazing extent, is very well known to be 
that it contains ſeventeen millions of inhabi- 
tants, and one million in the conquered pro- 


vinces; but from the beſt accounts I could get 
preſent 


at Peterſburg, I believe the number at 
to be more conſiderable. Almoſt from the 


ſubjects by many ways, principally bya gene- 
ral and very active encouragement of all arts, 
of 


agriculture, mining, manufactures and 
commerce, and this with ſucheffect, that all of 
them are moreflouriſhing at this time by many 
degrees, than they were twenty years ago. And 
another means, which ſhe takes to increaſe 


her people, has been inviting fore! jour s 
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this ſhe has done, in a ſtill greater degree, than 
any of her predeceſſors; almoft from her ac- 
ceffion to the empire, ſhe has brought conti- 
nual bodies of Germans, Poles, and Greeks 
from Turkey, to ſettle in her dominions, and 
theſe not few in numbers; from the coaſts of 
Germany, ſhip loads, but from Poland and 
Turkey, whole towns, villages and diſtricts have 
left their habitations and ſettled in Ruſſia; 
nor has it been only at certain times. but re- 
gular emigration, in 3 of her conti 
nued encouragement. 

This encouragement, which the Empreſs - 
has conſtantly granted, conſiſts in ſeveral very 
important articles. All the expences of the 
Journey, or voyage from their native country, 
are borne by her; ſhe feeds and ſupports them 
by the way. Upon their arrival, at the terri- 
tory, appointed them to cultivate, (which has 
always been part of the crown lands) every 
family has a cottage ereſted at her expence, to 
whach they contribute labour; they then are 
furniſhed with implements, neceſſary for cul- 
tivation,andone year's proviſions for thewhole 
family. A further advantage is an exemption 

from all taxes, during five years. All which 
is a ſyſtem of ſuch admirable poliey, and car 
ried into execution with ſuch unuſual ſpirit, 
even while the finances of the empire have 
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been much diſtreſſed by expenſive wars, that 
I know not an inſtance in hiſtory, ſuperior to 
it. There can be no doubt, but the advan- 
tages muſt be immenſe, not only in population, 
but alſo revenue; for theſe ſettlers, though 
they have an aſſignment of lands for ever, yet 
it is, after a certain number of years, under 
payment of an annual quit-rent, ſufficient to 
produce a conſiderable revenue. Thecontinu- 
ed diſorders in Poland, and the oppreſſions in 
Turkey, have cauſed many thouſands of fa- 
milies, annually to leave their country, and 
make uſe of this bounty of the empreſs. By 
this time, the increaſe of people muſt be very 
great; ſome perſons, whoſe information I be- 
eve is very good, aſſured me, that the num- 
ber of ſouls, thus gained, ſince the acceſſion of 
the preſent Czarina, is not leſs than fix hun- 
dred thouſand; I muſt own, the number 
appears almoſt incredible. We may, with- 
out ſuppoſing the total, fo very great, eaſily 
fee from hence, that ſne muſt have raiſed 
the revenue of the crown lands very much, 
and put them in a way of being yet more im- 
proved; for certainly, peopling them was the 
firſt rational ſtep, that could be taken, and one 
which never could deceive her. I made en- 
quiries concerning the ſituation of the emi- 


grants, and whether all the promiſes, that 


RUSS 1 A 123 


had been made to them, had been executed; 
and 1 was aſſured, that they were moſt punc- 
| tually ; but that, in very many caſes, much 
morewas done for them, than promiſed, and 
every effort taken, to make them perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with their choice; a proof of which is 
theincreaſednumbers, that have been coming 
from the beginning : the accounts ſent back by 
the firſt ſettlers, being ſuch, as induced others 
to take the ſame meaſures, and this effect has 
been regular ever ſince; ſo that the number 
of new comers 1s at preſent greater than ever, 
and promiſes to be ſo conſiderable, that in a 
few years, if the troubles in Poland continue, 
the increaſe of people here will be immenſe, 
and with them, certainly, that of the power, 
and wealth of the empire. Nor has anyevent of 
ber reigndiſcovered a greater underſtanding, 
than this regular favour ſhewn to population. 
The revenuesof the Ruſſian empire are very 
great, conſid the value of money; which 
in theſe ſort of diſquiſitions, ought ever to 
be conſidered, though it rarely is ſo. The 
Empreſs is, in many articles, the ſole mer- 
chant in her dominions. The whole trade, 
by land to China, is on her account: this is 
not indeed conſiderable, for a caravan realy 
goes now. Rhubarb, pot- aſhes, and ſpices, are 
branches, in which ſhe, and nobody elſe, 
trades, 
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trades. Salt is an article, that brings her in 
an immenſe revenue. Very large quantities 
of the beſt hemp of the Ukrain are bought and 
fold on her accoumt; much iron, the fame ; 
and even beer and brandy are her's. Beſides 
theſe articles, ſhe has cuſtoms; tolls, and = 
poll-tax of three ſhillings and fix-pence a 
head. The crown-lands, which ate prodi- 
giouſly extenſive, bring in a confiderable 
revenue. 

The following general account was ſhewn 
me at Pe of the Empreis s revenue, 
reckoned in Eng liſh money. It is handed 


China trade, Rhubarb, and Spice = 
Pot-aſhes — cc 60,000 


 Caſtans amn — 179,000 | 
Baths and licenſed houſes —— 68,000 


Other duties &c. comprehending 7 | 
all other taxes — J ooo 


| Total : 5 — £ 3,689,000 


But the value of ſuch a revenue wilt — 
— 


RUS 81 N. 125 


appear clearly to any reader, that does not 
conſider the great difference of the value of 
money in this country, and others, that are 
full of commerce and wealth; upon the near 
eſt computation I can make, theſe four mil 
lions are about as good, as ten in England, 
And if we ſuppoſe them ten, we ſhall thea 
ſee the great importance of liberty, trade and 
manufactures, in raifing a publick revenue; 
for eighteen or nineteen millions of people 
in Ruſſia, yield no greater revenue, than 
a third of that number, yield in England. 
Wealth, therefore, depends no further on po- 
pulation, than the induſtry of that population 
extends. It is a flouriſhing agriculture, im- 
proving manufactures, and an extenſive com- 
merce, which yield a great publick revenue. 
Introducing induſtry among all claſſes of 
people, that were not induſtrious before, is 
therefore as eſſential anincreaſe of inhabitants, 
as bringing in foreign emigrants : both theſe 
means have been employed by the preſent ſo- 
vereign of Ruſſia, for the aggregate of the in- 
duſtry of this empire is vaſtly more con- 
ſiderable, than when ſhe came to the throne. 
She has iſſued out ſeveral edicts for the en- 
couragement of agriculture; and herein ſhe 
has proceeded with her uſual politicks; for ſhe 
rightly conſidered, that the way to make this 
maoſt 
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moſt uſeful of all the arts, to flouriſh, is to ſet 
its profeſſors at caſe; ſhe has accordingly given 
a much greater degree of liberty to the pea- 
ſants, than ever they enjoyed before; for they 
were greater ſlaves, than even in Poland; but 
now, every nobleman (called yet Boyards in 
Ruſſia) whoſe eſtate confiſts of a given num- 
ber of families, is obliged to enfranchiſe one 
family every year, and they are directed by 
the Empreſs to ſelect for this purpoſe the molt 
induſtrious family they have : the peaſant has 
a farm aſſigned him, and the Empreſs makes 
him a preſent of ſome implement of the great- 
eſt uſe; but he 1s, by the ſame edict, to pay 
after three years a rent to the nobleman, that 
is very conſiderable; the deſign of which is to 
convince the nobility of the advantage of let- 
ting their eſtates to the peaſants, for a rent 
in money: and I was informed, that many of 
them had made a great progreſs in it, partly 
from conviction of its expediency, and partly 

from paying their court to the ſovereign. 
Betfides this meaſure, there are great en- 
couragements given both in freedom, and in 
exemption from taxes and ſervices, to all thoſe, 
who improve waſte lands, by bringing them 
into culture. Such a ſyſtem is highly ne- 
ceſſary in an empire, that contains more land 
than Europe, but not more inhabitants, than 
Germany; 
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Germany; and where, immenſe tracks of as. 


ine foil, as any in the world, are utterly waſte. 
If the life of the preſent Empreſs is a long 
one, great things will be done in this walk of 
improvement, and many very extenſive terri- 
_ tories cultivated, which have hitherto laid 
_ waſte. The foreigners, which ſhe has ſettled, 
and continues to ſettle, and the encou t 
which huſbandry meets with, will have a 
great effect, in giving a new countenance to 
the agriculture of many provinces. 
I made enquiries concerning the preſent 
| ſtate of Ruſſian manufaQtures, and was in- 
formed, that they have never been able to make 
them, any thing conſiderable: They have 
at Peterſburg ſome very large founderies, 
where all forts of ammunition and military 
ſtores are made; and they make ſome very 
good cloth of hemp, but the quantity of this 
laſt is not conſiderable. There are many other 
fabricks, but not of conſequence, nor any ways 
proportioned to the number of the people. 
They have many woollen manufactories, but 
they do not cloath even their own army. 
England has the greateſt ſhare in the com- 
merce of ſupplying them; the import, at Pe- 
terſburg of coarſe and fine woollen cloths, is 
very conſiderable: what we do not fend them, 
* have from the Dutch; but the French 


ſend 
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ſend none. Nor is there hardly a manufac- 
tory in England, that does not ſend great 
quantities of its fabricks hither ; and, not- 
withſtanding, ſo great an exportation, yet the 
unportation of hemp, iron, &c. is ſo great, 
that a large balance is paid (as I before men- 
tioned) to Ruſſia. There are ſeveral inſtances 
of much being given to the 
national manufactures, but the effect has not 
been great, and I muſt own myſelf of opinion, 
that it never will be great; for the Ruſſians 
do not ſeem to take to any ſort, but thoſe, in 
whuach they are from their infancy converſant. 
They make excellent carpenters, ſhip-build- 
ers, ſmiths, and founders, but they will ne- 
ver make a figure, as weavers. 
It alfo deferves enquiry, whether it weuld 
be highly political, to make any great efforts 
in complicated manufactures, which require 
very many hands, while there is ſo immenſe 
a territory to cultivate, and not of barren 
mountains, like Sweden, but of great extended 
plains of as rich land, as the beſt parts of 
England, or even Holland: conſequently, with 
ſuch materials to work upon, it 18 much to be 
- queſtioned, if a given number of hands would 
not in raifing hemp and flax, or making pot- 
aſhes, bring in a greater ſum of money to the 
6 
nufactures. 


| this empire, I have no doubt, but a ths fad 
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aufactures. I appears tomevery clearly/that 


they would. From the „hie 
Rive had of ſcheral immienſe of 


pounds and ten prople would, employed ii in tz 
tending cattle, yield a piciter returm in-hides 
and tallot alone, than from any manuſuo- 
bares they could be employed in; for ther 
ate meadows (not bogs or marſhes) covered 
3 ů˙ bn 4 
ie will, and very few of then... — 
try, where there is ſuch plenty of excellent 
End, and through which, run ſo many navis 
„ ů 
to a ready market; and notwithſtanding theſs 
— there are large waſtes, ſtill On cl 
very banks of thoſe rivers ; under ſuch eit- 
eumftatices, I apprehend, that no attention to 
manufactures can yield a profit, equal 19:6 
proper cultivation: N 
would be far „the public revenus 
would dee e 6 and populaq 
tion ĩnereaſed in a much greater proportion 
If I was ſufficiently verſed in the theory of 
ſtocking ground with inftruments of- tillage, 
and with cattle, &c. I ſhould be able to make” 
this appear by minute 5 1 
* r iger 
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vot apprehend, that there js any reaſon, ia 
general, to doubt it. 
While this is the caſe, py SO flls the 
throve of Ruffa, will moſt advapce.the inter- 
eſts of that empire, by pramativg, bxevery pal: 
de means, the cultivation of ſo jmmeanſe a 
territory; if there happens à ſucceſion far a 
period of time, of ſuch ſqyerrigns, 28.85 
preſent fill that throne, this-vaſt empire will 
be raiſed by theſe means to a pitch of grandeur, 
much excecding,. what it at prafenc poſſeſſes: 
— 
y the preſent is 
— that hais able of the inp? 
portance of directing her views principally 
| ko this end; they have hitherto been at- 
tended with ſuch ſucceſs, as to be a very ſtrong 
proof, that the plan, upon which ſhe hay pra- 
ceeded, is a juſt one; 3 diſſerent ane might 
have been followed more in favqur of manu- 
faftyres, by planting the foreign emigrants 
thickly in the near neighbourhood of theſe 
places only, which ba have fabrics in them, 
with 2 view to the employment of many of 
chem in theſe manufactures. 
| Relative to the commerce af Ruſlia, it 
ſhould be remembered, previouſly to any en- 
quiry into its preſent ſtate, that this immenſe 
empire is by no means fituated advantageouſly 
j . a for 
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pres orig ap na 
an, are in ſhe Baltick, a fea, that is frozen” 
almaſt, half the year; and, at. che ſame. time, 
it is at-the extremity-af-the. erapire; fo that 
che commedities, which are exported 
«his. fe- ar obliged 40 be brought -fome 
thoulaud. of males, before they are put. op 


that dt much affefts the.commence.of the S 
pue, and is of a nature, that will nat admit ot 
any med. This r 
as..to.the.export of its and commo- 
Ates, but the dhipping of the empire ige, 
trifling, compared with That to which ſhe gives 
 exuployment.... Alithe trade, which-chq;Eng- 
' kſh-carzy en with Ruſſia, is in their omi 
turns: it. ĩs the lame with the Dutch, and. al- 
moſt all eher European ; ſo that the 
Nuſſian flag ĩs ſcarcely. in the World, 
although Ruſſian commodities arc met tb 
3a many places. 
| To remedy this evil by a general extenſion 
of commerce, and by procuring a navigation 
on à more favourable fea, the Czar, Peter the 
Great, formed the noble plan of raifing a naval 
power on the Black ſea, and eſtabliſhing a 
n | 
K 2 the 
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the ſexof Conſtantinople with the Mediterta- 
Neun; one of the greateſt 'defigns, which 
could have entered the head of any ſovereign 
of Ruſſia, and which would give a very conſi- 
-derable ſhare of the commerce of the world to 
that empire. It ſhould be remembered, that 
the richeſt products, which Ruſfizexptits; arp 
thoſe of the moſt ſouthernly provinces, parti- 
.cularly the Ukraine; which is univerſity al. 
Kits be one of the Eneft — 
world; the rivers, Which flow thro this ter- 
itory; alt take their courſe to the Black ſea; 
10 that it is only by an artificial navigation, 
r chat they are brought 
to] It is well known, ' that they 


ate an Peterſburg; which, 
wih dhe increaſe of trade; reſulting from a na- 


9 „ -w- 


in the N te * Europe, ould give the 
-empife at one fireſe; ten times the commerce, 
it can eder poſſeſs otherwiſe ; and would, at 
the ſame time, give the Czarina ſuch an advan- | 

D rr 
2 of Conſtantinople, and with it, that 
of their empire. And if the plan, upon which 
that great monarch conducted his wars againſt 
the Turks, be conſidered, it will appear, that 


he never loſt fight of this great object. Azoph 


„USS TA. 


— hich be pi he forgified 
at at a yet greater expence, and built a fleet of 


out ſhips for: that | navigation, docks, 
yards, and magazines _ 
N 


of all ſorts; but the 
of the Pruth put an 


to his hopes, and gave back that 
to the Turks: Had he been ſucceſsful, be 
defigned-the; canqueſt of the Crimea, which 
would as once have given him paſſeſion of a 
Euxi I 2 
ne. vas ſteadily purſued 
In the war of 2735, which ended with the 
EE 
= | 
„ * 
F e motos will gr ern 
ſome of the conf ces, which would, in 


Moldavia, Bulgaria, and W. | 

"Tartar diſtricts to the W rdey ſea, as 
ſome writers;have done, jet us only ſtate the 
navigation, from the Euxine to the Mediterra- 
nean, being made free to both nations, and 
Azoph and the Crimea in the hands of the 
Ruſhans. "They would then have a free navi- 
** r by 


K 3 means 


| where their ſhips would load: for: 


Italy, when embargoes : are laid in England; 


fent, theſe countiits have no bent for foch 2 
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means of the Tanaio and the Doners, down to 
grand ma- 


Aroph; that port ud then be the 
of all the cernmedities of their 


them through all — 
Europe, and on tlie coaſt of Aft, 2 the 
ane time, that Peterſburg ſear wem to all che 
Northern ones. But this trade would ge 
hem a new export, which would prove, per- 
haps, ofmore , than alt che others 
put together; that of com: che fineſt tert. 


tories of Europe for huſbandry are ſaid to be 


the tracks on the North of the Black fex, in- 
cluding the provitte of the URtzine; ar pre- 


product, and therefore raife no more, than for 
theit own conſdmption; but, in taſe of fuch 
a Ruffian navigation, as Lam now ſpeaking of, 
this territory would lie much Vetter for ſup- 
plying the beft corn markets in Eutope, than 
— which at pteſent ſupply them. ' Barbary 
amd Sicily, it is true, yield an uncertain ſupply; 
but it is well khown, that Holland fupplics 


moft of the dermaiids of Portugal; Spain, and 


ard the Duth bring the corn , they thus trade 
in from Daitzick; let the reader therefore 
compare the navigation from Azoph, to all 
the coaſts of the Mediterranean, 


from 


with that 


* Rus SI 2s 


from Duntzick, round three fourtbs of Ru- 
op Jt is very evident, chat the Ruſſians 
would at once command the entice ſupply of 
& choſe couitries; not only, with fo impor- 
tant an articks} «4 that of corn, but would, for 
che ſamd'teafen, gain the exclufive trade of 
rr. >< 
8 &c. 14 
/» Relative to ſtrength in war, e 
aach ee e eee 
dan hardly ſuppbſe, the Turks would. ſubmit 
a Ruſſian navigation, through the heart of 
, withouttheywerefirſtreduted 
0 the laſſie cremity :: aui n ſuch +. Rate of 
weakneſs, their ſubmittimg to it, would, in 
_ Eaſe ofu'fuccerding war, be but another word 
foro h vf their empire. It waull 
naval forte of the two covpires 
on the Blabkſea; for whichever fer. in cals 
df a 
endes, e the war; if the: Taks 
had the berrer, the — 


from all the advantages propoſed; und if 
victory declared for the ,Conſtantindple, 
and all the of the Ottoman empire, 


would be expoſed to them in the moſt dauge- 
rous manner; and if the advantages of the Ruſ- 
fians, in building and equpping fects, with 


. 
1 
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All ſorts of materĩals, be confidered,_it- cat 
hardly be doubted, but they would gain the 
moſt deciſive ſuperiority. Nor ſhould I omit 
abſerving, that the me paſſeſſion of Azoph 
1 — _ 


Yhin adds ib nowein. being; ani ͤ— proe 
bability; before the preſent. war ſees a period; 
whe Turks will find the ams of Nuſſia, in- 
nitely heavier, than in the laſt, and themſelves 
Attacked with: a maritime force on the Black 

lea, much too great for them to contend with. 
Lhave been told, that it is a fixed:determina- 
tion of the Czarina's, not to conclude this war, 
without gaining a powerful eſtabliſhment on 
tte Black fea, fo that Azoph —— 4 
; 1 ˙ nnd equally fnn- 


mn 

Ik we judge from the: preſent. ſtate of the 
Ruffian army, we may look for great ſucceſs; 
fro the firſt foundation of it, the officers did 
not want en ; and the men may all 
be called veterans. It is the ſame army, that 
for all the * — the be og. of 


and what 15 yet 


- 


4 bd 2 - 

-.. ./Thisempue 
* * 

Nom it is 
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in the laft wer; becauſe the Ruflian am 3s 
better, more numerous, ani wich av actitiery, 
| „ Sansa und; u che 
joyed delves Poland — — 
fourths of it abſolutely in hee phat, uc win 
in, inſtead of falligg dachte Naſfia, which 
was the cenie beste. I dwelt che more 'up- 
on cheſe Eunme, — «> 
ſee two powers agaiti- oppoſition; und 
4 with very 2 . 
* . of the Ruan Kev pos 
milles alſo well w the ehe; Gt it hover 
aw ſo many hands, bs; hu 
time of Peter the Great to thipieſrnt,. New 
ſhips ate every dy Luteliling at 1 
and all th& dd ones; teparringwith great 
petition; « ſtout ſiuadt omi — Gtting nk, out; — 
ſuch a force, that one wobid think, the Dai 
preſs meant to awe the Bultic, while her a 
is cinployed againſt the Turks. 'She has 
many ſhip-catpenters on the Tanais, and will 
de extremely- formidable on the Black ſex. 
So that if ever Ruffia began a war wick a 
| good proſpett of ſucceſi, it is this againſt the 
Ts * r 7, 


JEW SIM wy 
withi whom I becaide acquainted; on my ſirſt 
coming bither: Mere are fo thay, har Tam 
curwinced, we hive mort: people! 


uin tha Zuſ- 
tian ſervice by ſea and land, zs Wella in many 
— — in couſeftuted in Eng- 
righchit; orthey would notberemptedto leave 


their own country;3 and. very politic it is 
the Etpptrſo, 


to avaitherſelf ſo ſtrongty of the 
md wag rs — | 
of more importance to her, than getting as 
many of our officers by fea and land into her 
ſervice, as poſſible ; men, ſhe has in ab- 
dance, and mats, thar will fan fir ever whe 
mot vt; but the deſaits of Ruffia will 
her officers, tho' her on — 
| have formed many, under the tuition of b. 
Our are of infinite com 
to her; and the has great numbers 
— — as well 25a 
gers and common ſeamen. There never was 
= period, more favourable to ſuch defigns, than 


% 


Dad employed à greater number of forces, 
beth by land and ſea, than we evuld poſfibly 
uf ſo that very many of theta 
| be ſuppoſed willing enough to enter ia - 
to-the ſervife of a power, in alliance with us; 
OS. 4 I re. an 


| the concluſion of the late war; in which we 
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an opportunity invaluable to the 
and of which, Lum clear, the made good ul 
This cauſe, with the conſtant trade we car 
xy cn with Purcell, fills that city with 
Engliſh, Soteh, and Iriſh ; but they. make 
no great figure; which is very cafily, acount- 
dd for. From what L have ſeen of the Ru- 
| "fians; the character, I had heard of them, ap- 


pears very juſt; they are a ſtrange people, 
chat carry,inall-the lower claſſes, the marks of 


civility, juſt emerging from barbatity. They 
are obedient, and very paticht; but have- a 


moroſeneſa, that ſeems, as if it would never be 
tamed. 


The loweſt among thera live in con- 
ant ſeverity, yet that does not ſeem to how 
down their ſpirits or activity, as ſlavery. does 
in all other countries: they: make nothing of 
hardſhips, and will bear in contiquance, what 
would deſtroy, in a ſhort time, other people of 
leſs robuſt conſtitutions. The higher claſſes, 
however, ſhow nothing of this. They appear, 
in ſome meaſuse, like other people, which is 

the effect of luxury among them, that every 


among 
— it comes. It may be thought odd by 


8 


1 ůů inde 
en and other crcamſlances of the coun - 


try 
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N ee ee e 
folute zn Eurape; there is not even the ap- 
pearance of the leaſt barrier, hetween tha will 
of the ſovereign and the people: all ranks are 
equally ſlaves do tha Euiprels, not :lubjetts; 
and their puniſhmetits ſhew' the {ping of the 
legiſlature 3 the greateſt nobility are liable to 
ſuffet the knout, that is, to. be whipped tp 
death; and other violent puniſhments;;are 


| uſed, ſuch as cutting out tongues, hanging up 


by the ribs, and many other efforts of barbaci- 
ity, which ſhew the cruelty of deſpotiſm, 
without having any good effeft. In the fame 
_ {piritalſo, we have ſeen the cevolutians of the 
government: ſcarcely, a ſovereign dies a na- 
tural death, but is cut off; and, by a revolu- 
tion in the government, a wiſe, a brother, 
or a ſiſter, fixed in the throne; and all this 

performed. by the regiments of guards, who, 
in fact. are pretorian cohorts, giving away 
the empire at their pleaſure, This is over a 
mark of a deſpotie government, which is al- 
ways inſecure, in proportion to its ſeverity. 
It is amazing, chat politic princes, who 
are advanced to a throge by the favour of two 


or three regiments of guards, do not fee in a 
clearer manner, that the fame power, which 


gives 


5 0 | 

1M, 

® * 
deſpotiſm, ke 


— in particular, but all the regiments. 
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Sa n 


5 tojerabl „e bidkdenthe bell 
bailey, ie Wwe Serie er- There are a 
great many concerts, in which we find nume-< - 
rous performers of great merit, but all Ger- 
wits here ive plays fo exhiited, but iro- 
gularly, and not with circum- 
ſtances; an opera was eftabliſhed, but it did 
not laſt long; but by the accountsT have had, 
the gala time is, when parties can be made on 
the ice: In winter, all the country is covered 


with ſnow, frozen fo hard, that it is the 
common ſeaſon for 
merable 


- and then innu- 
parties are made in fledges, which are 
drawn on the frozen ſnow over lakes, plains, 
rivers, bogs, &c. and muſt form a ſpectacle, 
really aſtoniſhing to thoſs; who never beheld 
it: I am alſo told, that this way of travelling 
is ſo very commodious, expeditious, and agree- 


18 that x houſandriks ar paſſed with 


CT a+ - -. „ 


much 
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much greater eaſe, than an hundred at any 
other ſeaſon. As I purpoſe ſeein 


g the ſouthern 
provinces of the empire, I ſhall therefore be 
gone, before this entertainment is tobereaped ; 
but, if I can make jt: tolerably convenient, 
will take a ſhare in it; on my return for Po- 
land; tho I have no great idea of travelling 
on ſnow with any degree of information, or 
even much entertainment; for the foil, and 
the cultivation of it, and the ſtate of the pea- 
ſants, which afford me, not only inſtruction, 
but entertainment, are then renderedinviſible; 
ſo that a journey, full of the greateſt variety, 
muſt have then an entire meg, This 
frozen ſnow is, however, of prodigious con- 
ſequence to the trade of this country; 2 
riage upon it, is wonderfully cheap, and more 
expeditious, than can well be conceived, which 
is a matter of great advantage to a country, 
that has ſuch roads as Ruſſia. | 
The journey, from Peterſburg to Pekin, is 
the longeſt, that is gone by land throughout 
the world ; it 1: near a year and half going, 
and as much returning; but then it is a tra- 
ding caravan, much encumbered with bag- . 
gage and merchandize, and in a part of the 
route with water; for all the men and cattle, 
for many days, are paſſing ſandy deſarts, which 
are utterly void of water. Part of this im- 
Vor. III. I. menſe 


146 TRAVELS THROUGH 

menſe route is performed on the ſnow, 
through a northerly part of Siberia, where 
there are no roads, which are paſſable, except 
on the ſnow. Of this vaſt journey, Mr. Bell, in 
his travels, has given a very good account. It 
is much owing to that gentleman, that the 
world knows any thing of Siberia, which is 
certainly one of the-moſt extenſive countries 
in the world; and, to the ſurprize of the 
weſtern part of Europe, conſiſts of ſeveral 
all of them three or four times 
as big, as Great Britain, with a moſt fertile 
fail, and a mild climate in the ſouthern 
parts, capable of feeding a moſt numerous 


3 but inſtead of being peopled, in 


any proportion, to its ſize, it is, comparative- 
| ankle: > mere fiſher But I can neverbe 


perſuaded, that it is impoſſible for a ſove- 
reign of Ruſſia, who ſets heartilyabont it with 

judgment, activity, and penetration, to peo- 
pls all his dominions; or, at leaſt, to put 
em in a way of doubling their numbers, 
in as ſhort a period, as ever our American co- 
tonies did; for this great work a time of pro- 
found peace would be neceſſary, and an em- 
peror, that was of a truly philoſophic diſpoſi- 
tion. Liberty muſt be "ifaſed, all ſlavery 
or the lower ranks broken through, and every 
man allowed to * a farmer, that pleaſes. 


I pur- 


RUSSIA. -_ "_ 


| Tpurpoſed leaving Petesſburg,the firſt week. 

in September, being the furtheſt time, I was: 
informed, that I could venture to ſet out up- 
en a long journey, unleſs I ſtaid till the froſt 
and ſnow were ſet in. My deſign was to go 
to Moſcow, and from thence to Kiovia, the 
capital of the Ukraine, a country, I was de- 

ſirous of ſeeing. 2 making enquiĩries into 
the proper for ſuch a journey, 1 
found, there were dut twoplans; one, to travel 
vith a carravan to Moſcow, and the other to 
go only with my own attendants, of which 
I ſhould not have leſs than five, and all well 


armed: that it would not be adviſcable to 


travel with my own horſes, as I might pro- 
cure a military order, to be ſupplied by the 
peaſants; from poſt to poſt, at a ſmall price; 
and, at the ſame time, the owner of the horſes 
would attend, as a guide. Inpurſuance of this 
advice, I ſold my little Swediſh horſes, though 
guard with my own ſervant, my German 
poſtillion, and my Swede, who underſtood the 
Rufſhan language; and to theſe I added, by 
the favour of General Woroſoff (to whom 
I am otherwiſe much indebted) two foot ſol- 
dicrs from his own regiment. Theſe five fel- 
lows were each of them armed with a broad 
222 of FENINER cr; and I 

L 2 crried 
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carried a pair of piſtols and a ſhort rifled bar- 
rel gun, which were my arms from Denmark 
through all Sweden, though I never had any 
neeeſſity of uſing them. Thus equipped, I was | 


afured, 1 might travel in perfect ſafety 
2223 2 


CHAP. V. 


Journey from Peterſburg to 
lian of the Country—Great Settlement of Poles 


| — Moſcow—Fourney into The Ukraine— Ac- 
- count of that fine Provmce—Deſcriptionof the 
| —— 9 Tobacco, 


"6s 


Deſeriy- 


TLEFT Peterſburg, the 6th of Kenne 
and, with much difficulty, got to Juam- 
gorod, which is fifty miles, through a country 
which 1s alternately a marſh and woods. 
From thence to Novogorod took me three 
days, being the diſtance of one hundred 
miles. I laid, both nights, at Ruſſian inns. 1 
travelled in the character of a general officer 
m the King of England's ſervice, which was 
of noſlight uſe to me; for itis not eaſy to con- 
ceive the reſpect, which all the lower ranks of 
people pay to the military, of whatever nation, 

provided they make any figure; and the num- 


RUSSIA 3 
ber of my attendants, with their being ſo well 
armed, * the various languages we ſpoke, 

| ſeemed to impreſs the people with a notion, 
that I was a perſon of very great conſequence. 
The Ruſſians have nothing in them that one 
can properly call civility, but I met with the 
moſt perfect obſequiouſneſs and obedience; 
and having provided myſelf with good bread, 
I lived upon excellent fiſh, throughout the 
journey. About Novogorod, the countty is 
part of it cultivated, but the incloſures are 
thin, and there do not ſeem to be any great 
exertions of indlpltey in.1t, hap the nd appares 
to be a fine, deep, rich loam. 

September the 11th, I got to Midna,which 
is above forty miles. This line of country is 
beautiful, being in fine, but gentle 1 
ties, and only ſprinkled with ſmall. woods, 
and well watered with rivers : there is much 
cultivated land ; but the harveſt was all got 
in. I ſaw ſome crops of turneps, ſuch as are 
common in dd, and as fine, but the 
people ſeem ta be very miſerable, Many of 
the peaſants have farms, but then they can 
only work them, when their landlords allow: 
three or four days in the week, they labour on 
the lands of their maſters, finding ſometimes 
cattle and implements, in conſideration of 


being allowed the reſt of their time on their 


L 3 own 


150 TRAVELS THROUGH 


own farms; yet for theſe, they pay a conſi- 
derable rent in products, wad ave belies pen 
to the ſupplying all military travellers with 
horſes, for which they get a very ſpare allow- 
ance, and ſometimes nothing at all. In a 
word, their ſtate is ſo little better, than the 
common labourers, who work conſtantly for 
their lords, that I did not find it a matter of 
envy to the latter. 

The 13th I reached Thedray, a little town, 
prettilyfituated near a river, the ſame country 
for forty-four miles, and much of 
it tolerably well cultivated. I paſſed through 
ſeveral very extenſive plains of meadow, that 
appeared very fine, butwere not well ſtocked 
with cane. The villages ſeem very well 


The 14th I got to Twera, which is a con- 


town on the river Wolga, the diſ- 
tance above eighty miles. The peaſants have 
hitherto furniſhed me very well with horſes ; 
yet their pay is not three farthings a mile, 
with ſomething for the peaſant. I have given 
to the value of four-pence Engliſh for a day's 
jawrney, with which they ſeem to be very 
well fatisfied; from whence 1 conjecture, 
that they uſually have nothing. rr 
country is pretty well peopled. 1 paſſed 
through ſeveral towns, and many villages, 

with 
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with ſome cultivated country, that was cut 
into incloſures, and appeared to be kept in 
good order. Upon making enquiry, they in- 
formed me, that they cultivated barley, oats, 
and buck-wheat ; and, from the beſt conjec- 
ture I can make, from the intelligence they 

gave me, in Rufhan weight and meaſure, to 
the amount of between two and three quar- 
ters Engliſh per acre. All the lands, that are 

in culture here, belong to the nobulity, whoſe - 
agents manage them with the peaſants: but 
ſomewhich they pointedout at a diſtance, be- 
longed to others, who, I found, were poſſeſſors 
of the land, but not nobles ; in other words, 
gentlemen. Itwas with ſome difficulty, that 


I could get my two ſoldiers to behave with . 


any decency to the peaſants ; they were al- 
ways ready for giving them a blow, when 
gentle words would do to the full as well; 
but I curbed this-licentiouſneſs, which gave 
me a clear idea of the government of Ruſſia, 
and, at the ſame time, convinced me, that all 
the Empreſs s fine ſchemes for encouraging 
agriculture muſt inevitably come to nothing. 
The peaſant, who conducted metoT wera, told 
me, on the road, that ſuch a track of land 
was his father's farm; that it belonged to 
him, not being hired of any landlord; and 
would, after his father's death, come to him. 
L 4 I ſaid, 


152 TRAVELS THROUGH 


I faid, then he would have an opportunity of 
ring much better, and being more comfort- 
able than at preſent. He replied, no ; that 
if he got any thang, the Count Woronoſkoy 
would take it, for there was a payment (which 
I took to be in the nature of a quit-rent) 
to him out of it. I obſerved ſeveral good 
tracks, that were arable ; he ſaid, that his fa- 
ther's had wes chiifly mendow, but ho hired 
ſome ploughed ground of the Count ; and I 
3 
two ſhillings an acre, that was in 
culture. But this is not a mark of great 
cheapneſs, the prices of all products being 
Yroportionate; for good bread is, through this 
country, at about a farthing a pound, and 
mutton and beef fomething better than three 
farthings, — ans fo that every 
thing elſe muſt of courſe be proportionate. 
And a farmer muſt cultivate a large track 
ground to raiſe a ſmall ſum of money; 
the cafe is, that money is ſo valuable, 
theyraiſe no more products, than 
their common purpoſes and rent, and the ſmall 
ſum they bring, anſwers, where all things 
are proportioned. I found from this man's 
account, that a farmer, who lived upon his 
own eſtate, was at the mercy of the neareſt 
nobleman, and, if he grew rich, would ſurely 
| be 
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be fleeced by him. It is impoſſible to intro 
duce improvements into ſuch 2 country, 
without an entire new ſyſtem. 

As I advanced in my journey. I every where 
made enquiries after new ſettlements on the 
lands, deleaging ts the Regualks due dad 
nothing of them, till I got to Twera: there 
they told me, that in the foreſt of Volkouſſcile, 
about an hundred miles to the ſouth-weſt, 
was a very large new colony of Poles, ſettled 
2 I immedi- 
ately determined to go out of my way to view 
it, that I might have an opportunity to ſee, in 
what manner they were fixed, and what 3 
xeception they met with. I got there the 
16th, paſſing through a country, the chief of 
which is waſte, being either foreſt or mea- 
dow, but with few villages. I found the ſet- 
tlement of Poles, conſiſted of about fix hun- 
dred families, and pleaſed me better, than 
any thing I had ſeen in Ruſſia. Each family 
has a ſmall, but not a bad houſe, built of 
wood, and covered with ſhingles ; a houſe as 
good or better, than the generality of ſmall 
farm-houſes inEngland, where the mud walls 
would give foreigners an idea, that we 
were the pooreſt nation in Europe. Behind 
every houſe was an incloſure of about fifty 
Engliſh acres in one field, The fence was a 


ditch 
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ditch and parapet, with a row of young plants 
for a hedge, that ſeemed to be a kind of elm. 
Each incloſure came down to a rivulet, where 
cattle might water. Each family had two 
ſheep, and a ram, to a certain number, a cow, 
and a couple of oxen to till the arable, with 
a cart and a plough ; all which were at the 
Empreſs's expence, and do not coft, what they 
would in England. This may be conceived, 
when I give the rates. Two oxen for- 
ploughing and carting, come to but five 
pounds ; a cow to thirty ſhillings ; a ſheep 
eighteen-pence ; a plough four ſhillings; a 
cart nine ſhillings ; each houſe coſt the Em- 
preſs about four and twenty ſhillings ; and 
every family had an allowance of proviſion, 
the firſt year, from the neighbouring country, 
which coſt her nothing; ſo that the total 
expence, per family, was only eight pounds 
ten ſhillings, and many of the families conſiſt 
of eight or nine perſons. The farms were all 
under culture, and ſubdivided by the people 
themſelves ; and I obſerved, that theſe inner 
| fences were done exactly in the ſame manner, 
as the ſurrounding ones. Some had four 
fields, others five, and ſome fix. The land, 
when they ſettled it, was waſte foreſt, but not 
many trees ou ĩt, that yielded a wild and luxu- 
riant exaſs: it is a red loam on clay. The 

xeaſant* 
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peaſants cultivate wheat without 
which they had been uſed to in Poland; each 
bad one Jad of it; allo a crop of barley, 
oats, or rice; with a piece of beans, and 
another of Their farms were in 
general in good oader, and they ſeemed to 
be extremely diligent and induftrious in their 
t. Some of them had vaſtly in- 
creaſed their cattle, keeping as many, as they 
pleaſed on the adjoining foreſt: ſome had 
more than twenty ſheep, ten cows, and fix 
oxen ; but they had greatly increaſed their 
farms, which the Empreſs allows, provided 
the former portion is all in culture. They 
all ſeemed to be perfectly happy, being en- 
tirely free from all oppreſſion by being on the 
lands of the crown; and there is no doubt, 
but they will in time yield a fine revenue, 
without any ſeverity being employed. = 
Some of them had pieces of hemp, which 
thrives with them ſo well, that its culture 
increaſes among them daily. I enquired par- 
ticularly into the value of an acre, and found, 
| that it was worth upon the ſpot from fifty 
ſhillings to four pounds, which, I think, 
is very confiderable, and ſhews, that theſe 
arr. 
wealth and population. 


I 
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It ĩs extremely evident from this inſtance, 
that the way of bringing improvements to 
bear in Ruſſia, is not by encouragements, 
given to the peaſants, unleſs they could at once 
be ſet as free, 25 in other countries, which, | 
Jam convinced already, is an im 
from what 1 have ſeen on this journey ; be- 
cauſe the nobility and other land-owners, to 
whom they are vaſſals, fleece and oppreſs them 
to ſuch a degree, that der can never be ſecure 
of any property, unleſs their 
comes from their own lords. Even they, who 
are not vaſſals, but have poſſeſſions of their 
own, are trampled on by the ſoldiery. No 


of liberty, can therefore have any effect, un- 
leſs it comes from their lords; as in this caſe 
of the Poliſh emigrants. The Empreſs, fixing 
them upon the crown-lands, they are vaſſals 
of the crown, and all the liberty, ſhe chuſes 
to give them, they will ſecurely enjoy, with- 
out any one's daring to injure them in any 
reſpect; and as the ſovereign can never pro- 
fitably cultivate an extenſive domain for her 
own account, this is the only means of work - 
ing improvements, and they cannot fail of 
proving moſt highly profitable. 
And the nobility have it alſo in their power 
eo make the fame improvements upon their 
. own 


improvement, by giving them a greaterdegree 
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own eſtates, becauſe, under their protection, 
the poalkats would by — But as to all 
improvements in huſbandry, itismere- 
ly impoſſible, that they ſhould be attended 
with the leaſt effect. Every landlord has 
every thing in his power upon his own lands, 
provided, I mean, he be of rank and conſe- 
quence ; and they have the ability, by means 
of the ſlavery of their peaſants, to work very 
great effects, if they pleaſed to . undertake 
them. Laws or edits therefore muſt be di- 
rected to them: the rewards, for a proper 
conduct ſhould all be granted to them; the 


Empreſs ſhould addreſs herſelf to them, and 
to 


let them find favour at court, in proportion 
the cultivation of their eſtates : theſe are the 


only means of doing great things. 
The crown lands are fo amazingly exten- 
| five, that very great things might in this 
manner be done, and far more 2 
than by general laws, in a country, where 
the people are fo habituated to flavery, that 
it would be a vain attempt to free them under 
at once thirty thouſand acres in culture, be- 
fides the increafe, which, by many of them, 
was very confiderable ; all which will, in 
proceſs of time, yield a great revenue to the 
crown, beſides, the acquiſition of ſtrength, - 

which 


133 TRAVELS THROUGH 
i e empire receives by the addition of 
and the amount of fo much in- 


which in ten more will be increaſed, and after 
that, remain a freehold to the Poles, 
only to that rent. An idea of the field, which 
conjectured by one contiguous track of waſte 
and foreſt, partly in the Ziranni province, 
which contains above thirty- ſeven millions of 
Engliſh acres, and belongs to the crown, be- 
ſides tracks in Siberia and Tartary, ten times 


ment, and in ſuch —— that the 
r 
fem he — geeet, 
This coloay of Poles have = market in the 
midi of thaie Gttloment on the greee road, 
— — 
ducts, hemp, &c. bringing all thoſe ſorts of 
trade occaſions a circulation among them, 
which is highly advantageous. The report 
4 "> 


SV 38.1965: 
ms ac 
with, has had great effect in Poland; fo that 


they pointed out to me a track of land con- 


tiguous, where they ſoon expected two hundred 
families more. Having viewed ſeveral farms 
of the ſettlers, and made ſuch asT 
thought neceſſary, I ſet out for Moſcow with- 
out returning to Twera, the diſtance is one 
hundred and ſeventeen miles; and I arrived 
there the 2oth, paſſing through a very finely 
variegated country, well watered and wood- © 
ed, and ſpread in fine plains, with many vi- 
lages ſcattered through them, and much ap- 
| pearance of cultivation: all this country is in 
the hands of three or four nobles, whoſe ſtew- 
ards direct the — 
This city is the greateſt in the empire; it 
was once ſtrongly fortified for this part of the 
world, but the ſecurity of the preſent times 
has made every thing unneceſſary, except a 
wall: It is about ſixteen miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about half a million of 
inhabitants; till lately, the;Czars ſpent a part 
of the year here ; but the palace, . which is 
a very indifferent one, having been damaged 
by fire, they have not of late years been there; 
but notwithſtanding this, Moſcow is the re- 
ſidence of a vaſt ber of the nobility, in- 


deed, of three fourths of thoſe, whole offices 


* 
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or expectations do not oblige them to attend 
the court; in which inſtance, there is agreater 
appearance of liberty, than in moſt other coun- 
tries; for in „all the nobility of 2 
Kingdom flock to the ſeat of ent. 
Moſcow is very irregularly built; but it is 
a beautiful city, from the windings of theriver, 
and from many eminences which are covered 
r tall trees, and from nu- 
merous gardens, and lawns, which, opening 
to the water, give it a moſt pleaſing airy ap- 
pearance. Iexpected to ſee nothing, but wood- 
en houſes, but was agreeably ſurprized at the 
ſight of many very ſine fabricks of brick and 
ſtone. It is beyond compariſon a finer city 
than Peterſburg. The number of churches 
and chapels, amounting, it is ſaid, to cighteen 
hundred, make a great figure in the printed 
deſcriptions of this city ; but from the appear- 
ance of them, I ſhquld ſuppoſe the fact falſe, 
and that out of great numbers, very few are 
worthy of note. I faw the great bell, which 
is the largeſt in the world, and indeed a moſt 
ſtupendous thing it is. They have many 
other bells in the city, which much exceed 
any thing, that is elſewhere to be met with; 
the Ruffians being remarkably fond of this 
_ ornament of their churches, 


There 
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| r 
Moſcow af vatious henip ſabricks; particu- 
Arly, fail cloth and ſheeting, which employs 
8 looms, and many thou- 
4ands of people; the hemp: is, moſt of it, 
brought from the-Ukraine: there are alſo great 
numbers of confiderable merehants here, who 
cry an a very extenſive commerce with all 
_ parts of the empire; for there is water car- 
Hage from hence to the Black and Caſpian 
teas, and -with but few interruptions to the 
Baltick: alſu, which are circumſtances, that 
make it the: center of a very great commerce. 
This eity is much better 3 for the 
;metrapdlis. of the empire than Peterſburg: It 
is 'almoſt,in the center of the moſt cultivated 
Parts of it; communicating, in the manner 
above-mentioned, with the three inland ſeas, 
not at a great diſtance from the moſt impor- 
tant province of the empire, the Ukraine; open 
to the ſouthern territories on the Black ſea, 
and by means of the rivers Wolga and the 
Don, commanding an inland navigation of 
prodigious extent. Its vicinity alſo to the 
countries, which muſt always be the ſeat of 
any wars with the Turks, the enemies, moſt . 
to be attended to of all thoſe with whom the 
Ruſſians wage war; make it, upon the whole, 


- infinitely a better fituation for the ſeat of go- 
M 


W 


Vo. III. 


162 TRAVELS THROUGH 


vernment, than that of Peterſburg, which is 
at the very extremity of the empire, and 
few of theſe advantages. Found- 
ing that city, and making it the ſcat of forexgn | 
commerce aud naval power, was an admira- 
ble exertion of genius! but the ſeat of 
ment ſhould always have been at Moſcow. 
The 23d I left that city, taking the road to- 
wards the Ukraine: I was fortunate in having 
very fine clear weather, and found the roads, 
every where, exceedingly good, no autumnal 
rains having yet fallen. I got that night to 
Molaſky, the diſtance about ſixty miles, nordid 
I find ſuch a day's journey, too much for the 
horſes ; the country, all this way, is a level 
plain, very fertile, and much of it well culti- 
_ vated, _ _ _ a 
well peopled territory: the peaſants ſeemed 
tolerably y, ber Careely any of them have 
any property. From Molaſky, fifty fix miles 
carried me the next day to Arcroily, a mall 
town, fituated in a territory not ſowell peopled 
as the preceding; the villages thinner, and but 
little of the ſoil cultivated, being covered with 
much timber of great fize and beauty. The 25th 
reached Demetriovitz, at the diſtance of more 
than fifty miles, every ſtepof which was acroſs a 


foreſt, in which Iſaw not the leaſt veſtige of an 


habnation; the road was not difficult to find, 
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even if I had not had a guide; but it is not 
much frequented; tam Seuche people we. 
water: This immenſe track of wild country, i is 
part open meadow and part covered with tim- 
ber, which would in be 
fight: the foil is all a fine fand, and, if 
I may judge from the $ vegetation, 
2 moſt fertile loam; ſo that is want- 
ing, but an induſtrious population: but with- 
out that, the whole territory is of little worth. 
I baited the horſes in the middle of the foreſt, 
and refreſhed myſelf and company, much 
admiring the uncommon extent of country, 
A cart gay wht — 


it, but all one level fertile meadow. I faw 
ſome herds of cattle feeding, as if wild, but 
the land was not a tenth part ſtocked; for the 
_ graſs, if we turned out of the road, was up al- 
moſt to the bellies of the horſes; ſuch mea- 
dow would, I apprehend, in any part of Eng- 
land, let. readily for five and twenty ſhillings 
an acre, yet here of no value: ſuch are the 


eſſects of population, LO * 


. 
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The fame diſtanet the 2th carried me do 
a pretty Bitte town-on'the banks bf 
a fiver, in the middle of a foreſt; a place, 
truly roinantic. Ifen myſelf rather fatigued 
"with hard riding, fince I left Peterſburg, and 
"therefore reſted myſelf here, the 28th, leſt a 
contimince'6f this great" exerciſe ſhould give 
eme a fit of 'Ulliiefs, for which Ruſſia is the 
"mot unfit plate in the world; forevery nan, 
dur of Peteribiirg and Moſcow, muſt be his 

be 29th," I gots gerade ff. arthe diſtance 
of fifty miles: 8 are 
bug a rich and leafart country, much of 
- it very well cultivated; they wete getting in 
Fart bf their harveſt: they: cultivate all 'the 
grain and pulſe, common im nd; and 
from what I f, I have little doitbe, but their 
"Eniſbandryis extremely good. They generally 
 manage'their lands f in Yuba Chit TE fovitly 
*irſt, hemp, chen oats, 

: Wheit of l 
— five yells, Wiichie fam. 
"tires varied to fix vr ſeven, two crops of hemp 
belbgrtakeny they feavethe dal flow forthe, 
foot, or ſive yeats: by fallow, is not however 
meant; plooghiny it all that tune, but lettingit 
run to graſs and weeds: it is prẽſehtly cover- 


ed. thickly ; the eeond year, Al the weeds 


diſappear, 


3 ther, to be worth three 
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places, is much like that country, only the 
foil not quite ſo ſine. The land here is a rich 
loam, wet, and much ĩnelinable to a clay. They 
reckon an acre of hemp, one year with ano- 
pounds ; an acre of 


wheat yields three qu ers, and as much of 
rye;. four quarters © 

more of oats. ' 

about five quarters 

not cultivate {6 many turneps as they ſhould, 
but truſt many of their cattle all winter long 


on thewaſte NR hes keep Teenie” 


in this empire, are in general happy, in pro- 
portion to the neglect under which the coun- 


try lies; in „ 4 
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Co tick I 6545 in tors day, antiving 
there the 1ſt of November. Part of thus track 


reſt. obſer hemp in ray ofthe Bs, 
and ſome of it was tiot yet pulled, 
the harveſt is generally in. Czernicheu is a 
very well built town, fihely firuated on the 
banks of the river Deſaa, which is navigable 
for barges of fifty tons, is very well fortified, 
e r oy et e | 
ple; many of whom carry ble 
trade with Kiovia, und, by the Nieper} with 
Poland. All the track of country, which 
lies upon the river Deſua, is very rich, and 

well cultivated. Many of the inhabitants of 
CzernicheuareCoffack Tartars; but a traveller 
has ho mote teaſon to fear them, than the 
inhabitahts of any other part of Ruſſia; for 
the gorernment, although milder in, the 


6 TRAVELS, FHRQUGH . 


in auy other. part of the empire I made 
| enguizies berg Eancerning thay danger of tra- 


I ſhould 
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* 


„ N y;+51&a:;:-- ay 
the hiſtory, of that empire; for tho it has been 
ſybje& 10 many revalutions, which:reduced is 
wa low ate, compared withats former gran. 


dne yet it has ham gone all thoſe am 


tient blows; it ia well bult of back, and Goges 
;he ſtreets are wile aud ſpmit. and well paved; 
it has a very noble cathedral, much of it lately 
rebuilt, and eleven; ther chuaches. It hes 
fry thouſand inbahitants ; and is Rrangly 
fortified, The Nisper is hare noble, xiver; 
and ſeveral larger rivers falling into it, aſdet 
waſhing ſome of the richeſt provinges of e 
— ——— 
te commerey.. k is the 


praviiice, TT 

of v- betzer quality; „than in any” dur post 
of nee - The Mktaine in che riebelt pre. 
vince ĩn the Ruſſion empite. Pairaf it for. 


merly. was 8 provints of Paland, aud.the reſt 
on 


» under x: Tartar 
thembsleis now © mere denyines 
of Raft, and mudh the richeſt acquiſition, 
that crown has madet It is upon an average, 
| — — 
1 — _ * tg 


nb. 


well; bur I met with other 


| barley, hve, and ants ned ings fx, ad fre 
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November 5th, I left the capital of this pro- 
Wr mah gry de 


tour of the weſtern part, I went to Buda that 
day, which is about fifty miles; moſt of the 
country rich and very well cuſtivated; the ſoil 
is a black loam, and they raiſe in it the various 


preter, the 

be had affured me, — — 
peaſants, who 

ſpoke Ruſſian, and they informedme;thittheir 

products ef hemp aroſe in value ſometimes to 

fix pounds an acre, but three or ſour pounds 

were a common crop; of wheat, four quarters; 


times more an acre ; which to me 
to be all very conſiderable quantities. Their 
grounds are moſt of them incloſed with ditch- 
es, to ſorne of which are hedges, but not to all. 
convert to hemp, in the manner I related a- 
bove, 


will be in want of 


ing them, for they nevv Gll | 
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flicitations: frars tha Turks to join. the Pata 
dars in alliante with the Porte. They gay 4 
confiderable:ribyte, but raiſe; it. amoug theme 
{ves according to. their awa cuſtoms ; and 
they alſo furniſh; the Ruffian armies vid 3 
Sion wen very faithful troops. Thels paste, 
with the..coments value of the trade the Nut- 
kmpeb) fin in perticaline, render the peo: 
vitceof the firſt importance. I paſſed, in this 
Ene of fifty miles, great numbers of villages 
and ſcattered farms. 
. mpher = bapeait 
lege, pretty Gauated, between two river in a 

country, petſactiy pleaſant. I turned off to 
the north-weſt, and: got the 6th to Kordyne, 
2a Rule town, 6fty two miles from Buda: Al} 
this country ia ev te. the preceding day 
Journey ; I nevts d a ei land, that 
had more reſemblance to the beſt parts of Eng · 
land. Nothing could be more fortunate, than 
the weather for expedition; the rains uſu· 
ally come very heavy the middle of 
ber, and ſoon after them, froſty and ſnow, but 
1 have yet. bad . ennſtant ur ſky, with 
warm winds, ..: If zt-holds five. days more, ] 
ſhall have paſſed this provigce, and I do not 
hear, that theze is any thing worthy of notice 
3 the Ilkraine and Peterſburg, . 


| 7 SH Wis S 1K 
fore the weather will not be ſouſſen tial co the 
— 1 remarked, in the chuntyy I paſſed 
- ſeveral tobacco plantations; they re- 
5 when the hillocks are not 
poled; they reckon it as profitable, as hemp, 
which is owing, ¶ believe, to the ready vent, 
they find, for all they cultivate; the Fartais 
upon the Black ſea, and the Kalmucks 
gartze quantities; and they are not ſo nice ih 
iche ſeparation of chte forts, as our fp 
In Virginia are obliged to be, though they 
their product for as good a price: dat I do ndt 
think thete grows the leſs hemp, om uccount 6f 
their tobaceb z it ſeems to be cultivated, in- 
ſtead of ſowing quite ſo much corn as in other 
| na an acre of tobaceo-is worthy five: pounds 
a good year, They brave latge bouſes, 
AS ea be api, it. They think, the 
-kind- cannot be tee rich either for hemp dr 
12 
The 7th, I reached Lefzozynyut the dc. 
tance of ſin and thirty miles, the chunty 
continuing dhe fame ; much hemp al- 
| "village, by the way, 8 
enquiries, I found they preferred a red clay 
-for their 'heinp, und planted all the black 
mould with tobacco. I obſerved many ploughs 
5 = 
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at work, ſome with fix horſes, of a little weak 
breed, but in general, each was drawn by four 
ſtout oxen. They were turning up wheat 
ſtubbles, and faid, they ploughed them before 
winter, that the froſts and ſnow mightim improve 
the ground, which ſeems to be good manage- 
ment. I think, Inevee fy fach deep plongh- 
ing, as theſe peaſants | — — I mea- 
ſured nine inches 

drawn by four oxen; what Oe 
England, I never noticed particularly, but be- 
n Their 
are very well conſtructed; if I may judge by 
their entirely turning over the land, they are all 
of iron, having no wood about them; a fort I 
had never ſeen till I came into the Ukraine;nor 
have they any wheels which our plough- 
. wrights in England, think fo eſſential. 1 re- 
marked here ſeveral very noble crops of cab- 
bages, and in ſuch vaſt quantities, that I con- 

_ cluded, they muſt feed their cattle with them, 


and was right in the conjecture: they uſed 
formerly, to cultivate only the Swediſh turnep 


err 
ſort, and come to a monſtrous fize, 25 or 3olb. 
forinſtance) bydegrees, havecame into faſhion 
among them, fo as to be the crap, on which 
Hp Saks Gnas, with help of hay for 
the winter ſuſtenance of their cattle. * 


8 Ms © 


ſowthe ſeedearlyin the ſpring, PPS 


when of a proper fize, into the fields in rows, 
and afterwards keep them as clean as they do 
their tobacco, by conſtant hoeing : an acre 
of them will winter four or five large oren: 
They have alſo whole fields of potatoes, ſome | 
for their own uſe, and fome for ſale, there 


on the Black ſea, whither they are ſent by 


water; but I cannot help thinking they muſt 
have a fort unknown in England: I rode into 


bottle; 1 never faw ſuch before. They freely 
gave me a few of theſe large ones to take away 
for ſeed; they are planted by flices in the 
ſame manner, as ours: the peaſants here 
think, that lands of moderate fertility do far 
them. Such a potatoe, I Goull approbend, 
might, for feeding cattle, be made of ver: 
great advantage tothe huſbandry of 
they yield from twelve to fifteen hundred 
buſhels per acre. ' 
The ich, 1 rode. to Kwalowa, a a. large 
village, the diſtance about forty miles. 
This country is, in ſome places, a conti- 
nued level plain; in others, it is variegated 
with gentle hills, which never riſe into 


a great demand for them at Ockzacow, 
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anointaths, hut ane cultivated: to the taps, 
Hemp arid tobacco are xomman crops:thio? 
the whole, and alſo ſtne flax, but inot in 
nal quantities. All the eduptoy:is.dividked 
anto mall Efes, or rather fin, cultiainl 
I Eh tank. Nona 


"preſs may bring then lands of Nuſſa, 
—————ů quran <->" 
encourages fc ſortlers wich all t ant, 
e has Rifherte ewa, fmee it is — 
2238 give them all che advantages, 
_ rehighabitaiits ef the Ukraine enjoy. They 
made: it is true, a noble:country, equal, I 
chink, in ſoil, &c. to Flanders, and ahnt as 
«well cultivized; but Thave ſeen, in other pro- 
-vinces af this empire, immenſe waſte tracks of 
land, nodatullinfedior in everything derived 
n nature; but enflaved peaſants are utteriy 
znconſiſtent with 2 
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The gth I got to Norodiza, the diſtance 
orty miles: the ſoil, in this track, is inferior 
to what I have paſſed, but the people appear 
to be excellent huſbandmen : they have ſome 
but little tobacco, only a plantation 
here and there. I paſſed thro' ſeveral villages 
which have been lately built by fugitive Poles, 
who had fixed themſelves here on ſome ſmall 
waſtes, by leave of the government, but with- 
out any expence.” The 16th I had a very 
hard day's journey to Belechoka, the diſtance 
more than fixty miles, and the road in ſome 
places marſhy. Some partgof this track are 
well cultivated, but no hemp, flax, or to- 
bacco are raiſed; there are alſo ſome waſtes, 
but they will not be ſuch long, for the Poles 
are planting themſelves on them very faſt. 
Here I paſed out of the provinceof Ukraine. 
Iris this which raiſes nine tenths 
of the hemp indflaxwhich we importat ſuch 
a vaſt expence from Ruſlia ; it is therefore 
g of a little attention ; for the beſt 
who have given moſt attention to 
Fe 
of them inſiſted very ſtrenuouſly upon the 
poſſibilny, and even eaſe of . our- - 
ſelves totally from thence. What truth there 
as in this I know not; but it will be of uſe 


io conſider this province of the Ukraine with 
more 
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more attention than any writer has hitherto 
done, becauſe, from knowing it perfectly, we 
may judge how far we can 2 by ana- 
logy, when America is ſpoken of; and this is 
the more neceſſary, as the accounts which 
| Havehithertobeen publiſhed of it are ſtrangely 
contradictory ; for, on one hand, they tell us 
truly that the Ruſſian hemp comes from 
thence ; but on the other, they give ſuch a 
picture of the ſtate of the country, that one 
would ſuppoſe it, poſſeſſed by herds of wan- 
dering Coffacks, which is utterly inconſiſtent 
with the idea of ſach a ſtate of agriculture, as 
is neceſſary for making ſo great proficiency 
in the culture of hemp and flax. All theſe 
accounts muſt have been copiet one from 
another, and the firſt of them, at leaſt, a cen- 
tury and half old. To be convinced of which 
let any perſon look into the account of the 
Ukraine, in that very judicious collection of 
voyages and travels, entitled Harris, there 
he will meet with mention, indeed, of the 
great fertility of the country, but three- 
fourths of the particulars given are relative to 
its wandering Tartar inhabitants, and the 
words hemp or flax, never once uſed; and a 
deſcription of the people given, that would 
de utterly inconſiſtent with ſuch agriculture; 
6— with all the books that! 
have 
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turned to; but the reaſon muſt be, the 
country's being ſo extremely out of the way of 
all travellers, that not a perſon, in a century 
goes to it, who takes notes of his obſervations 

with inteation to lay them before the world : 
very few ſuch go even to Peterſburgh ; now 
and then one croſſes Ruſſia towards Perſia, 
but all keep a thouſand or two of miles from 
the Ukraine; and hence it is, that the greateſt 
changes happen in ſuch remote parts of the 
world, without any thing of the matter being 
known. And our writers of geography, who 
are every day publiſhing, copy each other 
in fo laviſh a manner, that a fact in 1578 is 
handed down to us as the only information 
we can have in 1766; a circumſtance, which 
reigns in all the books of general geography 
that I have ſeen. Let me here add, that 1 
have, in travelling to gain information, viſited 
thoſe countries, about which it would be in 
vain to conſult books; for, Holland and 
Flanders alone excepted, all the reſt of the 
preſent journey is through countries, the for- 
mer accounts of which are entirely falſe, not 
from errors in the authors, but from great 
changes that have happened in a long courſe 
of years. But to return. 

It has been ſuppoſed, that hemp and flax, 
coming to us from ſo northern a place as Pe- 


N 2 terſburg, 
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terſburg, would growin the midſt of perpetuat 
froſts and ſhows-; but thou gh we import it 
ſrom latitude” 60, yer it all grows in the 
Ukraine; -which lies between lat. 47 and 52, 
and is beſides as fene, mild a climate, as any 
in Eutope: this i the latitude of the fouth 
of France; and with theſe the ſoil 
is ſuperior to moſi Ihaveſeen, being, in gene- 
ral, a very rich, deep mould, between a loam 
and 2 dry clay, but without any of that tena- 
eious ſtickineſs, which is fo in 


diſagreeable i 
moving through a clay country in England. 


Hot — 1 habendry 43 
5E 
make uſe of- the neccilary- teclinical terms. 


any 
ting ther hve 6 ſeen, nee 1 Fenders 
Aftergiving theſe particulats, we may ex- 
amine, upon a gpodfoundation; th enpability 
of our colonies, affording hemp and flax in 
equal quantities. Thoſe gentlemen who have 
travelled through them, beſt know how well 
they anſwer to the above deſeri : butifl 
2 2 — to * on the authorities 
which 
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which many modern relations give ug, 
ND 
tica will never beqpin any quamiyess 
the climate is Ln er 
vere; tharp cutting-froſts are met with in 
Carclina, in 30 degrees of latitude, and a 
. 
world: ew England, Neva Scotia, 
where hemp has been attempted, „ In 
ways ays failed, from the ſeverity of theclimate, 

and the badnefs of the lands. But all accounts 
give a very contrary deſeription of the coun- 
tries on theMifhippi : from the defariptions 
which I have rea of the track on that river. 
from lat. 33 to lat. 4, I ſhould apprebendiit 
to be, of all other place in America, va moſt 

adapted to this culture; for the foil is rich. 
black, andvery deep; the climate much more 
regular and than on the ſea- coaſt, 
which is all marſhes and ſwamps; and the 


lands in immenſe plenty, and all. freſh. 
Hemp certainly might be raiſed in thoſę parts 
to great advantage, provided the deſcriptions 
of them, which we have had. are juſt; which 

1 do not ſee any reaſon to doubt. But then 
the misfortune is, that theſe beautiful tracks 
of country are without inhabitants ; andgrgat 
numbers of people are neceſſary for an advan- 
tageous culture * Another circum- 
a8 | 3 | ſtance 
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ſtanee to be conſidered is, the profit of ſuch 
an application of the land: hemp would never 


be cultivated to any purpoſe in Carolina, or 
our ſouthern colonies, if che climate was pro- 
per, becauſs rice and-indico, and I believe, 
even cotton, pay the planter, much ſuperior 

profits; and if indico and cotton were intro- 
dueed on the Miſſiſippi, as, in all probability 
they would be, hemp would be till 
thoſe markets failed which took off the more 
beneficial articles. But, on the other hand, 


we ought not to regret this, for the national 
profit is proportionably greater: the more 
the planter's advantage, the more the national 
income is increaſed. Hemp, in fact, is not 
an artiele of culture, that is comparable to 
many others ih profit, and will conſequently 
never be cultivated, except in thoſe countries 
where corn and pulſe, and other leſs profita- | 
ble articles, would occupy the land, if that 
did not; but when the ſoil and climate will 
do for richer commodities, it is idle to fup- 
poſe, that poorer ones will be attended to. 
If, therefore, it is an effential point to raiſe 
all the hemp in our colonies, which we bring 
from Ruffia, new plantations muſt be formed 


on the Miſſiſippi, in « latitude, that will not 


do for the rich American ſtables ; ſuch for 
inſtance, as that of 37 to 40, or thereabouts. 


The 


capital of a 


dom. The town is large, 
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The country, ſo included, is one of the fineſt 
in the world for all common h 1 ſo 
that the inhabitants, like thoſe of the Ukraine, 
would very eaſily raiſe all the neceſſaries of 
life, at the ſame time. that their 


attention — * 


c H 4 „ VI. * 


Journey to Peterſburg through the Frontiers of 
 Poland-—Obſervations on the State of ſeveral 
Province. Ruſſian Acquifitions—Remarks 
on the War between ihe Ruſſians and the 

T urks— fourney to Archangel, and through 
Lapland—Return to Peterſburg Livania. 


] OVEMBER the 11th, I left Belechoka, 


and rode to Rzeeayka, at the diſtance 
of forty a country very 


-four miles through 
different from the Ukraine; for it conſiſts of 
little beſides marſhes, with but few inhabi- 
tants. It is to be noted, that moſt of this 
track is in Poland, and Rzeezyka is the 

once Poliſh, and 
I have, lay downas a part 


which, all the maps 


of Poland; but I am cenvinced, there have 


been ſtrange changes wrought by force of 
Ruſſian arms on the frontiers of that king- 
populous, and 


ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly fortified; but as much Ruſſian, as 
Moſcow. Here are great numbers of Poles, 
it is true; but all the houſes, which the war 
had emptied, are filled up carefully with Ruſ- 
ſiam families; and there is a Rufhan garriſon, 
Ruſſiam government, and, in a word, ſcarcely 
any thing Poliſh in 1t. By this extreme poli- 
tical conduct, that empire makes very great 
acquiſitions on the fide of Poland, without 
the world knowing any thing of the matter; 
which is the effect of the miſerable govern- 
ment, or rather anarchy, under which they 
live; and which the pretence for H 
ſian troops, ſwarming over the whole king- 
dom; fo that three parts in four of it are 
a province of Ruſſia, and probably, the 
whole will in a little time, which may 
| be more advan to the kingdom; 
for no depotiſm of the Eaſt is fo great a curſe 
to a people, as the furious military anarchy, 
that reigns at preſent in Poland. I have re- 
ceived accounts from various people, ſince I 
have been in Ruſſia, from which I ſhould 
apprehend, that full half the inhabitants of 
that great country, have been cut off and 
ſtarved within theſe ten years, Near half the 
kingdom is abſolutely i in the hands of the 
Ruſſians, who receive pretty heavy taxes from 
* and alſo recruits for their army _ 
e 
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the Turks : vaſt numbers of people are, by 
this means, alſo tranſported into Ruſſia; for 
Poliſh noblemen, who declare againſt the 
Ruſſian party, are driven entirely from their 
eſtates, and great numbers of their peaſants 
removed i into Ruſſia, with their 
cattle and all their effects; ſo that the Em- 
preſs may eaſily have increaſed her ſubjects in 
the degree, which I was told, at Peterſburg. 
And it certainly muſt be allowed, that the 
cards the plays in this manner, enſure her a 
game uncommonly advantageous. The poor 


| Poles, driven about, andreducedtothe utmoſt 


miſery by their on people, muſt be very 
ready to fix upon lands in Ruffia, and be 
vaffals only to the Empreſs. If this ſcene of 
confuſion therefore laſts much longer in Po- 
land, that kingdom will be entirely depopu- 
lated, and the Ruffian provinces filled withr 


people ; an event, ſilently taking place, and | 


which will increaſe this formidable power 
more, than half A dozen victories over the 
Turks. 


From Rzeezyka, 1 followed the courſe of 
the Ni 


eper to Rohakzow, where I arrived 
the 12th; thediſtance more than fifty miles. 


The country is an open level plain, of fine 
meadow. I faw numerous villages deſerted; 


and the fields, formerly arable, become paſ- 
toon. 
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tare, but without cattle to graze them : all 
the inhabitants were moved into Ruſſia. 
That town is the capital of a large province, 
the whole of which is in the hands of the 


Ruſſians, who have three ſtrong fortreſſes in 
it, well i Rohakzow is a fine 


town, beautifully fituated on the Nieper, on 
which its preſent maſters carry on a conſider 
able commerce. I much f from the 
fortifications raiſed here by the Ruſſians, whe- 
ther the town or province will ever be morein 
the hands of the Poles. I was informed here, 
that much the greateſt part of the province of 
Minſki, one of the moſt conſiderable in Li- 
thuania, is entirely quiet, and in the abſolute 
power of the Ruſſians; and where it will end, 
time can only know ; but the preſent ſtate of 
affairs in all this part of the world, looks on 
every fide, only in favourof the Ruſſians; and 
it 1s certainly a moſt ſtrange infatuation, that 
the other powers of Europe ſhould be mere 
ſtanders- by, and look on to this great ſucceſs 
of the Ruffians, without thinking it their in- 
tereſt to interfere. Auſtria and Pruſſia are 
armed, it is true; but the progreſs of this 
empire is of a kind, which admits not open 
declaration from any, but the Poles. I have 
heard it mentioned, as a mark of very ſaga- 
czous politicks in the Turks, that the real 

reaſon 
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reaſon of the preſent war with Ruſſia is from 
a jealouſy of the Muſcovite power, being too 
much increaſed by the advantages yd 
the troubles in Poland. The Porte 
2 
ſeſſion of the whole kingdom of Poland in 
her own name; and judged that the beſt way 
of preventing ſuch a great acceſsĩon to her 
power, was by. the ſword, cutting her out 
work elſewhere. 

From Rohakzow, I reached Rychow, the 
213th, the diſtance more than forty miles. 
AN this country is vay ich, and part of it 
very well cultivated, but it is in the hands of 
the Ruſsians entirely; many of the peaſants 
are of that nation, and every thing ſeen, is a 
proof, that this empire has much enlarged its 
bounds, without either a formal war, or even 
the authority of a treaty. This place is in 
the province of Miſlau, a very fine and fertile 
country, an hundred miles long, and as many 
broad, and all in the hands of the Ruſſians. 
The ſoil here is chiefly a reeddiſhloam; much 
of it is in culture, as was evident, from the 
large tracks of ſtubble I went through; but I 
ſaw no hemp, flax, or tobacco, thoſe products 
being pretty much confined to the Ukraine. 
Rychow, with ſomeneighbouring towns, be- 
long to a Poliſh nobleman, driven away by 
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the Ruſſians, who have ſeized his whole eſtate 
and taken ion of it in a manner, cha 
3 the idea of his ever returning. 
— place, I rode about forty mites to 
 Kudzin, through the ſame p All this 
line of country, I could fee, had been in ge- 
neral under culture, but it was nom entitely 
waſte. I counted the remains of no leſs than 
all the inhabitants being . fled to Ruſſia. 
_ From:Kudzin, the fame diftance brought me 
on the 1 5th, to Krula, another little town, 
with a Ruſſian garriſon. The country is 
here long; for I ſaw a Ruſſian commandant, 
the peopleof ſeveral adjacent villages that had 
petitioned for lands in Ruſsia. Theſe emi- 
_ grations are not at all ſurpriſing: in time of 
peace, the Poliſn nobles treat all the peaſants 
as ſlaves in the utmoſt extent of the word: 
_ when, therefore, a ſcene of trouble andconfu- 
fron comes, they are ſure to take the firſt op- 
portunity to deſert, that they may eſcape'in 
future the renewal of their former miſery ; 
and the condition of the new ſettlers in Ruſsia 
js ſo infinitely ſuperior to that of the peaſant: 
in Poland, that nothing can exceed the eager- 


net; 
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neſs with which they all fly from the ſcene of 
their ſlavery the moment their maſters are 
driven away. Theſe are the effects of that 
tyranny, which all the Poliſh nobility. exert 
upon their vaſſals; ſo that in caſe the Ruſ- 
fans ſhouldreſtore theſenumerousprovinces, 
the Poles will return to deſerts, 2 
well-peopled eſtates. 
The r6th, I got to Obloka; the diftince 
forty-ſix miles; ſtill in the province of Miſ- 
lau. All this track 1s a fine rich country, 


ing to a Poliſh nobleman, in ruins. Whoever 
declares againſt the Ruſſian N are ſure 
to have their eſtates laid waſte, 
their peaſants carried off; and 22 
ricces which lo news is the Gantiere abthes 
empire, they are driven away, and every 
thing ſeized by the enemy. There are not 
many finer countries, than great part of this 
province, but it is in a deſolate ſtate. I have © 
met with no parties of Poles, nor any appear- 
ance of war: the Empreſs has a quiet and ** 
effectual poſſeſſion of much the greater part 
of Lithuania ; and ſach parts are be only 
ones in the kingdom that enjoy any repaſe. 
The 17th I reached Witepſki, the Mpital 
U 


* 
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the Ruſſians. The country is very woody: 
In fifty miles, which were this day's journey, 
near thirty were through a continual foreſt; 
the reſt is tolerably well cultivated, and peo- 
pled; it is in of ſome Poles, who 
ſecured themſelves from the beginning by de- 
claring for the Ruſſian cauſe. They culti- 
vate their own eſtates by means of their vaſ- 
fals, who have ſmall cottages, with little plots 
of ground round them, in which they raiſe 
what 1s neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of them- 
ſelves and their families in three days of the 
week, which are allowed them, and the reſt 
of the time they work for their lord, under 
the direction of overſeers. One of theſe no- 
blemen cultivates in this manner above fix 
thouſand acres of land; his eſtate contains 
about twenty thouſand acres, but much of it 
is marſh and foreſt. This is a repreſentation 
of all the eſtates in Poland in time of peace. 
The owners of them, however ſmall, are all 
Poliſh gentlemen, and entirely equal; but 
the numerous diſtractions they have had from 
the beginning of their monarchy, have conſo- 
lidated moſt of the ſmall ies, ſo that 
at preſegt-the kingdom is generally divided 
into large eſtates. Every owner cultivates 
his land by means of the peaſants on it, who 
. belong to him as much as the trees which 
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growon the ſoil; thus the Poles arethe greateſt 
farmers in the world, for ſome of their princes 
poſſeſs whole provinces, containing ſeveral 
hundred thouſand acres of land; and all their 
revenue, which is very conſiderable, is raiſed 
by this cultivation. The principle value of 
eſtates is the vicinity to a navigable river; for 
without this advantage they have not a vent 
for the immenſe quantity of corn which they 
raiſe. The ſtubbles I ſaw upon the eſtate, 
juſt now mentioned, were of all the common 
ſorts, and very extenſive, wheat, barley, oats, 
peaſe, beans, buck-wheat. I ſaw a few tur- 
neps, but the quantity did not ſeem to be 

any thing to the extent of corn. 
In the night of the 17th the weather chan- 
ged. which had hitherto favoured me fo re- 
markably ; very heavy rains fell with fleet 
and ſnow, and continued fo bad the next day, 
that I ſtaid at Witepſki that day and the two 
following ones, in e of a froſt ſet- 
ting in ; for they told me, I ſhould find the 
roads much worſe and morelableto be dama- 
ged than thoſe I had paſſed. I ftaid till the 
20h, a very ſharp froſt having ſet in for four 
and twenty hours. The 2 iſt I reached Goreſ- 
law, through fifty miles of foreſt; the 22d I 
got to Siteſki, the diſtance forty-three miles; 
the ground hard frozen and very good tra- 
velling, 
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velling, but the froſt continues and the wea- 
ther is ſharp; this line of country, like the 
laſt, is foreſt. The 23d, I reached V/illiduki, 
whichis in the boundary of Ruſſia; but going 
from one country to the other makes no per- 
ceptible difference in the people, manners, or 
language; which is a circumſtance, that 
threatens the Poles not a little. I paſſed 
through another country of emigrants from 
that kingdom, who are ſeated on an eſtate of 
the Empreſs's, which came to her not long 
fince by forfeiture ; it contains about four 
2 twenty thouſand acres of land, and did 
not yield the late owner more than feven 
hundred pounds a year; but the Czarina will 
preſently make it twice as many thouſands, 
for there is the fineſt timber for maſts on it 
that is to be found in all the country; and 
ſhe is making a ſmall ſtream, that leads to 

the Iwanna, navigable; the expence will be 
but little, and ſhe will carry her timber then 
to Peterſburg by water, which will prove a 
moſt important acquiſition. The Poliſh ſet- 
tlement contains three hundred and forty 
farms, each a family; they had exactly the 
ſame terms, as thoſe I gave an account of be- 
| fore. They are ſeated in a plain, thinly ſcat- 
tered with trees, which they have cleared 
wn the ſoil, I was informed, for I could 
not 
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not ſee it, is very deep and right they have 
each fifty acres divided by tha Empreſs; and 
they have made many interĩor divifions. I was 
told that in Poland there are ſcarcely any in · 
cloſures, but the Empreſa takes care, that all = 
the newly cultivated tracks-in hee dominions 
ſhall be inclaſed, being informed, that they 
were the principal cauſes, which have ſo much 
advanced the huſbandry af Eagland ; and- is 
is remarkable, that the Poles fall. very readily 
into it, and divide their fifty acres into ſeve- 
ral fields, as if they perfeQly well underſtood 
the importance of the conduct. They culti- 
vate wheat, rye, oats, peaſe, beans, and buch- 
wheat ; and have many crops 2 —— 
tle: 2 — and rye 
from an acre, but ſomet iii leſs ; three of 
oats; and four of Faun: and they reckon, 
2 
The cutting þ canal for the: 
— — 
ous advantage te this evlony 5 ſor their pc. 
ducts will name em 
happy and contented; they are not deceived; 
on the contrafy,;they find th ir tuation to the 
—— 

Vox. I. O0 _ they 
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they all ſpeak of the Empreſs in the higheſt 
terms of admiration and gratitude. 

This fyſtem of peopling her dominions is | 
certainly the greateſt exertion of politicks that 
ſne· eduld have ſhewn: other princes 
have bern willing to increaſe the number of 
their ſubjecta, by affording a refuge to emi- 
grants in their dominions, but nothing elſe; 
Whereas the Empreſs is at a conſiderable ex- 
pence in planting-them in her's ; ſhe ſpares 
no-coft to make the number as great as poſ- 
fible ; although, — — the 
eountry, it is done, comparatively ſpeaking, 
at a ſmall , yet when ſuch numbers, as 
ſhe has thus receivrd and fettled; art taken into 
the account, the ſum of money, annually ex- 
— v9 found 
dy no means ſmall. 

. The 24th, I reached Opolzko, the ditanc 
above Forty miles; part s 


—— to be 
matſhy. I paſſed ſeveral villages, which 


ſcemed well peopled; and much of the coun- 
try is tolerably cultivated. Opolzko ts a for- 
tified town, and ſtands in the middle of a ſmall 
foreſt, on a very pretty river; it. is not large, 
but well built, conſidering it is in Ruſſia, where 
fearcely any thing is ever rr 
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of which there is great plentyallover the em- 
pire. The 25th it ſnowed inceſſantiy, and fo 
hard, that I was forced to ſtop till the 27th, 
before I could proceed on my journey; that 
is, till the ſnow, which laid thick on the 
ground, was frozen; and then I was provided. 
with ſledges, which are a very eaſy, expedi- 
tious, and agreeable way of travelling ; and 
pleaſed me ſo exceedingly, that I wiſhed for 
a longer journey on the ſnow than I now had 
to travel; the cold was not ſo penetrating as 1 
ex to ſind it. 

From Opolzko to Peterſburg is two hun- 
dred and ſeventy miles, which I trayelled 
in four days with great caſe. And here 
ends this route through the weſtern provin- 
* ces of this great empire, which are the fineſt 
and moſt in it; for tho' I have been 
informed, that Siberia, and other immenſe 

regions to the caſt, conſiſt of as fertile a ſoil 
as any in the world, and ſome parts of them 
ſeated in as mild a climate, yet the near neigh- 
bourhood of the roving Tartars, in the ſouth- 
ern and fineſttracks, renders them almoſt con- 
tinued deſarts: Ruſſia, it is true, has con- 
quered many of them ſo completely, that they 
are not only tributary, but alſo entirely un- 
able to exert themſelves the empire, 


nationally ſpeaking; but with individuals the 
0 2 cale 
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caſe is ferent, and thoſe could not 
be ſettled without theſe Tartar neighbours 
being driven entirely away, or extirpated: fo 
II * 
traces and to the ſeat of government, are 
ef much the greateſt importance: — 
theſe. L have travelled above two. thouſand 
miles; to that Iam able to form a pretty ac- 
r GnTy . 

It appears, upon the whole, to be much 
beer de an Hats ts nd It 


hairs; and in e of the empire 
greater extent; but we are not to 
won Ruflia for the population of the moft 
weſtern” countries of Europe ; if ſuch was to 

be found, this empire, which is of a much 
_ extent thanthatof the Romans, would 
as powerful alſo ; but the common ideas 
Gf this country, being all a defart, are carried 
too far: It is very badly peopled, taking the 
whole together ; but many of the provinces, 
through which I paſſed, are very populous: the 
_ towns are conliderable, and the villages very 
thick ; much of the territory in a good ſtate 
of culture; and the appearance of-it, in many 


parts, flouriſhing : to this may be added the 
you increaſe of people, conſtantly yR—Y * 
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the reception and encouragement given to fo- 
reigners to ſettle, who flock hither in whole 
troops: I ſhall not aſſert, that Ruſſia is a po: 
pulous, well cultivated country; all I fay is, 
that there are more parts of it fo, than I had 
reaſon to expe& from the accounts I had re- 
ceived, and the books I had read: the latter 
indeed muſt neceſſarily befar from the preſent 
truth in moſt particulars, from the changes 
improvements of all kinds, which the prefent 
Empreſs ſo nobly ies: and I may ven- 
ture to that if ſhe enjoys along life, ſhe 
will change the face of the whole dominion; 
all theweſternprovinces will be fully 
wherever the foil is fit for cultivation, the 
crown lands will be brought to yield a very 
great revenue, and general W 
ſpread around. 
Upon my arrival at peterſburg l hited myoid 
lodgings, which had been empty fitice I left 
them: Iwasnotdeterminedwhat courſe totake, 
bufineſs wanted memuchin England, for Thad 
received letters from three tenants in Nor- 

thamptonſhire, complaining of my agent; and 
counter ones from my agent, complaining of 

my tenants; in which caſe, nothing is effec- 
tual but a landlord's preſence; on the contrary, 
the ſeaſon was ſo advanced, that it was im- 
poſſible to go by ſea; and journeys, in the 

O 3 depth 
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depth of winter, are to me extremelydiſfagree. 
able, and the more fo, ſince habit had made 
me attentive to the ſtate of all the countries l 
n 
the agricuiture of them, which is very badly 
in the midſt of ſnows : this made 
me think of ſpending the winterat Peterſburg, 
and taking my way home in the ſpring, cither 
of Turkey to the Adriatic, and ſo toltaly; ; but 
not reliſhing the idea of a winter, in latitude 
bo, 1 tid not dricrmine. a 
In this ſuſpence I ſpent a fortnight, which 
time I paſſed very agreeably, by means of a 
more extended acquaintance than I had made 
before ; and I was particularly happy in Mr. 
Maſon's arrival at Peterſburg, who had tra- 
velled quite acroſs Poland from Vienna; he 
travel through Siberia, a defign I much diſ- 
ſuaded him from : howeyer, he determined 
on reſting himſelf a month at Peterſburg; and 
my being ſo fortunate as to have much of this 
2 s company at my quarters, made 
the time and the ſeaſon paſs away very agree- 
ably: we converſed together upon the mutual 
ſubject 
"4 1 for Mr. Ma- 
on, beſides croſſing Poland, had been all over 


Germany; 


of our travels, which proved to me a 


1 
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nobleman, and the Count de Selliern, a no- 
bleman ſettled in Ruſſia, but of Poliſh extrac- 
tion. Theſe men are perfectly well acquainted 
wich the languages, courts, and armies of the 
principal nations in Europe. They have all 
travelled ; are learned, polite, and of moſt 
hberal ideas. For two months we took it by 
turns to have a dinner and ſupper at 
our quarters, where all the reft afſembled, 
and ſpent thebeſt partof the day and evening: 
the circle was ſometimes enlarged, by ſome 
of us bringing a friend, which was chiefly 
amet fake who in- 
troduced ſeveral Ruſſian and other foreign 
officers, who had ſeen much fervice, and 
were polite and underſtanding perſons. In 
this company I had the ſatiafaction of having || 
much converſation upon ſeveral ſubjects of 
in which I was defirous of gain- 
ing further intelligence; particularly, con- 
eerning the ſtate of the diſtant of 
the empire, the views of the court 
Black fea, — CRISS of the 
_ Turkiſh forces. l 
— MC.-de Revertbolt, who had been in the 
me the following 1 of the Turks, 
which I — — 
R — 


empire 


upon the 


8: 6-3 0; 20 


is a war with « e 
ſucces, i i in the preſent; for the Turkiſh 
army is perfetly enervated with peace; ten 
quiet years doing more miſchief to it in this 
 reſpeR, than forty to any other armyin Eu- 
rope: the Janiflaries have the abſolute com 
mand of the empire; and their luxury and 
riot, in a time of peace, is ſuch, being almoſt 
without diſcipline, chat they reduce themſelves 
to a level with the worſt forces in the Turkiſſi 
army. That, beſides this evil, another of a 
yet worſe tendency 1s, the equality of the 
Grand Seignor's revenue: money in Turkey 
is of the ſame as in all other coun- 
tries of Europe, but the taxes of the empire 
continue always theſame; ſo that the Turkiſh. 
monarch, although he has now the ſame re- 
venue as his predeceffors, ſtill is bez ond com- 
pariſon a much poorer prince. Many authors 
have given ſtrange accounts about theTurkiſh 
policy in ſqueezing the baſhas, and by that 
means raifing a revenue; but he ob- 
| ſerved, that it is a great miſtake to think this 
any equivalent for the decline in the value of 
money; that now and then the Grand Seignor 
fleeces a haſha, and gets a conſiderable ſum, 
baut in no reſpect to be named with any regu- 
lar revenue; that the forfeiture of eſtates in 
Chriſtian countries might almoſt as well be 
: ſet 
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ſet down for a revenue, as this of the Turks. 
He remarked, that the effects, which were 
within the power of curious to become 
informed of, ſhewed, that the revenue of the, 
Turkiſh empire was ſmaller than in former 
times: oneſtrong inſtanne was, the number of 
their troops being leſs, and this, by ſo conſi- 
derable a number, as fixty thouſand men. It 
us aſſerted, as a fact, that the Grand Seignor 
cannot bring into the field ſo many men, as 
the Ottoman armies conſiſted of forty years 
ago, by fixty thouſand. Their artillery, 
while great impr have been made- 
through all the reſt of Europe, has declined 
 confiderably ; it does not conſiſt of ſo many 
pieces as » Nor are the magazines of 
ammunition ſowell ſi That in addi- 
tion to this evil, the richeft of his 
empire, which is Egypt, is in a ſtate of little 
leſs than rebellion ; and the war with Ruſſia 
bears fo heavy on them, that they dare not 
call for a c ical declaration, almoſt 
war. 


In oppoſition to this picture he 
upon the ſtate of Ruſſia, which, inſtead of 
being a declining, is really a rifing power ; 
that the Empreſs's army never was in ſo good 
order, „ 
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the troops were veterans, and not ſuch as 
had, in a hot and luxurious climate, ſlept a- 
way their time in peace, but freſh from a 
vigorous ſervice ; men who ſcarcely knew | 
what peace was. The ſucceſs, continued he, 
which we have already had, ſhews, that there 
is 2 great difference in the principle of this 
war, from any former one between the two 
— ung It was the bufineſs of twoor three 
campaigns to prepare for the war, and gain a 
ſituation from which the enemy might be at- 


| tacked. Our armies fought to infinite diſad- 


vantage ; they had an immenſe march acroſs 
deſarts to make, in order to get at the enemy; 
and, after a campaign, as long a march back 
to get at winter quarters: but now the ſcene 
has been changed ; the northern ſhore of 
the Euxine 1s gained; conqueſts made in 
Moldavia, and other Turkiſh provinces ; fo 
that the war is puſhed at once into the ene- 
my's country, and winter quarters: gained 
there, which is preciſely the thing that was 
always wanting before; and therefore the 
poſſeſſion of it at preſent can hardly fail of 
being attended with the moſt fortunate con- 
ſequences. I think it would be no extrava- 
gance to predict the fall of the Turkiſh em- 


pire being not very far off,” 2 
The 
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there is much truth in what has been aſſerted, 


ſtill will not bear 

a compariſon relative 
* The — yg 
— — 2 4 


the 
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and what is of mack greater 
ruble go as far as our five; for the Black fea 
keeps open a conſtant navigation forſupport+ 
ing their armies directiy from their grand 
magazine, Conſtantinople ; and which will 
always be of great ſervice, though a Ruſſian 
fleet was upon that ſea; but if they were de- 
prived of that advantage, yet there is no com- 
pariſon between the eaſe of recruiting the 
Turkiſh armies with the beſt troops from, 
their provinces i at their backs, 
and the immenſe diſtance which every thing 
from Ruſſia has to go before it can arrive .at 
our army; and this, I think, is almoſtſufficient 
to prevent any very important fucceſs. All 
theſe points can hardly fail of making a pro- 
rr 
of the expence, than it can be to the Turks. 
As to making a very bold puſh to finiſh the 
war in two or three campaigns, by aiming 
ſpeedilyat Conſtantinople, there are too many 
dangers in the plan to think that any com- 
mander would hazard it. From the two 
| Soc rr 
der, there are near four hundred miles ta 
| Conſtantinople. The Danube, with its fix | 
mouths, and vaſt marſhes, beſides a great line 
W lie in the way; and after that 
ne 


the Empreſs 
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near three hundred miles of a very defenſible 
country. Such a march muſt, in the nature 
of the propoſition, leave all the provinces to 
the weſt of Moldavia and Wallachia behind; 
fo that nothing would be eaſier than a Turkiſh 
army to be collected in thoſe and 
| to cut off the communication and retreat of 
the grand army: in ſuch a ſituation, it would 
be almoſt impoſſible for it to eſcape ruin. 
The Turks would have nothing to'do but to 
deftroy the country, harraſs its march, and 
diſpute every inch of land, and every poſt, ſtill 
avoiding a general engagement: the leaſt er- 
ror in the Ruſſian general would be deſtruc- 
tion, and nothing but continued and ſignal 
victories could be crowned with ſucceſs. In 
ſuch a ſituation, I am not clear that the taking 


Conſtantinople would be decifive. But the | 


war could never be carried on upon this plan; 
none is feafible but making abſolutely ſure of 
all the country as you advance; to leave no- 
thing behind you unconquered, or unpoſ- 
ſeſſed; but to advance ſlowly, campaign after 
campaign. If ever we are able to make any 
impreffion of conſequence upon the empire of 
the Ottomans, it muſt certainly be in this 
This diſcourſe, I thought, carried with it 
great marks of knowledge, and a very atten- 


tive 
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ſtantinople by water. But if the fleet on the 
Black fea was numerons enough to take on 
board the whole Ruſſian army, with all its 
camp, baggage, artillery, proviſions, &c. 1 
knownot, whether ĩt would not be poſſible to 
land them within two or three days march 
of Conſtantinople; nay, in caſe the coaft is fa- 
vourabletodiſembarking, in one day's march. 
In this cafe, the would not be in 

the abſolute danger of miſcarrying from a 
march of four hundred miles, with a certain- 
ty of the retreat being cut off, but the event 
 thrownat once on that of a battle, in a fitua- 
tion where a victory, ſupported and maintain- 
ed by ſuch a fleet, would probably overthrow 
the empire; for there is a wide difference be- 
tween gaining ſuch a victory freſh from the 
| hips, and ſo ſupported, and the ſame fucceſs 
without any fupport, and after the repeated 
and certain lofſes of a long and deſperate 
march. But to ſuch a ſcheme there would 
be many objections, though not ſo ſtrong as 
to the other : the greateſt would be the dif- 
procuring, manning, and ſupport- 
ing ſuch a fleet, as would be neceſſary to 
make the conduct at all fecure; and this is ſo 
great, that itwould neverbe poſſible to effectʒ 
in conſequence of events that fell out-after a 


* for 2 be neceſ- 


wy | 


T rocks, banks, currents, &c. And laſtly, a 
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fary for the mere building fueh a fled and 
great treaſures muſt be expended in It. It 
could never therefore be executed without 
the idea being conceived in a time of peace, 
and the fleet built in 
for uſe, with ſkilful mariners and pilots ready 
at the ing out of the war : which ſtate 
of the caſe ſuppoſes the Empreſs to be in poſ- 


conſequence, and ready * 


ſeſſion of all the north coaſt of that ſea, and 


to have the free of it; for with- 
out both, it w be ipellible to think of 
the execution of ſuch a plan. Thus you ſee, 
what long preparation muſt in any caſe be- 
noonfiey to fem » confine p lan for attack- 
rr 
that this is the only plan that can ever prove 
ſucceſsful. Firſt, there muſt be a war, and 
a ſucceſsful one; for ſuch muſt be that which 
gives poſſeſſion of Little Tartary and the 
Crim to the Empreſs. Aſter this war, 
no time ſhould be loſt in raifing a naval 
force upon the Black ſea, ſuperior to any 
thing the Turks can fit out. Thirdly, that 
ſea muſt be moſt minutely navigated, that 
every ſhip may have a pilot, who knows the 


— muſt happen fo foccebiful, as 
to put us in of the provinces north 


of the Danube; for even by ſea it might be 
Vol.. III. N fatal 


4 
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fatal to make the attempt, with a ſtrong 
enemy left behind fo near as Oekzakow, Ben- 
der, or any places in that country.— When 
all theſe previous ſteps were taken, and had 
proved ſucceſsful, then I ſhould ſuppoſe the 
attempt might be made, and with a proba- 
bility of ſucceſs. I do not ſpeak of the prac- 
ticability of landing on the fouth-weſt coaſt 
of the Euxine, becauſe I have been often told, 
that it is all a very fafe coaſt, W 
landing on 
_—_ whale month of December, and the 
beginning of January 1770, we ſpent in our 
mutual viſits at Peterſburg ; and I may ſay 
with great truth, and without paying the 
other members a compliment, that I never 
paſſed any time more apreeably : nom and 
then Mr. Maſon and myſelf appeared at court, 
which is neceflary here; and the Empreſs 
Jearning that we were great travellers, enterei 
more than once into converſation with us:; 
and enquired into our opinions of ſeveral ob- 
jects we had viewed. She is reſerved in the 
manner of her ſpeech, but has a noble open 
countenance, and a becoming greatneſs in 
her air and carriage. There is nothing lively 
or pleaſing at court, the whole being but a 
dull, tho' a fine ſcene. It is certain, that the 
great wiſdom, which has hitherto appeared 


great affairs, — — 
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in all the actions and councils of the princeſs, 
Hows from ber own perſonal genius and a> 
'þthlizzes : Henne 
miniſters, whoſe diſtinguiſhed parts would 
give one any reaſon to Hs the the ſucceſs 
owing to 'them-; befides, it is well known 
here, that the Empreſs is very determinate in 
Her opinion. She aſks and hears the advice 
af her council upon important affairs; but 
the generally follows her own opinion, which 
as evident from her acting directly contrary 
>the eolaies ae wt. in two or three 
affairs of conſequence; and in which the ſuc- 
.ceſs that followed proved clearly, that her 
own judgment was better than that of all her 
miniſters. -She is remarkable for being ex- 
-ceeding quick in all her deciſions ; ſhe never 
acts from long and repeated conſideration, 
but determines almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and 
executes with equal celerity. Such a diſpo- 
ation is certainly fitter for the conduct gf 


and a greater degree of — appeared; 
for nothing is ſo fatal in the ment of an 
empire, as inconſtancy and irreſolution. He 
who conſiders long before he determines, 
muſt infallibly miſs many opportunities, 
which, to more active minds, are ſeized the 
2 
P 2 The 
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The laſt week in January Mr. Maſon in- 


formed me, that he had determined on an excur- 


ſion into Siberia on the ſnow, and attempted 
to perſuade me to accompany him; I did not 
like the ſcheme, as it muſt prove a long and 
tedious journey; and in my turn, I propoſed an 
excurſion wherever he pleaſed for a month, 
which would give us both an opportunity of 
ſeeing the nature of this travelling; we con- 
| verſed often upon this ſubject before we could 
decide; as we preſently determined to break 
the length of the winter by ſome excurſion 
of this fort. I expatiated to him upon the 
 drearineſs of fo long a journey upon the ſnow, 
and offered to accompany him to Iſpahan in 
Perſia; which was moving into a warm cli- 
mate, inſtead of freezing on the ſnows of the 
north ; beſides, fuch a plan would ſhew us 
a country highly worthy of our attention, and 
introduce us into quite a new ſcene. He ob- 
jected to taking ſuch a journey in the depth 
of winter, aſſerting, and truly, that to have 
ir eqns ir ld he made bo the ſpring. 
At laſt he came into the ſcheme of a ſhort 
excurſion; and that we might have the ſnow 
in „ he determined to point full 
north, and viſit Archangel, and the coaſt of 
the White ſea. 


* 
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All this journey was more a ſcheme of a- 
muſement than obſervation; and as it was per- 
formed while the ground was covered ſeveral 
feet deep with frozen ſnow, it afforded very 
ſake manner ies is wither of regiſtering in 
this journal. We crofled the lake of 
upon the ice and ſnow to Oloucky, thence 
crols the lake Onega to Cargapol, and from 
thence through a great foreſt to Archangel. 
The diſtance is about three hundred miles, 
which took us only five days; we ſtopped for 
at the towns we paſſed; and the 
ſcenery of the country, which exhibited a 
world of ſnow in every phantaſtic form that 
can be imagined, was a ſource of perpetual 
amuſement. - The weather was very ſevere ; 
but it is incredible how warm a compleat ſuit 


of fur, well ſurrounded with cloaks of the 


ſame, keeps one; I believe I could have flept 
all night upon the ſnow, and full in the 
nah. | wind, E any other covering 
than my furs; but travelling in cold coun- 
n Mr. Maſon. often 
complained, when I felt not the leaſt i incon- 
venience. The ſmooth and immenſe plain 
formed on the two lakes is an object amaz- 
_ ingly ſtriking; and the vaſt foreſts, riſing out 
of the ſnow in ſome places, and in others co- 
vered with? it, exhibited ſcenes infinitely mag- 
9 nificent, 


|  cloath themſelves very 
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nificenf. I had many opportunities of ſeeing 
tze winter life of the peaſants, the inhabi- 
tants of lonely cottages in the midſt of rhefe 
unbounded ſnowy regions. They lay in 4 
ſtore for winter of ſalted meat indiſcriminate- 
Iy.of whatever ſort they have; alſs a quantity 
of rye, barley, peaſe, or meal; and they lay 
up likewiſe a conſiderable portion of dried 
fiſh, which they cure in the ſmoak of their 
cabbins: this winter ſtock, with the fowls 


foreſts, ſupply them tolerably well. They 
warm in the ſkins of 
ordinary forts of beaſts, that hardly deſerve 
the name of furs: and the plenty of wodd, 
every where to be found, makes firing io 
cheap an article to them, that their winter 
lives are, I imagine, much more cortiforrable 
than their ſummer ones; for their lords have 
not ſo much work for them to perform, o 
cr my of ap (db 6 tk os the 
greateſt regale that can be m, is 
that of a dram ; and we JI 
that they would, in any little contract, per- 
form much more than they agree to, if a 
dram is added. This in fo cold a country, 
and where the articles of lurury among the 


poor are ſo extremely limited, is not to be 
wondered at. 


Archangel 


and accidental beaſts they kill in ranging the | 
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Archangel is a ſmall town, almoſt on the 
mouth of the Dwina, which river is very broad 
and deep, and forms an excellent harbour. 
It contains about five thouſand inhabitants, 
but the numbe once was near thirty thou- 
ſand, when it was the great ftaple of all the 
trade which the Engliſh and Dutch carried on 
with Nuſſia, before Peter the Great founded 
Peterſburg. It is worthy of obſervation, that 
from that port there was a couſiderable ex- 
port of Ruſſian commodities, particularly na- 
val ſtores and furs, before that great com- 
merce was in being, which has fince aroſe 
at ſburg. In thoſe days, it was not an 
uncommon thing to ſee three or four hundred 
fall of ſhips at 2 time in this harbour, bus 
now very few reſort there: It is a poor place; 
the buildings containing nothing that is at all 
worthy of notice: They have a cathedral, 
and an a of the Greek church ; but 
every thing looks much on the decline. 

To avoid retu to Peterſburg by the 
ſame road we had come, Mr. Maſon propoſed 
our croffing the White ſea on the ice, and 
taking a ſmall compaſs through Lapland, and 
turning ſouthwards, round that fea, down tothe 
lake Ladoga, and ſo home to Peterſburg : 
this plan I readily agreed to, and accordingly 
we executed it. From the promontory of 
F a Catinoze, 
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Catſnoze, acroſs to Parſiga in Lapland, is 
about ſeven and thirty miles, which we 
paſſed in leſs than a day, though not without 
ſome - From thence we went to Po- 
hina, then to Kola, almoſt on the north ſea, 
and turning ſouth to Keretta, paſſed out of 
Lapland from Kovoda into Carelia, having 
travelled near five hundred miles through 
Muſcovite Lapland. I expected to find nine 
_ tenths of the country a defart, but it is not 
ſo; on the contrary, there are ſeveral little 
towns, and among thoſe on the coaſt there 
is a ſmall trade divided: a ſhip on a coaſting 
voyage, now and then, comes in ſummer, to 
> furs with ſuch commodities as are 
 moreim rogue among the Legiundves. There 
is very little cultivation among them; | but 
hay wwe hn cs, wh Sancho 
with an ordinary fort of apple: what corn 
they ſaw is chiefly rye, and a little barley; and 
this is a new thing, for formerly they lived 
entirely upon hunting andfiſhing, whichareat 
both fleſh and fiſh far winter proviſion, and 
ſeem not much to regard the ſeverities of the 
climate. I do not enter into any particular 
deſcription of them, or their manners, be- 
cauſe I find, that the accounts which I have 
ſea are very Jul The face of the coyntry, 
from 
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at could be ſeen of it in this ſeaſon, 
r 
open plains, gentle hills, and woods; ſome 
of which ape ein games, heving.ne wadie. 
wood in them. This province pays the Em- 
preſs but one tax,' which is a certain tribute 
of furs; the amount of which 1s conſiderable, 
The rental of the eſtates, which are ſituated 
in it, is paid entirely in furs and ſkins, for 
which the peaſants have liberty to cultivate 
whatever land they want, and alfo to hunt and 
fiſh on all the eſtates. In ſuch acountryitmay 
be ſuppoſed, that large tracks of land yield 
but very ſmall returns; I was affured after- 
wards by a gentleman at Peterſburg, l 
has a track of fixty miles long, by four 
twenty broad in ſome; places, and the income 
of it was not four hundred pounds a year neat 
Wr 
former ſociety, in order to paſs the reſt of the 


in as a manner as ez 
way which I found was fortunately an- 
feud; apd meds we ating wi ohe- 
ſure on my determining to winter here. But 
I believe much, in ſuch caſes, is to be attri- 
buted to one's qetermining beforchandtomake 
the beſt of all thoſe jnconveniengies, which 
9 
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ſeaſon. In the depth of winter the inhabi. 
tants of Ruſſia keep chiefly within doors z 
the ſociety of the fire-fide þ is then the only 
refuge from the inclemency of the weather; 
this naturally begets a more ſociable temper 
and a greater willingneſs to be pleaſed than if all 
common objects dividedthe attention, and oe- 
eupied one's hopes and fears. Whether this ĩs 
or is not a rational account of the matter, F 
| have, however, often experienced the caſe; 
and tho my acquaintance this winter at Pe- 
terſburg wanted no circumſtances to ſer them 
off, yet I think I enjoyed their converſation 
more, than if it had been in the midf of the 
mildneſs of the winter in Andaluſia. 
The count de Selhern informed us about 
the middle of March, that he ſhould, very 
early in the ſpring, repair by the Empreſs's 
order to Azoph, to make the campaign which 
was meditated againft the Turks in Georgia; 
and in which he expected a commiſſion of im- 
portance. This turned our converſation for 
ſeveral days on the views of the court of Ruſ- 
ſia, in the whe in that g of the world; and 
the Baron Minchewſe afferted, that attacking 
the Turks mtheir provinces, betweentheBlack 
fea and the Evuxine, was one of the wiſeſt 
meafures, that could be adopted, and the beft 
calculated of any to give a great diverſion to 
their 


KUSSHA aig 
their arms, to the eaſe of the wir in the 
provinces on the north of the Danule, It is 
à territory of very great importance from its 
ſituation between the two ſeas, as wel as from 
the fineneſs of the climate and the fertility of 
much of the ſoil. It is hy means of theſe 
provinces that they hold fo great a canmand | 
of the Black ſea, entirely ſueroundiig it by 
their dominions and ports. By theſe pro- 
vinces alſo the communication is zept up 
between their other dominions and he Tar- 
tars in ſubj or alliance with then, aſter 
the Ruſſian army cuts it off on the weſtern 
coaſt. Such a diverſion, if made by mn army 
tolerably powerful, would have grea effects; 
thoſe eaſtern provinces are weak, duined: of 
their troops, and the fortreſſes neverin good 
order; if all the maritim ones were ittackod 
one after another by an army in concert 
with a fleet, the war might in two empaĩgus 
be carried to the f6uthern coaſt of hat fea, 
which would alarm the Turks 'cxcedingly,; 
and occaſion great drafts from ther grand 


wn. 4 . 


Upon another decaſion, when ve were 
converſing upon the proſpects of the preſent 
war, I related the journey I had mide from 
the Ukraine along the frontiers of Foland to 


Peterſburgh ; and obſerved, that a 
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wack of puntry was ot only in the hands 
— troops, but the towns and vill 5 
Tr while 3 
inhabitants were all flying into 5 
— 2 of; ior 
134 2 
_= Count faid, in repl 
2 - Leia 
ancient C 
they wee once in yg 
Sing theners firſt under the * 
* under that of Ruſſia, d 4 
goung to Poland again, dif as then 
the ovrignty had happend, which extend 
of Lat degree to the whole grand duch 
anita; be therefore ſuppoſed the Em- 


hands, 7rnex retain thas, Ho = 


a diviſioi with the republick, aſcertaining 
he: 

44 if ever a time of 
ty hould return He Bid that there was 
—— to believe, ſo very rolitical 2 
— would not miſtake fo 44 
_ * 3 conqueſts From Poland, 
. two nn: firſt, 
_ „ by 
cœuragements ſhe attrafts the 44 4 
part, anl fear ſends away the reſt: if, on a 
peace, 
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trouble to re-people them from oth 
er parts of 
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than halfof Poland. The Ruſ- 

fians you ſaw ſettling on the frontier pro- 
vinces, muſt he merely ſuch as are attraftef 
by the armies with a view af ſupplying them 
at a time, when dhe deſemed hauſcs and. farms 


of the Pales were ready to raceive thera; but 


they will all be glad toirtwury, when the oeca- 
fon of their going is removed. Thaſe ;pro- 
vinces are now under the einil as well as mi- 
itary adminiſtration of Rufba, which rwſt.of 
conſequence carry a great mumber of Ruſſians 
there, whoſe reſidence can be no langer than 
CD — — 
| Tthouldthink, in good palitics,che Coune's 
opinion mult be right; and that the Epreſ 
keeps poſſeſſion of 10 many Foliſh provinces, 
m order to be better able to carry off all the 
inhabitants; which is certainly making the 
beſt uſe of them that can be to her. But, 
which would be the conſequence of ſeizing 

the provinces themſelves ; and therefore her 
rivals, who would declare againft her. ſor one, 
'thould, to be conſiſtent, do the fame for the 
other; for there certainly can be no doubt, but 
the increaſe of a million of ſubjects, fixed on 
the crown lands of this empire, would 
233 the monarch on the throne far 


More 


2 u 881K 
more than the acquiſition of a Poliſh 
wine, containing a-milkbon, and yield 
made 


The approach of the Fring 


He determineld 20. travel anto Perſia, and, if 


223 
pro- 
ſour 
Mr. 


woithy df a man, who, I believe, will never 
ceaſe to travel till he ceaſes to live. But as 
have no defire to paſs.away my life without 
the fine of fixing, I ſhall bend my 


eſtate, ſome of the various cultures and me 
thods which I have wewed in fo many 
places. = 


The 3d of April, 1770, I left Peterſburg, 
_ * taking with mei five attendants to conduct me 

fafe through :Paland;; among whom were 
two foldiers, who could ſpeak German and 
| Poliſh: of the former language I have enough 
40 underſtand common converfation. Such a 
retinue in England would coſt a traveller four 
or five pounds a day; but I could travel in 
Ruſſia or Poland for four and thirty ſhillings 
a day, all expences included, except extraor- 
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dinary ones: when I ſtop at towns 
the landlords, though 2222 
able, will yet ſwell the account higher than 
that. I arrived the 5th at Narva, which is 
one hundred miles, the country very badly 
inhabited, but much of it cultivated. The 
froſt is beginning to go; ſo in ten days or a 
fortnight we may expect ſummer, which, in 
the northern climates, comes at once, with- 
melts apace, till it is quite gone; the roads 
will be bad; but I have, even in their pre- 

ſent circumſtances, travelled on worſe. 
Narva 1s prettily fituated on the banks of a 
fine river, though not a deep one, as ſhips of 
any fize cannot come up to the town: "it is 
well built, and ſtrongly fortified. Here is a 
conſiderable trade in hemp, flax, timber, pot- 
aſhes, and moſt of the commodities which 
ported from Almoaſt all the 
trade is in ſhe hands of the Engliſh and 
Dutch; but the former are much the 

purchaſers : the trade, which the latter carry 
a 


Narva the 6th, at noon, and taking the banks 
ofthe river, followed it twodays, when arrived 
at Salatſki, which is above ninety miles from 
Narva, ſtanding at the bottom of a very fine 
lake, above forty mules broad, and as much 
long. 
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long. All this country is pretty well culti- 
vated. I ſaw many fields of rye beautifully 
green, though ſo lately covered with ſnow, 
and much of them now under it. The 8th I 
reached Pleſcow, on a lake of the fame name 
ſome parts of which, from the wooded iſlands 
which are thick in it, are very beautiful. All 
this country is as well cultivated as any part 
of Ruſſia. It produces a large quantity of 
flax; but they reckon the foil rather too light 
for hemp. They have two ſeaſons for fow- 
ing both wheat and rye; October, and April 
and May; but they reckon that the former 
ſeaſon yields the beſt produce. They grow 
much more corn than is neceſſary for their 
own conſumption, which, with their flax, is 
exported by the port of Narva; watercarriage 
giving them that opportunity at a very cheap 
rate. Wheat yields here two quarters, and 
ſometimes more, upon an acre ; rye not more 
than wheat: barley is not ſown till the mid- 
dle of May, but the heat of the fun brings an 
early harveſt; it is not reckoned a very pro- 
fitable grain here ; they get from two quar- 
ters to two and an half per acre: oats yield 
three and an half. I had been informed, that 
in Livonia one method of cultivation was 
very extraordinary, which was that of flood- 
ing vales that would admit it, and keeping 

Vo. III. Q them 


226 TRAVELS THROUGH 


them as fiſh-ponds for three or four years, 
and then, letting the water off, they cultivate 
it for corn for five or fix years; after which 
the water muſt be let on again to fertilize it 
afreſh; but on enquiry I found it was not in 
this part of the country: but they uſe here 
almoſt as many wood aſhes for manuring their 
lands as they do in Sweden, and fay that no 
other manure has ſo great an effect. 
The roads growing but indifferent, I did 
not reach Marienburg till the tenth ; the dif- 
tance better than fifty miles. The country is 
woody in parts, but much of it very well cul- 
tivated. I paſſed through large tracks of 
young wheat and rye, which looked extreme- 
ly well; and the peaſants were all buſy in the 
fields with their ploughs, which they work, 


ſome with horſes, and ſome with oxen. They 


were tilling their lands for barley and oats, 
and alſo flax; for the latter of which they ap- 
propriate their beſt ſoils, if not wet clays; but 
they prefer a fine light fandy loam for it. 

An acre of good flax is worth from three to 
five pounds; but they raife much that does 
not yield three. Marienburg is a ſmall town, 
tolerably well built, and moſt romantically 
ſituated on a promontory of land which pro- 


_ jects into a large lake; ſo that it is joined to | 


2 the main land only by a narrow neck, not 
| much 
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much wider than the road. An inland place 
in a country not full of manufactures, can 
r Marien- 
was once of conſequence for its ſtrength, 
and the ſecne of ſeveral military e expeditions, 
when belonging to the Teutonic knights. 
It is at preſent poor, but ſtrong for this part 
of the world. The people live cheaply, from 
the fertility of the neighbouring country, 
and the vaſt quantity of fiſh which they get 
out of the lake. The farmers manure their 
land around the lake with a kind of ouze, 
which they dig up on the banks of it: itis of 
a deep blue colour, about two feet deep, cuts 
like wet peat, and is compoſed of rotten vege- 
tables; for there is an immenſe growth of 
aſhore and rot, and, with a mixture of mud, 
forms this manure, which is of the nature of 
marle, and fertilizes their fields for many 
years. I have no doubt but the ſame mate- 
rials might be found on the coaſts of many 
other lakes; but cuſtom not having made the 
uſe of them common, the huſbandmen neg- 
lect them. 
The 11th I got to Pebalgen, another town 
built on a lake; the diſtance about forty miles, 
through a territory, part good, and part of it 
marſby ; but all the lands that would admit 


A of 
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of culture ſeemed to be under cultivation, and 
yielded wheat, rye, barley, oats, and pulſe. 
They alſo cultivate cabbages for the winter 
food of their herds, which are very numerous. 
It is a large red cabbage, which ſtands the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the winter, and is taken 
from under the ſnow in full perfection for all 
ſorts of cattle, who are wonderfully fond of 
them. They uſed to ſow the Swediſh turnep 
for this uſe, but come more into the 
from finding the produce much greater. As 
tO its Randing the winter, from the obſerva- 
tions I have made, I am inclined to believe 
the climates in which vegetables ſuffer moſt, 
are not thoſe where great quantity of ſnow 
fall, but ſuch as have ſevere froſts without any 
ſnow : theſnow keeps them warm, and greatly 
which in other countries cut off ſo many 
vegetables. There is not much flax in this 
line of country; but they cultivate a little 
hemp: however, they depend moſt upon 
common huſbandry. It is remarkable that 
there is a great difference between Livonia, 
and the other parts of Ruſſia which I have 
been in. The ancient provinces are gene- 
rally divided into the eſtates of the nobility; 
who cultivate them by means of ſtewards 
and agents, the peafants being all ſlaves; but 
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in the Ukraine, the land belongs to little 
frecholders, if I may ſo call them, who cul- 
tivate their own property. Now in Livonia 
the caſe differs from both ; for here eſtates 
are of all fizes, and lett out upon farming 
leaſes, as in England. There are many ſeats 
of country gentlemen, who all have a part of 
their eſtates in their own hands; but the pea- 
fants, though not ſo much at their eaſe as in 
free countries, yet are not enſlaved ; they 
hire large tracks of land, which ſome of 
them cultivate extremely well; and many of 
them are worth conſiderable ſums of money 
for this part of the world. 

The 12th I rode near fifty miles to Crop- 
per, through a country moſt beautifully wa- 
tered with ſmall lakes and rivers; it is diver- 
fified with gentle hills and groves of fine trees, 
and great part of it well cultivated ; many 
parts of Eng land have a much worſe appear- 
ance. The peaſants, from the general activity 

ſeen among them, are I believe a very induſ- 
trious ſet of people; ſcare any arable field 
but what had ploughs at work in it; the ſoil 
zs ſandy, for loams and clays require ſome 
time to dry after the ſnow is gone, before they 
will admit the cattle to till it; but theſe lands 
inclinable to ſand are preſently dry enough 

for tillage ; they plough variouſly for their 

Q 3 ſpring 
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ſpring corn, ſome only once, others three 
times. Flax is cultivated by many of them; 
but they aſſured me that wheat paid them 
better, though ſome farmers have now and 
then ſuch good flax crops as induce them to 
continue the culture. I remarked that moſt 
of them are very attentive thro the winter 
ſeaſon 1n raiſing dunghills, or rather compoſt 
heaps near their houſes; for there was ſcarcely 
a farm without a great 


ter in houſes, and litter them with ruſhes and 
other aquatic weeds, which they cut up for that 
purpoſe in their numerous lakes and rivers ; 
they alſo add great quantities of mud, alſo 
| wood aſhes, &c. and at this time of the year 
they mix theſe hills together, turning them 
over, and incorporating the ingredients; after 
which they leave them till. they ſow barley 
or plant cabbages, ſpreading them on the land 
before the laſt ploughing. This muſt all be 
2 very excellent ſyſtem of huſhandry. 

The 1 3th in the afternoon I regched Riga, 
which is the moſt confiderable place of trade 
next to Peterſburgh in the Ruſſian dominions. 
It ſtands very advantageouſly for commerce, 
near the mouth of the river Dwina, which 


with its branches, extending a great way into 
Poland 


. want of due 
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Poland and Ruſſia, bring immenſe quanti- 
ties of commodities which are from 
this city : Among theſe the principal are 
hemp, flax, timber for maſts and other pur- 
poſes; pitch, tar, and pot aſhes; all theſe com- 
modities are produced inthe provincesor near 
them, through which thoſe rivers run; and 
ſome of them by means of ſhort land carriage 
from one river to another, much further, 
even from the Ukraine and the Poliſh pro- 
vinces that border upon Turkey. It appears 
by the regiſter of the cuſtom-houſe at this 
town, that more than five hundred fail of 
ſhips, from one hundred and fifty to four 
hundred tons, have been loaded here ina year; 
three hundred of which were Dutch, and - 
one hundred and fixty Engliſh ; but of 
late the trade of the town has declined, for 
at preſent there are not many more than four 
hundred fail cleared outwards, of which about 
two hundred and forty are Engliſh. Every 
ton of the goods they carry from hence 
might be had at our own plantations; but for 
t we come to Ruſ- 
ſia for them, and pay ſome hundred thouſand 
pounds balance on the account; which is an 
inflance of miſtaken politicks that never was 
to be equalled in the annals of the Dutch re- 
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I had a letter of recommendation to Mr. 
Scueen, a principal merchant in this town, 
with whom I ſpent the evening; and he not 
only gave me the heads of the preceding par- 
ticulars, but I had alſo ſome inſtructive con- 
verſation with him on the preſent ſtate of the 
province of Livonia. Of all Peter the Greats 
conqueſts, this was the moſt important; be- 
ing a country, which for its products, ports, 
and ſituation 1s of the higheſt importance to 
Ruſſia. It forms upon an average a ſquare 
of 200 miles every way, and contains bet- 
ter than twenty-five millions of acres, and near 
a million of people. Above half the lands, 
he calculates, are under profitable cultivation, 
either in arable crops or good meadow; and 
excluſive of woods, marſhes, lakes and rivers. 
The annual product is about thirteen millions 


ſterling, including timber. Such an eſtimate 
cannot be accurate, Ido not give it the rea- 
der as a paper of authority; it is nothing 
more than the calculation of a yery ingenious 
ſenſible man, who has many times travelled 
all over Livonia. The parts which I ſaw are 
not equal in culture to others in the province, 
yet I ſhould apprehend, that half the track I 
came through is under culture, meadows in- 
cluded; and as to the number of acres, it is 
2 — fact. But [ ſhould not con- 


ceive 
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ceĩve there were quite a million of people in 
it; Theard the number once eftimatcd at be- 
tween fix and ſeven hundred thouſand. Sup- 
ng ten or twelve millions of acres culti- 
vated, which does not appear to me an ex- 
aggerated idea, I do not ſee how the total 
product of the province can be eſtimated fo 
low as thirteen millions. But from this 
ſketch of particulars it is eaſy to conceive, 
that the importance of the province to Ruſ- 
fia is very great. 
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. VII. 


Journey to Dantzick—Deſcription of the coun- 
try and Trade of Dantzich— 


Journey to — of Po- 


\HE 14th 1 left Livonia, and reached 
Mittaw, the capital of Courland, the 
diſtance about eight and forty miles. The 
face of the country 1s exactly the ſame as that 
of Livonia, and the ſoil equally fruitful, which 
by information I found was the caſe of 
the whole duchy: their products, as hemp, 
flax, lintſeed, ds maſts, pot aſh, = 
tar, honey, wax, &c. are conſiderable. The 
whole country is full of black cattle, and they 
have many horſes. In the happy times of the 
Dukes of Courland, when the Ketler family 
had quiet poſſeſſion, and before the duchy 
and all its town were ravaged by the Swedes 
and Muſcovites, Mittaw was a conſiderable 
and a fine town ; it reckoned fifteen thou- 
ſand inhabitants, but now they are not more 
than nine thouſand. It is yet an agreeable. 
place, well built, with a handſome ducal 
palace, where is ſomething of a court with 
guards, 
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guards, and there is always a ſtrong garriſon 
in it. K boen great 
additions to the fortifications. It is now, as 
well as the whole duchy, in the hands of the 
Ruſſians. 
From Mittaw I reached Zagari in Poland 
on the 15th, being about four and forty 
miles; part of the country tolerably cultiva- 
'ted, but'not equal to Livoriia, oreven toCour- 
land; n were ſome Ruſſian ſoldiers at 


ſectuallys and a Ds — it is to theſe 
parts of Poland, where the civil war is thus 
kept under by a foreign power. The ad- 
vantages of all the cultivation I faw are inthe 
hands.of the Ruffians, for the Poliſh nobles 
through moſt of the great province of Samo- 
gitia are driven from their eftates, and the 
profits of ſuch of them as are not de- 
populated all goto the Ruſſians. The cot- 

tages of the peaſants are as mean as can well 
de conceived; they are chiefly built of turf, 

and covered with the ſame, being drawn up 
in a ſpiral form to a point, where is an aper- 
ture for the ſmoak to go out; the room is 


large enough for the family and the cattle ; 
all lye together and in the ſame manner. I 


had read that they uſed in this province none 
but 
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but wooden plough-ſhares, through a ridi- 
crops ; but this is not true, for I ſaw many 
at work for barley, and all of them 
had iron ſhares, but of = moſt aukward con- 
ſtruction. 

The 16th I got to Roſenne, the diſtance 


ral manſions in ruins, and fields entirely 
waſte that had once been tilled ; the whole 
a very melancholy ſpectacle; but much of 
town of Roſenne is a ſmall fortified 
which has a Ruſſian garriſon ; there is an ap- 
pearance of nothing but poverty in it. The 
17th I got to Swingy, a little town about 
thirty four miles from Roſenne; there is ſome 
land in this line of country under cultivation, 
being the eſtate of a nobleman, who enjoys it 
in tolerable peace under the protection of Ruſ 
fia. They ſow barley, oats, peaſe, beans, and 
a little rye; I ſaw ſeveral ploughs at work; 
and upon examining them, found that the 
ſhares were wood, to my no ſmall ſurprize ; 
J enquired the reaſon of this, and they could 
give me none, only that they never uſed any 
other ſort; the land here is ſandy, and did nat 


22 TRAVELS THROUGH 


ſeem to yield good crops; the rye was full of 
weeds: I aſked if it was to be weeded, and 
they told me they never weeded any corn at 
all. The nobleman is an old man, who has 
| his eſtate managed in the ſame way as his fa- 
ther had ; that is, the peaſants are miſerably 
oppreſſed by his ſtewards, and his own in- 
come at the ſame time contemptible. 
The 18th I travelled forty miles to Stocken, 
all in Pruſſia, the country ſandy, and not 
much of it well cultivated, but the peaſants 
are much more at their eaſe than in Poland; 
and this country being ſubject to the king of 
Pruſſia, no Ruſſians, no Poliſh confederacies, 


nor any diſturbances happen in it, which is a 


very great advantage to agriculture; though I 
yet have ſeen nothing that gives me any great 
idea of their knowledge in that ſcience. This 
country is much more populous than Samo- 
gitia, and the houſes of the peaſants built of 
much better materials. I paſſed two or three 
villages, entirely inhabited by Poles who have 
fled their country, and ſettled here by order 
of the king of Pruſſia, though without any of 
that noble encouragement I ſaw exerted in 
Ruſſia ; and I believe thoſe who take refuge 
in the latter country, are in other reſpects 
better treated than they were in Pruſſia. The 

igth I got by dinner to Koningſburg, the diſ- 
8 tance 
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ſtance, being only twenty miles through a 
country pretty well cultivated, and tolerably 
peopled, though the ſoil is in general ſandy, 


in a plough; and I ſaw ſome drawn by a little 
horſe and cow, or a little ox; this is very 
practicable with ſo light a ſoil: they ſow large 
Tantities of buck-wheat, and reckon it more 

than barley. Koningſburg 1s the 


a very good harbour with ſome trade, but not 
| near equal to that of Riga, though it is a 
hanſe town. The export is in the ſame ar- 


ticles, except hemp and flax, of which the 


The King has made ſeveral attempts to in- 
creaſe its trade, but they do not ſeem to be 
attended with any great effect. Dantzick on 
one fide, and Riga on the ther, are two ſuch 
Vol. III. R rivals, 
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rivals, that this place cannot make its trade 
good againſt them for any thing further than 
the mere amount of the products of thattrack 
of country, which hes nearer to it than toany 


crop with them, I found. - They do not ſow 


it till the end of May: the produce is greater 
than that of any other grain or pulſe, and the 


Fd, neal ch for thn Pond, br 
i bb dee es the 
Poliſh peaſants, becauſe taxation is regular; 
whereas the paytnents made by the peaſants 
to their lords in Poland are fo capricious, that 
they never know when they have paid their 
total: moſt of it being in cattle, and irregular 
perfonal ſervices; the beſt liberty that can be. 
grven to peaſants, is to compound all ſuch for 
money, which makes their burthens regular, 
however heavy they may be; and when this 
ſyſtem is extended as far as it will go, it in- 
. th= tenures of land; heck 
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eſtates are lett on leaſe, and the landlord's 
whole property pays him a regular intereſt in 
money : this is the higheſt advantage that 
can any where be made of the foil; it will 
in this caſe always be beſt cultivated, and 
yield a greater total product than in any other 
fyſtem, at the ſame time that many more 
people are maintained than in any other way. 
It is not at all neceſſary that a country ſhould 
| be free, in order for this ſyſtem to reign; it is 
as general throughout France, and the arbi- 


and peaſants 15 quite out of all 
the other claſſes of the people; but then 
there is a regularity in their burthens, which 
renders them bearable. Taxes upon land, 
cattle, crops, or onwhatever they maybe laid, 
muſt in their nature have ſomething of regu- 
larity and proportion in them; but the per- 
ſonal ſervice, in which the lower ranks of 
Poland are kept, is a mere flavery, ſuch a 
deſpotiſm as the planters in the Weſt-Indies 
uſe over their African ſlaves. Compared 
with this, the oppreſſed ſtate of the Ruſſtan 
_ peaſants is an abſolute freedom; beſides 
R 2 which, 
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which, there are many farmers who hire 
their lands by tenures. 
2 the exdecntidane atrer Gate aides. to 
Elbing; the country all ſandy, yet tolerably 
well cultivated. It is remarkable that buck- 
wheat, upon theſe ſands, very often yields as 
profitable a produce as wheat on the beſt 
ſoils : they get five or ſix quarters an acre off 
it, and the ſtraw they reckon excellent food 
for their cattle in-winter. Swediſh turneps 
they alſo raiſe to advantage upon them; and 
tillage is ſo eaſy, from the lightneſs of the 
draught, that they plough their land, after 
the firſt time, with a ſingle horſe or e: but 
this ploughing with cows is only while they 
are dry, they do not uſe. them while they 
give milk. Elbing is, next to Dantzick, the 
moſt conſiderable town in Poliſh Pruſſta: it 
is a pretty, neat, and well-built place, with a 
trade that is ſufficient to give a briſk cireula - 
tion of money among the inhabitants : they 
load many ſhips in a. year, ſometimes above 
chirty ſail, with corn, timber, potatoes, and 
hides. It is always ſtriking, in every little 
tou n, to ſee the ſuperiority that reſults from 
trade: a ſmall commerce gives a circulation 
and a wealth, that diffuſes happineſs through 
every claſs of the people; the houſes are bet- 
ter built, new ones are erected, and every 
body 
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body lives well. But in a country-town, 
ſupported by nothing but the agriculture 
around it, every thing is the contrary; the 
| houſes are poorly built, many are fallen into 
ruin, and all ranks of the people are poor and 
unhappy. . Such are the conſequences of 
bringing commerce into a country, which 
never fails of giving a new 2Ppearance to 
The zd I arrived > Gt city of 
Dantzick ; the diſtance about forty miles. I 
croſſed ſeveral branches of the Viſtula, part. 


of the couutry being within the libertics of + 


de city. This territory, though a poor ſandy 


ſoil, is moſt highly cultivated, and ſhews, in 
every acre, the infinite advantages which 
reſult from liberty and wealth. The burghers 
have their villas in this territory; and all off 
them have farms, which they manage in a 
manner much ſuperior to the huſbandry that 
is to be ſeen any where elſe in Poland. I faw 
ſome very fine fields of wheat den. 
rently barren ſand, which, I dare ſay, the maſt 
fertile land in Poland does not exceed: this 
was owing to manure brought from Dantzick, 
ſuch as dung of all ſorts, aſhes, the ſweepings 
of the ſtreets, the offals of the ſhops, &c. 
which being carried out of the city unto 
* is ſold into the country by the public 
R 3 . 
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ſcavengers; moſt of it is bought by the 
by this means as fine corn, &c. on their poor 
fand, — ontderdontong 


Smated on the mouth of the Viſtuls, with = 
very advantageous harbour for all but the 
largeſt ſhips. It very much reſembles Ham- 
| burgh, both in the loftineſs of the houſes, 
the manner of building them, and in the nar- 
rowneſs of the ſtreets. The ſtreets and houſes 
are much cleaner than any others in this part 
of the world; but neatneſs 1s not carried to 
the length it is in Holland. The 


ſttreets are planted on each fide in the Dutch 


way, which is an inſtance of ill taſte in the 


original, which one cannot but be ſurpriſed 
at ever ſeeing copied. The city is not large, 
the circumference not exceeding three miles: 


it is fortified with a wall and a double ditch; 
but the ſtrength alone that is its „ 1s 
* the intereſt of all their neighbours that the 
place ſhould continue free: in which circum- 
ſtance it is in the ſame predicament as Ham- 
Two thouſand regular troops, excel- 
lently provided and armed, would be a very 
Ken garriſon; but they have not ſeven hun- 
0 


ute of match locks. 
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arms, or magazines, comparable to the ſame 
number of men in any regular ſervice in Ey» 
rope. Iniaword, Dantzick has a ſtrength to 
reſiſt nobody but the Poles. They have an 
arſenal full of uſeleſs arms, and talk of poſ- 
ſeſſing twoor three hundred pieces of cannon ; 
but a great train of artillery may be as inſig · 
nificant, as theſe are of Dantzick, as a maga- 


But the commerce of this is the object 
6 
they reckon, ſixteen out of twenty of all 
the trade of Poland. This 25 
which ſpread through a vaſt extent of that 
ny ne Rn ER 
and particularly wheat they ſend off ſome 
yo five, fix, and even 
amount aroſe to one million two hundred and 
forty thouſand Of late years the 
— much declined, and, fince the 
triflings ſo that the total, laſt year, it was (aid, 
did not amount to one hundred thouſand 
me All the corn comes in ſlopps and 
to ſixty tans, and ſome more, and wholly on 
4 - __ 
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account of the landlords, who are all nobles 
by virtue of their poſſeſſing lands. It is raiſed 
on their eſtates by their who, as I 
before obſerved, are all ſlaves; ſo that the Poles 
may be faid to farm their whole eſtates, what- 
ever be the extent: the barges are their own 
„and the watermen that navigate 
themare ſomecf them their vaſſals, and others 
freemen, whom they hire in the cities and 
towns on the river. It is fold to merchants 
at Dantzick, who lodge it in their granaries, 
which are more caparious than thoſe of any 
town in Europe, ſome of them eight ſtories 
high. The boats bring, beſides corn, all the 
other articles of ſale which the Poliſh eſtates 
produce, particularly pot-aſh, maſts, plank 
for ſhip-building, pipe ſtaves, which are þet- 
ter than thoſe of Hamburgh, bees-wax in 
| large quantities, ſome hempand flax, and far- 
merly much of it manufactured into ſacking, 
packing cloths, and even linen'; but this of 
Jate years is much declined : of all theſe ar- 
ticles, to the amount of three ar fourhundred 
thouſand pounds, but ſometimes not near fo 
much, The boats, on their return, carry 
back to the nobles, cities, and towns, all the 
| commodities and manufactures which they 
want. Among theſe are reckoned, iron from 
Sweden, W 


POLAND ax» PRUSSIA. 249 


and tons a year, but the import is fallen to 
a thouſand; Eaſt Indiagoods of allſorts, ma- 


-brandy, wines, &c. The Dutch have all the 
ſupply of India goods, and moſt of that of 
lnen and woollen ; and the French the prin- 
cipal part of the filks, brandy, wines, and 
all the Weſt India commodities. As to 
England, her trade with Dantzick is very 
inconſiderable, which is entirely owing to 


our taking off very few of her commodities ; 


we never pay money for what plank, pot- 
aſh, or hemp we import; and when wheat 
is ſo dear in England, that foreign corn is 
admitted, our ts have ſometimes ſent 
many ſhips thither to load with wheat, and 
— pid for their cargoes with our manu- 
Poland 5 Ratet 
as of 

ham, Sheffield, Rotherham, &c, 
Making uſe of a letter of recommendation, 
which Thad brought from the Count Selliern, 
to Mr. Pratſky, a very eminent merchant at 
Dantzick, and one whoſe great wealth ſhews 
how well he underſtands the trade of the city, 
gave me an opportunity not only of getting 
the preceding particulars upon better authority 
than I could otherwiſe have done, but, at the 
ſame time, enabled me to make ſome enquiries 
concerning the preſent ſtate of Poland, reſpect- 


he 
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ing the factious views and defigns of the ſe- 
veral parties which at preſent harraſs that 
kingdom. I had for three years paſt read much 
concerning them in the public prints of many 
countries, but could never clearly underſtand 
the real ſtate of the kingdom till I travelled 
from the Ukraine to Peterſburg. - The ac- 
count he gave me was this: 
poland is divided into two grand parties, 
the Roman Catholicks, and the Proteſtants 
and Greeks. The former, for ſome ages paſt, 
have omitted (as has been the caſe in every 
country of Europe) no opportunities of op- 
preſſing the latter, and depriving them of 
that religious liberty 
right by the conſtitution of the kingdom. 
Theſe oppreſſions and invaſions of privileges 
begot confederacies of nobles, profeſſing the 
Reformed or Greek religions, who entered 
into com for the defence of their faith, 
and declaring a full refuſal to acknowledge 
any ſovereignty, until their complaints were 
redreſſed. This ſtroke was copied immedi- 
ately in moſt parts of the kingdom where 
thoſe religious are found. Thus gave rife to 
counter confederacies of the Roman Catho- 
lick nobles, with this addition, that they, in 
their agreement, declared all who did not 
accede to it to be enemies to the kingdom. 
cs A 


to which they have a 


culated f 
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have cut in pieces a great number of their 
confederacies as faſt as they are formed; upon 
which occaſion the counter-reformed Poles 
enter and utterly deſtroy their eſtates, carry- 
ing off the peaſants, and fixing them upon 
their own lands; and many are ſent into Ruſſia 
from almoſt-every expedition, which, of all 
the reſt, are thoſe only who have any chance 
of being fixed out of the reach of conſtant re- 
ads. This 1s the preſent tate of the 
kingdom : more than half of it has been laid 
waſte fince the war began; and what threat- 
ens the whole is, the number of Roman Ca- 
tholic canfederacies, which are formed as faſt 
as the Ruſſians deſtroy the old ones. Nothing 
can bringany degree of peace to the kingdom, 
but the Empreſs increafing her troops to ſuch 
a number, as to make a conqueſt of all the 
Roman Catholic part of the kingdom: _-_ 
this would give umbrage, | it is 
other powers, although ſome of them = 
declared in > Tims fs Greek 
Nuſſia and Turkey, the Empreſs cannot ſpare 
either troops or money for ſuch a plan; 
but if —B 


| Poles, her implacable enemies, but would 


land: at the ſame time, it would bring her 
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fures.” | 8 = * 5 
V pon my aſking him his ſentiments of the 
Ruſſian acquiſitions, and their ke 2 
fon of ſo many - provinces, driving away the 
ing moſt of the peaſants into Ruſha;-inti- 


mating that I thought the Empreſs had a 


ſomething impor- 


deprive her of the ſtrongeſt pretence ſhe has 
of interfering, and thereby governing Po- 


into a war with Pruſſia and Auſtria, for nei- 
ther of thoſe powers would ſee ſuch Ruſfian 
acquiſitions, and fit by quietly. The aims 
of that Princeſs, which I have little doubt are 
thoſe of a true politician, are to ſupport the 
party of her own religion, and prevent their 

being oppreſſed, and to gain ſuch a general 
power in the kingdom, as to have her will be 


treated, in all great national meaſures, with 
due reſpect 


3 Her carrying away the Poliſh 
peaſants to people her crown lands, is moſt 
i certainly 


_ kalltheraſtethere: they ſit long at theirmeals, 
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certainly a very political conduct; for ſhe 
will add thereby equally to her ſtrength and 
wealth.“ 

M. Pratſky inſiſted on my taking a dinner 
with him, which I did. He has a large and 
convenient houſe, well furniſhed, and much 
in the Engliſh manner. His wife is an agree 
able, ſenſible woman, a native of Sileſia, 
who talked politicks inceffantly, and was a 
ſtrenuous advocate for the King of Pruffia. 
e their daugn- 

ter, who entertained me on the harpſichord, 
Dantzick being pretty well ſupplid with 
muſicians from Germany. M. Pratſky Eves 
elegantly, but in the German manner, which 


and drink very heartily: and among all the 
nations that are fond of the pleaſures of the 
table, there is always much ſociety, and a 
deſire of pleaſing, which does inſtead of the 
more refined manners of the ſouthern coun- 
tries. Miſs Pratſky, and other ladies I ſaw, 
aim in their dreſs, I obſerved, at an imitation 
of the French taſte, but I cannot ſay I could 

ever admire any imitations, even in dreſs: 
whatever nation affects to follow the taſte of 

another, will never make any other figure 


than that of an halting copyer, who ſhews as 


much aukwardneſs as faſhion. The Engliſh 
never 
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never make ſuch fools of themſelves, as when 
they copy the French in their dreſs ; the two 
nations are of different genius, and different 
manners; we never come up to the extrava- 
gance of the original; our copy is always 
tame: go from London to Pans, you are in 
a new world; you find what was called French 
to be a miſcrable defective copy of a miſera- 
ble original. 
During my ftay at Dantzick I was at the 
Golden Crown, a very good inn, lately fitted 
up and kept by a Dutchman; he charges very 
_ reaſonably, and ſupplied me with good fiſh 
very freſh, and his wines are excellent, par- 
ticularly old hock. 

The 26th I left Dantzick and took the road 
for Warſaw, in the province of Ploſcow. I 
was informed, there were ſeveral parties of 
confederates, and much ſkirmiſhing, I there 
fore took the advantage of travelling with 2 
Dantzick burgomaſter, going on public bu- 
fineſs to the King, with a company of foldiers 
for his guard. That day we travelled above 
forty miles to Kirchow, a ſmall town through 
a ſandy track of country, but with many vil- 
lages in it. The next day we got to Culm, 
once a famous place and a hanſe-town, but it 
has long been in decay, and is now, though 


a large place, filled with nothing but beggars 


. 


5 loam, and the 
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and ruins. 'The fituation 1s upon a hill, and 
would, if the town was well built, be very plea- 


fant. From hence we paſſed the 28th through 


Thorn to Wladiſlaw ; the former of theſe 


towns was a hanſe, and a noted place for 
trade before that of Dantzick, but moſt of its 


commerce and inhabitants are gone ; it has 


ſtill, however, a good appearance, the ſtreets 
are broad, ſtrait, and ſome of them well paved, 


and the houſes large and handſome : here is 
yet ſome trade by means of the Viſtula, which 
is what keeps the place from the ruin into 
which ſomany others have fallen. The country 
we paſſed is not ſandy, but ſeems to be a good 
of the corn indi- 
cates good huſbandry, but many eſtates are 
quite deſolate : we went through three vil- 
lages that had been reduced to aſhes more 
than a year ago, and no ſigns yet of being re- 
built. Wladiſlaw is a pretty well built town 
alſo on the Viſtula ; the only buildings in it 
that are of anynote is the Cathedral, it being 


the ſee of a biſhop, an old Gothic edifice ; and 


the biſhoy's palace, which has been much 
damaged by a fiege the town ſtood. | 
The agth we went 30 miles to Plockſkow, 
on the banks of e the river, except where 
marſhes prevent; the ſurrounding country is 
a very rich foil, and not having ſuffered from 
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an enemy, ſhewed many figns of good culti- 
vation: champain tracks of open coun- 
try are covered with wheat, which looked very 
well : the ploughs were buſy in preparing 
for barley ; no oats are cultivated here. The 
land ſeemed very well tilled by a couple of 
little horſes and two oxen ; but the 
are of a moſt aukward conſtruction, and the 
peaſants know not how to turn a ſtraight fur- 
row; they go as crooked as can well be ima- 
gined, which is difagreeable to look at, tho', 
I apprehend, not the worſe for the corn. They 
ſow a good deal of hemp and flax in this 
neighbourhood, which they are very well fi- 
tuated for ſending, with their corn, to Dant- 
Zick. Wheat produces two quarters am acre; 
| barley three, and peaſe two and an half. An 
acre of hemp, or of flax, is worth about fifty 
ſhillings. They have large herds of cattle, 


which they feed in ſummer upon the marſhes. 


on the Viſtula; and in winter upon cabbages 
and turneps, which they always boil in the 
German manner before they give them'to the 
cattle : this is not of much conſequence 
where wood is fo plentiful; but in England 
would do only i» the ect 
mines. Bat ie is highly worthy of wi, to 
ſee how it would anſwer to follow this cuſtom; 
becauſe, a 

Vor. III. 8 or 
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or four raw, which I have beard it does, there 
are many ſituations in which it would be very 
adviſeable. We paſſed near a nobleman's man- 
fion, ſurrounded by a double moat full of 
water, and ſome cannon mounted en the: bat- 
tlements : my fellow-traveller told. me, that 

this caſtle had been often beſieged by the op- 
| polite party; but the yobleman driving all bis 
peaſants and cattle immediately in, had yet 
been ſucceſsful in repelling them, which 
ſeems to be the only ſyſtem of life in Poland 
for any perſon to have the leaſt ſecurity ; but 
of late he has had the fortune to any 
ravages, and is remarkable for the i 
and attention with which he cultivates his 
eſtate, and takes a maſt fatherly care of all 
the peaſants on it. This is a very rare inſtance 
in Poland; for they are generally uſed, as Lhave 
often. obſerved, in a maſt ve manner; 
but the good effect of this contrary treamment 
is extremely viſible in the caſe of this noble- 


pared: with many im the kingdom, has by 
means of a regular and conſiſtent, conduct to- 

wards his vaflals, and by a conſtant attention 
to the culture of his land, been ahle to fave 
much money; part of which he has laid out | 
fartifying his caſtle, which has. more than 
ence preſerved his property and „ 


man, who, with only a ſmall eſtate, com- 


fiderable towns, particularly Warſaw, which 
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end the teft is lodged in the bank of Dant- 
The zoth we reached Zadrzin, which is a 
ſtage of mote than forty miles, through a 
vety fine rich countty, part of which is fully 
cultivated. They fow very large quantities of 
wheat and barley, but no rye, or oats, peaſe 
or beans; they fallow their lands for wheat, 
and alfo lay afl ehieir dung in for it, and af- 
terwards take two ſucceflive crops of barley; 
' plooghing thrice for each. Wheat yields fout 
quarters an acre, and bitley three. "They 
alſo ſow ſome hemp and flax, and get as fine 
erops as any in Poland. The country is di- 
vided into four eſtates, and has eſcaped being 
plundered, which is owing, F ſuppoſe, to the 
vicinity of the capital, where there has gene- 
_ rally been a pretty ſtrong garriſon. All this 
country or the Viſtala, and between Dant- 
Ack arid Warfaw, is the beſt ſixuated of any in 
Poland; for the voyage to the former city is 
ſhort, ant there are many populous and con- 


take off large quantities of the products at a 
good market, which is an' advantage of the 
moſt valuable kind. ps; 
Prom Zadrzin is only forty miles to War- 
fw, the road running all the way within fight 
of the Viſtula; in ſome places there are ſxirt- 
WY ing 
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ing marſhes, but in others all through an 
arable country. This we travelled the iſt 
of May, arriving at that city in the afternoon. 

It is the ſeat of government, the capital of the 
kingdom, and the reſidence of the King; yet 
there is nothing ſtriking in it. The ſtreets 
are many of them crooked and ill paved, the 
rr tho 
ſome of them are new ones; there are a few 
which make a tolerable ſhew: theſe are houſes 
belonging to the Poliſh nobles, who make 
Warſaw their winter reſidence. The royal 
is a noble edifice, being, beyond com- 
pariſon, the fineſt building in Poland. The 
| re very ſpacious, and ſome of 
them new fitted up and furniſhed in the Eng- 
liſh manner, being executed by the London 
artiſts, brought from thence at the king's ex- 
pence. The room they call the Hall of Vic- 
tory, from formerly having been a hall, is 
ST js > om with tapeſtry 
fromBruflels; the ceiling, pannels, doce-caſes 
and window frames all neatly executed in 


white carving, gilt: the rooms are very nu- 


merous, and all the offices for a court ex- 


tremely convenient. And here let me ob- 
ſerve, os notwithſtanding the preſent trou- 
bles which diſtraft the kingdom, yet there 
is a magnificence and a brillancy dif- 
a around the King of Poland, which 

ſuits 
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ſuits very ill with the ſtate of his mind, than 


can be more 


quick parts, and has a truly patriotic con- 
cern for the miſeries of his kingdom, which 
he is utterly unable to prevent: the ſtate, in 
which he lives is the regular court, which the 
maintains for all its kings; and it 
is ſo much a piece of ican ifi- 
cence, that the King has not all the offices 
in it in his own power. The court days do 
not exhibit any great circle of Poliſh lords; 
only in oppoſition to the crown, but even in 
open arms againſt it: but the officers who. 
are obliged to attend the nobles of the King's 
party, foreign miniſters, and Ruſſian officers, 
is a Poliſh regiment of guards, of a thouſand 
men,diſciplined in the Pruſſian manner, raifed - 
by the preſent King, and he often reviews 
them; the officers as well as private men are 
Poles, but none of them nobles; they are 


pend abſolutely on the will of the King: this 
is a meaſure which was brought about by de- 
grees, and with great art; it has been of un- 
common conſequence to the King, for by 
means of this body of troops he has been able 

| 8 N to 


collected from all the other claſſes, and de- 
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to move into ſeveral parts of the kingdom, 
without the guard of a Ruffian army, which 
is a moſt uapopular, though a very neceſſary 
mealure at preſent: it is not clearly known 
from what fund the King is able to pay this 
regiment, though his ceconomy and private 
fortune would, in better times, accomplifh itz 
but the pyblic revenue, in the midft of the 
preſent eonfuſions, ſuffers extremely. If he 
is able to augment this corps by degrees, in- 
troducing none but men of low birth, mere 
foldiers of fortune, and abſulutely '1 
on him, it may in time be a means of giving 
him an authority, which 'no other meaſure 
will ever bring about; for Poland will never 
fee times of tolerable order, till her kings 
have abundantly more power than at preſont, 
and nothing but force will ever give them 
that power. 3 * 
| The fortifications at Warſaw are fuſſicĩent 
parties, or ſmall armies, but could nat ftand 


many baſtions, and tolerably lined with ar- 
_ fillery; the ditch is broad and deep, and the 
waters of the Viſtula may be let into it at 
pleafure ; but the extent of theſe fortifiea- 
tions is too great W 

with 


a fiege of any. duration ainſt an army well 
provided; it has two good walk, flanked by 
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with lefs than eight thouſand men. Warſaw 
is populous; its the capital of Poland 
Dre 
but the miſerable ſtate of moſt of the other 
| towns in the kingdom has lately inerenftd it 
very much, ſo that the number of its inhabi · 
tants are now computed to de above cighty 
thouſand. There are at p in Kt many 
Poliſh families, once in but no re- 
duced to live in a very mean way: I am told, 
that ſeveral cities in the Queen of Hungaty s, 
and King of Pruffia's dotninions are ali ful 
of them; Dantzick and Koningſburg, I know 
are. Towhat a ſhocking ſtate is this fine coun- 
try reduced! wholly by the furious zeal of 
Roman-catholick biſhops, who would never 
be fatisfied without the total deſtruction 1 
the Proteſtants and Greeks. * 

Upon our journey from Dantzick we met 
with a ſmall party that attacked us, and 
were more than once in fight of a' band of 

robbers, who would have deſtroyed us, had 
we been leſs This determined me 
in the journey I propoſed making to Breſlaw, 
to wait till I could go in ſome company that 
would be a protection. Fortunately this of- 
fered in a week, by the Dutch e Wen 
ing home by the route of Breſlaw: he had a 
party of Ruſhan ſoldiers for his ptotection, 
S 4 = and 


abs TRAVELS THROUGH. 


and I was informed that I ſhould lay in 
plenty of. proviſions and wine for our journey, 
as we ſhould paſs through a country that was 
nine parts in ten deſtroyed. The 7th of May 
we ſet out; and reached Rava the gth; the 
diſtance about threeſcore miles; the firſt five 
from Warſaw under cultivation, but all the 
reſt ane; continued deſart, and as pitiable a 
fight. as could well be ſeen. This line of 
country was not long ſince well peopled, and 
as well cyltivated as any in Poland; which I 
ſingle cottages, and ſeats, ſome quite deſtroy- 
ed others tumbling down, and many in 
here; all the territory preſented one face of 
deſolation, the fields. over-run with weeds, 
and becoming graſs, without any cattle to 
feed on them. Raya was once a pretty town, 
and wall peopled, but it is now a heap of 
— — there dyes not remain ahove foven- 
teen houſes inhabited, and thoſe by ſome 
miſerable creatures, too old to fly 4 the 
of their town. 

From Rava to Sirad is one hundred miles; 
in which track of coun 


try, though it evidently 


has all been cultivated, we ſaw but three vil, 
| lages 
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of repairs. 1 cannot paint any 
ſrene more dreadful. "Thoſe landloods only 
are tolerably off who fled to Germany at the 
beginning of the troubles, and hve in expec- 
tation of peace, when they may return to their 
eſtates; the property of them is left, and will, 
oma „ enable them to recover 
themſelves : but 1 who, in their de- 
ſence, or to ſave their from fire, 
bought off their enemies, met their fate at 
laſt, and cannot return without the load of 
debts; ſo that new buildings and ſettlements 
will be impracticable to them. I was affured, 
that there are ſome hundreds of eſtates in the 
kingdom at preſent, without any owners 
c 
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Sifo—Brelow— Journey to Berlin—The 
Country—Agriculture—Deſcription of Ber- | 
. lin—Preſent State of the King of Pruffid's 
Forces, Revenues ,&c.—Saxony—Lerpfick— 
| Dreſden—State of the Eleflorate. 8 


Nr could be more ſtriking, 
than the different appearance of Sileſia 


„ 
Poles; the land all cultivated, and much of it 
extremely well; the houſes and 
; „ with all the appearances of caſe 
23 ; which formed ſuch a contraſt 
to the wretchednefs we had o. hy fren, 
that the view had the effe& of making Sileſia 
appear a paradiſe. Much of this muſt cer- 
tainly be occaſioned by the great increaſe of 
ation, from ſuch numbers of Poles, who 
fly to eſcape the miſeries that every where 
deſolate and lay waſte their. own country. 
The King of Pruſſia has officers appointd 
along all his frontiers, to ſee that all theſe 
Poor people are received, and to provide cot- 
* them as faſt as poſſible. In this 

work 


N. We entered it 1 the = 
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work the King is at no expence ; he only 


grants them permiſſion to build cottages 
any 


on 
or commons that are not abſolute 

y ; and his edit directs, that every 
neighbourhood ſhould give all due aſſiſtance 
to the new ſettlers, and find them employ- 
ment in huſbandsy or manufaftures, after the 
rate of the country; and for the maintenance 
of ſuch as do not find employment, he directs 
a tax to be laid on the Grid; but this can- 
not be laſting, as they have 
— — 


s of land 


maintenance 
when brought into culture. Upon the waftes 


belonging to the crown, theſe' portions are 
conſiderable enough to form, when cultivated, 
ſmall farms, that hereafter will yield the 
crown a good rent. I faw many of theſe 
| poor people, and it is hardly credible how 
much they ſeemed to enjoy chernſelves, on 
eſcaping the miſeries of Poland, and finding 
ſuch an humane in the territories 
of the neighbouring princes. Tam informed 
fame manner in Moravia, Auſtria, and Hun- 
gary; many of them are in Tranſivania. All 
the King of Pruffia's long line of frontier, 
from the bottom of Silefia to Livorua, is open 
to them; and great numbers take refuge in 
every part of it. I before gave an account of 


the 


PQ PB EMAN 1 271 
the multitudes to whom the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia gave protection; if all this is conſider- 
ed, it muſt at once be apparent, that the king- 
dom of Poland muſt be amazingly depopu- 
hted, ſince it cannot be doubted but ſeveral 
millions. of people, probably not lefs than 
three or four, are driven out of the country, or 
killed. Such a depopulation will take ſeveral 
ages to recover; and {hl} this evil continues, 
without any appearance of its coming to 
an end; fo that what the event will be, ex- 
cept leaving that county a mere deſart, is 
very difficult to know. 
We travelled thirty miles before we reached 
Breſlaw. All thus line of country is rich ei- 
ther in corn, meadow, or wood; the arable 
lands ſeemed very well cultivated; the wheat 
looked. well, and the quantity of land occu- 
Pied with it ĩs conſiderable : they alſo culti- 
vate rye: the barley was all coming up, and 
ſeemed to promiſee good crops ; they do not 
ſow any oats ; but they cultivate many cab- 
bages as. winter food for their cattle, and they 
reckon them much better, and to laſt longer 
| than turneps: potatoes they plant in large 
quantities for Breſlaw, which city conſumes 
_ a great deal of all the products of the earth; 
a vaſt advantage to all the neighbouring 
cauntry: * 


hogs 
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hogs with. The river Oder is navigable there; 
which is another great beneſit to the country, bs 
always keeping the markets briſk, which, of 
all other circumſtances, is the moſt certain 
means of introducing good huſbandry. The 
eaſe and happineſs of the peaſants in this 
country is the more 1 as their taxes 
are very heavy, and carry as much into the 

King's coffers almoſt, as into their own 
It can be attributed only to the re- 
vularity of his Pruſſian majeſty's government; 
for that monarch looks ſo much into all his 
affairs, that there is no ſuch thing in his do- 
minions as irregular oppreſſion: no miniſter, 
no officer, dares to lay the hand of power on 
the defenceleſs poor; the King is their pro- 
tector, and they had better be heavily taxed 
by him, than pay leſs, but be open with it 
to thoſe numerous and accidental oppreſſions 
cm i» ol oor at 

Breſlaw is a very extenſive and well built 
city: it is moſt advantageouſly fituated on the 
Oder, upon the banks of which are ſome very 
fine ſtreets; they are ſtrait, well paved, and 
with many very well built houſes. There 
are ſeveral ſquares in it, and many public 
buildings, worthy the attention of a traveller; 
among which are ſeveral churches, the Jeſuits 

college, the town-houſe, the arſenal, the 


quay, 
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„Kc. It is a biſhop's ſee, but the cathe- 
quay, & nothing remarkable in it : alſo the 
ſeat of an univerſity, which has for ſome. time 
been in a flouriſhing fituation. It was pretty 
ſtrongly fortified in the laſt war ; has a good 
wall, a double. ditch, ſeveral. baſtions and 
ravelins, and a ſtrong citadel; but the works 
are ſo extenſive, that they require an army to 

defend them. The King keeps a garnſon 
here of ten thouſand men; they are drawn up 
in the great ſquare every day, and go thro' 
their exerciſes, being as well-diſciplined regi- 
ments as any in the King's ſervice. There 


certainly reſults from this ſtrong garriſon, and 
the others throughout Silcfia, which are all 


822 ED 
in, and the numerous garriſons they were fur- 
niſned with: had the Auſtrians methimunpre- 

, they would have at leaſt wreſted Sileſia 
from him, and perhaps have made ſome im- 
preſſion upon his hereditary dominions. There 
are many Churches and convents in the city ; 
but I did not hear of any thing in them that 
was particularly worthy of attention. There 
is a great trade carried on here by means of 
| Vor. HI. 9 the 
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the Oder, and efpecially fince the canal was 
cut between that and the Elbe, which com- 
municates with F The articles | in 
hach this commerce is 
on, are linen id flax, corn, timber, plank, 
FK. all which are ſtaple commodities in Si- 
tefia; and produced in very great plenty. Moft 
of the ſtaves which form ſogrearan 
come from this duchy ; and the 
quantity of oak timber and plank, which is 
exported from it, is very conſidetable. Upon 
all theſe articles the King lays a duty on the 
tion; which is a piece of wrong poli- 


carried 


at 


tics, and of ſo flagrant a nature, that would 3 


make one think his abilities were thoſe of a 


edalittlefincethetroublesbrokeoutinPoland; 


for in times of tranquility in that kingdom, 
this province exports large quantities of goods 
thither, particularly linens, of which the 
Poles buy more than any other nation ; but 
fince-the commencement of the civil war, 
they have been too much impoveriſhed to be 


able to purchaſe any quantity worth men- 
tioning. 


The manufacture of linen in Silefia is very 
conſiderable: it employs many thouſands of 
people, enriches the wholeduchy, and brings 
in a very conſiderable revenue to the King. 

Moſt 
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Moſt of the linens which are bleached at 
Haerlem in Holland, and afterwards are ſo 
well known. ander the name of Dutch, are 
made in Silefia: formerly immenſe quantities 
were conſumed in but ſince the 
great ſucceſs ich has attended the fabricks 
of Iceland ani Scotland, this impolitic impor- 
tation is came to nothing, and thereby vaſt 
ſums ſavell to Great-Britain.——At this 
place I leſſened my expences of travelling 
conſiderably, by paying off all my attendants, 
through the beſt part of Europe with me. 

The 16th I left Breflaw, taking a poſt- 
chaiſe to Steinau, on the Oder: the diſtance 
thirty miles. This line of country is remark- 
ably fine, fully cultivated, and in general well 

peopled. Landed property here is much di- 


eſtate of great extent, around an old caſtle, 
with all the marks of antiquity and grandeur; 
but in general the lands belong to perſons 
_ enriched by trade and manufactures, which 
has had one excellent effect, that of diffuſing 
much more liberty among the peaſants than 
they have in other parts. Upon theſe eftates 
the lands are let in farms, ain England, ad 
the peaſants, not being vaſſals to tenants, are 

＋ 2 hired 


vided :- here and there is found an old baron's 2 
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hired in the manner of our day-labourers, 
which- is the ſyſtem of all others the moſt 
beneficial. A common rent, in their farms, 


are all incloſed by ditches, and they reckon - 

one. They keep all their cattle in winter in 
and ftraw. They lay moſt of the manure 
culture of which plant they ſeem to be very 
the Oder as a manure, and value it ſo much, 
that they go ſeveral miles for it. They 
' plough their land with oxen ; the ſtructure of 
their ploughs is remarkable; they ſeem, from 
the height of the wheels, to be very well in- 
ſtructed in the doctrine of the lever. 

The 127th I reached Grumberg, through 
nen tn- 
ing at Glogau, a pretty town, agreeably ſitu- 
tuated on the Oder, very ftrongly fortified, 
anil always garriſoned withtwothouſand men. 
It was ancicntly the reſidence of the dukes of 
. Glogau, and there are remains of their palace 
in the caitle. The cathedral is a very ancient 


* and 
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and a fine building. They have ſome linen 
fabricks, and a good trade on the Oder. The 
country around it, and quite. to Grumberg, 
is various, conſiſting of woods, arable, mea- 
dow, ſome waſte, and alſo ſome marſh land. 
The villages are not very thick, and the pea- 
ene 
nearer to — 1 what the 3 


through Croſſen to Frankfort on the Oder. 
Croſſen is the capital of a territory of the 
ſame name: ĩt ĩs a very well- built town, hav- 
ing been rebuilt after a great fire, ; which 
happened at the beginning of this century: 
the ſtreets are ſtrait, broad, and well paved: 
It is adorned with an handſome town-hovuſe, 
and ſive churches, one of which makes agood 
figure, being ſituated in the middle of a 
Frankfort is in Brandenburg, and was once 
one of the moſt conſiderable cities in the 
Empire, being 
perial city ; but it has loſt moſt of its privi- 
leges. It is divided into the old and ne- 
town by the Oder, over which there is a 
e inſtead of an old wooden 
one, which was burnt in the laſt war. The 
ſtreets 


TL 


an hanſe town, and an Im- 
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ſtreets are handſome, and many of the houſes 
make a good figure, eſpecially thoſe which 
have been built ſince the laſt war. Their 
trade 1s conſiderable, both with Berlin, Ham- 
burgh, the Baltic, and all Silefia; and before 
the war raged in Poland, with that kingdom 
alfo ; ſo that it is one of the richeſt places in 
the King's dominions. They have an unver- 
ſity, but it is not very well locked with ſtu- 
dents of any confequence, though they have 
two well- built - The town-houſe is 
an handſome building; and the arſenal is 


large and well filled. The moſt agrecable 


part of the town is the great market-place, 
25928. 


The ſoil around Frankfort is ſandy, and 
not very well inhadited : there is much waſte 
land, which might be cultivated to good pro- 
fit, conſidering the near neighbourhood of fo 
many navigations, but encouragement ſeems 
to be wanting, I made many enquiries con- 
cerning the depredations of the Ruffians here; 
and from the information I could get, I have 
reaſon to believe that the accounts we had in 
England were much exaggerated: they burnt 
ſome villages, and raiſed heavy contributions; 
but as to utterly deſtroying a whole track of 


country 


| ——_ for 
I have yet ſeen no ſigns of any of that ruin 
which fell from their hands: this is to be at- 
tributed to the good conduct of the King of 
Pruſſia, who, notwithſtanding the general ſe- 
verity of his government, very wiſely favour- 
ed thoſe parts of his dominions that ſuffered 
moſt by war as ſoon as the peace was 
The 18th carried me 36 miles to Berlin, 
through a continued track of ſand, yet tolera- 

bly cultivated in ſome parts, but much of ita 
find that the only very profitable crop upon 
theſe ſands is buck-wheat, which they ſow in 


when a piece of land has been more carefully 
managed than ordinary, it will yield a good 
crop of rye ; but as to wheat or barley, it is 
hardly to be ſeen. 

As Idegned to make ome ſta at Berlin 
T hired private lodgings ; of which I had as 
good for fifteen ſhillings a week as would 
have coſt me five and thirty at London. But 


this city ĩs not peopled proportionably to its = 
h T 4 ſiae; 
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fize ; hence the general remark, that graſs is 
ſeen in the ſtreets, which is, however, only in 
one neglected quarter of the town ; the other 
parts are very well built; the ſtreets. are re- 


: among the fineſt cities in Europe. 
Of the public edifices, thoſe which are uſually 
viſited by travellers are, the royal palace, the 
arfenal, the churches of Notre Dame, St. 
Nicholas, St. Martin, and the Romiſh chapel, 
the theatre, the equeſtrian ſtatue of Fre- 
derick the Firſt, &c. The palace is a magni- 
- ficent but an unequal building, like all thoſe 
that are raiſed at different times : ſome of the 
apartments are large, and well proportioned ; 
but they by no means anſwered my expecta- 
tions, cither in dimenſions, fitting up, or fur- 
niture. The immenſity of filver, remarked by 
Mr. Hanway when he was here, was all 
melted in the late war, and very little of it is 
reftered. Much of the furniture, for a royal 
alace, is very mean ; but this we are not to 
be ſurprized at, as the King gives his attention 
to ſo much greater objects. Some of the pic- 
tures are fine. The front of the arſenal would 
be very beautiful, but, as the above- men- 
tioned traveller juſtly obſerves, it is profuſely 


loaded 
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loaded with ornaments. I viewed the con- 
tents, and was much entertained with them; 
for, very contrary to what is ſeen in moſt 
other buildings under this name, here are no 
uſeleſs arms, nothing but what is ready for 
immediate ſerviee. The train is a very fine 
one. 'The theatre is in a moſt -grand ſtile, 
admirably contrived to give much magnifi- 
cence to the repreſentation of operas. A very 
few circumſtances excepted, it deſerves to be 
_ conſidered as a model for theſe buildings. 
The Romiſn chapel is a monſter of diſpropor- 
tion, but the portico is elegant. The equeſ- 
trian ſtatue of Frederick the Firſt is a fine 
performance; the horſe is remarkably fine, 
and there is much ſpirit in the attitude of the 
figure. 
© The fortificationsof Berlin are regular; but 
the city is of too great extent to have any 
ting of ſtrength, „ 
army. The number of inhabitants are rec - 
koned at about an hundred thouſand. There 
is always a garriſon of from eight to twelve 
thouſand men in it. Charlottenburgh is a 
ſmall palace within a mile of Berlin; the 
rooms of which are ſmall, but very elegant: 
it contains nothing that appears very ſtriking 
to a traveller ; the ball-room is An 
_ 
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but much exceeded by many others. The 
_ gardens here, as well as at Potſdam, have 
nothing in them but regularity, which is diſ- 
guſting. Sans Souci is adetached apartment 
in a garden; but nothing of this fort that 1 
have ſeen abroad, is comparable toanumberof 
aces we have in England: nor do I think 
any of theſe palaces and boxes, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Berlin are tolerable in taſte: the 
only natural beauty they had was the river, 
and that is moulded into a canal for them : 
they have no verdure; the walks are ſand, 
and the fituations in general flats. 
\ There is a good deal of commerce carried 
on at Berlin, by means of the canals which 
join the Spree and the Oder, and the Oder 
and the Elbe; by which means there is a moſt 
advantageous communication with Ham- 
 burgh, the Baltick, and all Sileſia. This is of 
great conſequence to the manufactures of Ber- 
lin, which are numerous and flouriſhing : they 
have fabricks of filk, ſtuffs, woollen cloths of 
ſeveral forts, and in particular one which 
clothes moit of the army; tapeſtry, laces, 
glaſs, a little hardware, &c. The King gives 
great encouragement to all manufactures, 
which has had a great effect in a place where 
he found many | fabricks fixed by French 


_—_ 
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refugees after the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, whoſe poſterity now carry on the 
principal trade of the city. Berlin ſupplies 
Sileſia with great quantities of theſe goods 
and before the cival war raged in Poland, that 
kingdom took off much. They have a ſmall 
export to the Baltic; formerly to Sweden, but 
that is now no more. 
I was twice or thrice at court, more to ſee 
the King than for any other entertainment. 
I ſaw him about nine years ago, and was 
much ſurprized to find him ſo little altered. 
The immenſity of fatigue, both of body and 
mind, which he went through during the 
laſt war, one would have apprehended, muſt 
have entirely broke him ; but he has, by a 
regular way of life, and great abſtemiouſneſs, 
both then and fince, prevented any ill effects. 
Bodily fatigue may be phyſick, and mental la- 
bour not very deſtructive, but anxiety is the 
deftroyer, againſt which it is very difficult to 
guard: for ſeveral years the King was uncer- 
tain of his fate; victories had little effect, de- 
feats were ruinous, and he could ſcarcely con- 
jecture whether he was to be ſtripped of ſe- 
veral provinces, or even his whole dominions. 
In ſuch a fituation, we may eaſily conceive 
that anxicty muſt commit great ravages on 
him; 
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him; and I muſt own myſelf ſurprized to ſee 
his health continue ſo good. His principal 
amuſement 1s exerciſing his troops; to ſee 
them, 1s one of the moſt entertaining fights 
at Berlin. It is thought that the King him- 
ſelf has not ſo nice an eye as formerly to the 
it up in the higheſt perfection. His army is 
at preſent more numerous, and better pro- 
one hundred and forty thouſand men ; and 
there is not a regiment in his ſervice that is 
not ready for marching :' his whole army, ar- 
tillery, baggage, and all attendants, could be 
in the field upon a week's notice at any time; 
his fortreſſes are all in better order than before 
the laſt war, and ſome places made of great 
* ſtrength upon the frontiers of Sileſia, which 
never before were fortified at all. His trea- 
ſure is reported to be conſiderable, and he 
certainly is not encumbered with debts ; for 
the laſt war, immenſe as it was to him, did 
not make him contract a ſhilling of debt, tho' 
it is certain his antagoniſt, the Queen of Hun- 
gary, anticipated many of her revenues. 
If all things are confidered, it will appear 
very evident, that his power 1s better eſta- 
blithed than ever, and that he has no proſpect 
FT wh. = 
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— kim rob Auſtria will not 
beeager to attack him, after having failed, with 
every poſſible advantage on her fide. If ſhe 
could not vrreſt Sileſia from him, when 
France, Ruſſia, Sweden, and Saxony were in 
alliance with her, and their power ſo actually 
brought to bear upon him, that he fought = 
tles with them all; ſuch a conf . 
not to be looked for in an age; and I it failed — 
in ĩts aim, that aim may be pronounced im- 

practicable. Saxony it cannot be 
will unite again, unleſs it be with Pruſſia; but 
the ſituation of 1t confidered, if it proves an 
enemy, it will be an enemy ſwallowed up as 
in the laſt war, and the country made to con- 
tribute amply to pay the expence of it. 
Ruffia will ſcarcely unite againſt the King, 
with whom ſhe is now in cloſe alliance ; it 
would be extremely contrary to her intereſt. 
France will always be found in full employ- 
ment by England ; ſhe will not quickly ſend 
armies againſt Pruſſia. The King therefore 
has the ſatisfaction of enjoying peace. 
Theſe are the ideas of the Berlin politi- 
cians, who all declare the peace will be laſt- 
ing, from the great jealouſy of Auſtria and 
RKuſſia, cither oppoſing or uniting with each 
my other : 
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looks on in filence, except Ruſſia, who, know- 
ing her own ſtrength, and fearleſs of conſe. 
quences, carries on a malt extenſive war with 
Turkey and in Poland. 
The King's revenues amount at preſent to 
about a million and an half. , a ſum 
which in England appears ſmall ; but if the 
different value of money there, and in Bran- 
denburg, — — and hkewiſc the un- 
common exertions of unequalled 
in any other court, this ſum, I am confident, 
is in the King's hands as good as four mil- 
lions, perhaps as five in England. The land- 
tax throughout his dominyons is regular, and 
equals about nine ſhillings in the pound : the 
crown lands yield a confiderable rent, and 
are as well managed to profit as a private 
gentleman's eſtate. The cuſtoms are but a 
ſmall article ; they are gathered in his ports 
on the Baltick and at Embden. The exciſe 
is general on all the neceffaries of life, and 
ifs to bind cs — Theſe taxes 
are very heavy; but ſuch is the regularity of 
his government, and fo little oppreſſion is 
met with from miniſters andrevenue-officers, 
that the people are beyond compariſon hap- 
pier than in the dominions of Saxony, Au- 


he received from England: the diſcontinu- 
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ſtria, or Bavaria. Much of his ſucceſs in the 
late war was doubtleſs owing to the ſubſidy 


ance of which, and the breaking off all con- 
nections between the two courts, truck hard 
upon him; for it took him out of the hands 
of France, from whom he received a ſubſidy 
of three hundred thouſand pounds a year, and 
left him without an equivalentfrom England. 
country, upon the change of that miniſtry 
which bad condutted the war, made an im- 
preſſion upon him much againſt England, of 
whom he has often expreſſed himſelf with 
ſome -acrimony : what the reſult will be in 
future political arrangements is not cafy to to 
fay ; but if the connection continues between 
Prance and Auſtria, that -between England. 
and Prafha muſt, in the nature of things, be 
renewed; for when one part of Europe throws 
itſelf into an alliance offenſive to the reſt, 
a counter alliance muſt ever be formed, or 
all good ideas of politicks be abſolutely * 


up. 
The it of June I left Berlin, and got to 
Britzen, the diſtance thirty miles : all which 
track of country is very ſandy, though to- 
lerably populous, and ſome of it well cul- 
tivated. 
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tivated. They ſow much buck-wheat, and 
were now ploughing for turneps, which they 
ſow the middle of this month : and I believe 
this root and buck-wheat, with a very little 
rye, to be all the products theſe poor ſands 
yield, and yet they ſeem to be very well ma- 
nured ; for the countrymen houſe their cattle 
in winter, and raiſe bythat means large quan- 
tities of dung, which they mix with a kind 
of ſtiff carth, which they dig from under the 
ſand; a compoſt which I ſhould ſuppoſe muſt 
agree extremely well with fuch dry barren 
foils. 

The 24 I advanced no farther than Wit- 
tenburg, the diſtance only 15 miles. In this 
journey from Brandenburg to Saxony the 
foil changes almoſt immediately for the 
better, and the 
alſo. The foil is a good loam, which yields 
| tolerable crops of wheat; they have alſo bar- 
ley, and I remarked a few pieces of flax. 
Wittenburg was noted before the laſt war 
for its cloth manufactories, and for dying bet- 

ter than at any other place in the electorate; 
the latter buſineſs is yet found here, though 
not near ſo much as formerly; but moſt of 
ts fabricks are removed to Berlin, ſo that the 


place 


population of the country 


vow 
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new ones: this is generally the reaſon why 
the ſeat of war is ib very injurious to a coum 
try; NT III as 
proper for cultivation, belonging to | 
en too pili bb table the LINN" mecuMiey 
for bringing it into culture. If the landlords 
of ſuch a countty would allow every thing 
to be deſtroyed the firſt campaign, they 
would be reduxed, it is true, but then they 
would be free from thoſe enormous debts 
which not only carry their rum ' with them 
to the graves of ſuch as groan under them, 
——_—— 5 
1 - the ſuburbs malen is one of 


| two laft wars ſucceedingeachotherveryquick- 
ty; its trade and 9 * r 
them. 


GERMANY. 291 
our The city itſelf is not an agreeable 
place, fram. the narrownels of the ſtreets, and 
the height, of the houſes, which riſe to eight 
or nine ſtories; but the ſuburbs are much 
more s and better built: they ate alſo 
pleaſant, from the number of areas and gar- 
dens in them, and from the conflux of three 
{mall rivers. They have not many publick 
buildings at Leipfick that much deſerve a 
ſtranger's attention; the beſt among them is 
St. Nicholas church, which is a vety fine 
edifice. The town-boule in ati old but a 
good ſtructure; the ex is another; 
and around the great market place are mn 
houſes of private merchants which make 
an Uncommon figure for buildings vf that 
fort; but there are ſeveral traders in the city 
that bee mote ee eee 'ndd 
before the laſt war there were treble the num- 
der; but the greateſt among them, upon the 
| breaking out of it, removed themſelves and 
their effects to N The univerſty 
is one of the. moſt famous in Germany, and 
much by ſtudents of family and 
fortune; but this als declined much in the 
laſt wat. 

Trade is the foul of Leipfick : confider- 
Jag that in ix.06 inlhnd place, and withder the 
Err N 


U 2 
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neſs of its cortittette'ls very ry ſurptxzing; bit but 
1s wing to its _ 'of Which Hey k- 
6 F. le ones eery yer. To 
them merchants bring or ſd Site =P 


Torts from every part of beate ie 
nufactures of Germany, — 


2 HET 


and purcha It hither fri 
of Germany and "the North. 
> carry off great quantities of 
A Sete p ge mike , Laps of 
ny 'Grts ; fuch as fil, 
cotton and woo eee, fe . 
A e , e. i blk . 
_ fered much from i the laſt Wat; nor Habe 
- they tecovered themſelves to a "fike | 
- their former ſucceſs : indeed, TY hg The 
converſation. with -ſeveral mertfrants Mere, 
"ati they had all « Giftruſt at they were dy 
D baton tory Aaent 
"fans; and while this is the chſt (at which 
we cannot be furprized) it is not to be won- 
dered that commerde and farfüfacturks do 
not thrive. The injury the Whole UeRotate 
5 ſuſtamed 


= 
I's * 


* * 
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ſoſtained laſt war, in the deſtruction of its 
manufgctures and trade, the ruin of its agri- 
| . the decline of its popula, 
was of an exceedingly. great amount, and 
fuch as cannot he recovered without the moſt 
unremitting Htention, and political conduct 
of half a century; before which time it will 


probably ite, in ſorne cauſe or other, a renewal 
of its calamites. If theſe circumſtances are 


5 25 government of 


GER 


En pinning wool; otheridrovethe hors 

and oxen that drew the ploughs: this em- 

loyment of the women is an excellent 
where the men do n 


in con 
jndulge in. idleneſs, which is the caſp in — 


2 -_ 


. They cultivate a great dea of 


countries. 
wheat and barley, and were now ſowing fome 
|;  "—. buck- 


[ 
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buck-wheat ; but it is a grain for which 
their lands are too good, the pooreſt ſandy 
will rival them: they cultivate turneps, cab- 
bages, and alſo cabbages for feeding them. 
| ſelves and their cattle: e 
rous; they feed them not only in their mea- 
dows, Prana of which I faw 
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Mleiſſen · is a little town, : weakly fortified, 
| die with a e 6 the Elbe: it is 
only remarkable (the Dreſden porcelane ex- 
e for > eee over 
that river: the cathedral I had been told was 
a a fine building, with many fine electoral mo- 
numents in it, but I found it worthy of verx 
little obſervation. The manufacture of por= 
ceelane was once more famous here than at 
any other place in Europ but the laſt war 
almoſt ruined it: upon the King of Pruiſia 's 


irruption into Saxony, colt of the workmen 8 


continuing ſo long, and — 

in the hands of the Pruſſians, ſome of the 

people died, and others were loſt; ſore the 

King of Pruſſia ſecured, and ſent them to 
Berlin, where. he attempted to eſtabliſh a 
fimilar manufactory, but he has enecuted no- 
thing comparable to the old Dreſden PIECES. 
Upon the eſtabliſhment of peace the works 
at Meiſſen were reſtored, — 4 a freſh ſet 
of workmen, with ſome old ones, reſumed 
they have made, and ſhall venture to aſſert, 
that the manufacture is loſt; for they are not, 

in the clearneſs of the white, to be compared 
with what they formerly made :' as to zan 

painting, it is any where to be had, and theres | 

| v4 fore 
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A grent loſs to the curious, artd::Idvirs af 


"THe 17th-Frexched Drefiles, which is eniy 


any: it is a hilt and dale; corn, vines; 


© Dreſden, I can eafily conceive, was; befors 

che deftruftion of the ſuburbs, one of the 
fineſd cities in Europe; but the Pruſſians have 

much reduced its beauty, by burning down 
2 Feat patt of the moſt beautiſul. quarters 6f 
mannkr; the baſtions are of ſtone, and there 
is +double ditch, but yet the-firength of it is 
the eld and the new, The bridge 


over that 
iwer, which is built of ſtone, is zeckoned the 
fineſt in Germany; but no perſon who has 


ſeenſ that at Weſtminſter, will thiink theres is. 
eber beauty or magnaficence in it. It is 
bead, arid conſiſts of tenetkerr arches. The 


| ber 6f cundfities carried off. The King, it 
is fuppoſed did not defign to touch any thing, 
eipline, but in ſo. long a war fo full of events, 
ind thowe remarkably ſevere, place of curi- 

tables form a | magnificent building, being 
of the fineſt horſes in Germany, but many of 
the ſtalls are now unoccupied :. indeed the 
revenues of the cheftorate ſuffered to fo great 
a degree in the late war, that Dreſden has 
ever ſince exhibited a very different appear- 
ande; the court is no longer what it was; 


and all thoſe circumſtances which flow fam 
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— mack Ken 
tion of affairs IEEE" experienced 


mented: it was. built for- "the-private uſe of 
| . The chainberaf curiatiierdath yet s great 
many very beautiful models and toys, which 
cannot fail entertaining any traveller; and the 
collection which they call the Kunts-kam- | 
mar, which is chiefly oi natural rarities, is e- 
qual to any. thing that can be ſeen; but as the 
particulars of theſe things have been publiſhed 
by more than one traveller, I ſhall not. well 
theſe pages with a recital-of them. The 


15 gallery: of piſtures.is equal to oſt that are to 


23 in Parma. A 
nue e 
„ rr 

Fe Indian palace, of which ſeveral wri- 
n lang accounts, is, in my opi- 
nion, a very filly affair; and by no means even 
elegant. 2 ſuf- 


fered 
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an verily in the wir; en eh wa 
body was concerned, from the foundation of 
all his being laid in the miſeries of 
the Saxons, and from his being the principal 
plotter and adviſer of that war, which ruined 
| his maſter. The picture gallery is one of the 
fineſt rooms I have any where ſeen. 

From the beſt accounts I could get while 
at Dreſden, the decline in all the affairs of 
conſequence throughout the of 
— — 
uch greater than has been thought by ſome 
. Before the 
war, the revenues of the electorate, by means 


however of very great oppreſſion, amounted 


to a million and an half ſterling; but I was af- 
ſured, that they do not at this day, although 
near ſeven years of peace have intervened, riſe 
to ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, and yet 
the t is burthened withavery heavy 
debt. Saxony, before the war, contained 
near two millions of people ; it has not now 
much above one, In Dreſden were an hun- 
dred and ten thouſand people, but at preſent 
it would be difficult to find half the number; 
ſuch ſtrong marks of decline are not to be 
_ miſtaken, they ſhew the ſeverity 
9 and prove 


clearly, 


of the late 


= mit of nothing: but an exconomy, which has 
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dearly, that if ut had-gontumued mugh, longer, 
a pra been made 
a deſat. 
|. Theprofnt g b ende all hig 
dy a very Sulible and political manner: they 
bad the wretched ate of the.country will ad- 


not been praciſed in this country for à long 
whale > the people ſee and know the public 
tbſizeſs, and. do not repine at the taxes. they 
are forced to pay, as did all when the amount 
was ſquandezxed by Count Bruhl, and the 
King, in-cloaths, toys, and gewgaws. Only 
fifteen thouſand regular txoops. are kept up, 
but they have five or fix thouſand militia re- 
gularly diſciplined. This is certainly 
with prudence; for the whole country is 0 
 Umnpoveriſhed, 2 
revenue to do otherwiſe, it muſt be by the 
ruin of the people. They muſt have time, not 
only to recruit their loſſea, hut alſo their num · 
bers. The foil is in general fertile, and the 
Saxons are induſtrious enpugh to hring it into 
culture, if they have time given them, with · 
— — — 


another War, whach could not fal of being 
 ruinous to the whole eletorate.. Some en- 
—— has been given ro agriculture 


and 
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—— ſinee the peace, particu- 
Eng — 
caſes wherein they would be 
:thenſome : but the eſſential foundation 
tulerable cultivation, :or actiwity in carrying 
on fabricks, is wdnting, which ĩs wealth, ot 
at leaſt eaſy eireumſtances in the undertakers; 
but this cleftofite-the Pruſſianis exhauſted to 
ſogtreat a degree, -that they left ſcarcely any 
-wealth -in it: the lands. are'in therhamds of 
fo reduced that they can ſcarcely 
live; much leſs are · able to carry on improve 


mants iu the manner requiſite at proſerit for 
being eſſectual im teviving huſhandry . in their 
:country:: and when this-is the aſe, ſuch ia 
renovation muſt be left to common 
the inereaſe of the people, and of i da- 
„ agg which, is always. of 

The amazing Gfference ofthe event of the 
wor to Brandenburg and Saxony is ſtriking : 
mme Hertis fo vamed and: exhauſted; 25: to 
——— — 


22 TRAVELS THROUGH 


wounds ſeem to have been but ſkin-deep: - 


certainly his country was not made the ſeat 
.of war, in the manner he made that of the 
Eleftor of Saxony. The contraſt indeed is 
ff that if ever a new war breaks but 
between Pruffia and Auſtria, ' Saxony moſt 
. undoubtedly will not join the latte. 
The 12th I ſet out from Dreſden, and got 
to Leutmeritz, in Bohemia, in two days, 
paſſing through Pirna, and by the famous 
caſtle of Koningſtein. Pirna is a little place 
among the mountains, ANAND © 
ference. The ery to it is diffiule, that. 
: y 1s ſufficient to defend it an 
army. In it is a well above ſixteen hundred 
Mins which ſupplies the garrifon with 
water. In the labyrinth of theſe rocks and 
mountains the King of Pruſſia caught the 
Saxon army and made them priſoners. The 


country is in general very wild and romantic, 
and the views of the Elbe running 3 


| ſouthern ſpots of theſe. mountains, where the 
grapes ripen tolerably, but the wine is not 
Lien who have been duet 
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EUTMERITZ is 2 fall town in Bo- 
| hemia, .fituated on the river Elbe; it 
r 
_ —_— — 
n and ſuffered 
much: part of the miſchiefs done are not yet 
. recovered; for there are ſeveral tracks of land, 
ing to a Bohemian nobleman, who re- 
: fides: at Vienna, which were once arable, 
- but; are now over-run with graſs and weeds, 
and ſtill have not near a ſtock of cat- 
. tle proper for the hand; and ſome yillages 


are of a very poor appearance, with ſeveral 
' houſes almoſt burnt down/that have not yet 


es not ſeem to be managed in an able ma- | 


-S a cm 
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ner, and the peaſants are much worſe treated 
than they are in Saxony. 

The 8th I reached Prague, the capital of 
Bohemia, and one of the largeſt cities in Eu- 
rope. The country which the road 
runs is various; much of it ic ofa fmitfu All, 
and tolerably cultivated in ſome parts, but 
there are in every track many marks of bad 
"huſbandry and ĩnattention, greafly owing, I 
ſuppoſe, to a want of induſtry, and partly tothe 

oppreſſion which the peaſants experience. 
They have ſome tolerable crops df -whegt, 
but L. never aw work barley, or any. com 
more full of eweeds ; and they value it ſo 
little, that on various pirers iof ibackey am 
peaſe I N cattle: feeding, which made me 
.enquire. if they were ſan kith. intention 140 
de eat green ; but that was cot the aſe, it 
is a mere inſtanee of ſtupid negleft. L obleay- 
— ges of flax, bich landed 
very well. The winter: d of their cattle 
is. is principally the cabbage turnep, iand ned 
ceabbage, which they cultü we in large quap- 
- tities. I-faw deveral young- plantations: f 
Un; havens cares 
well. 

22 kd an the: ainer 

— vided inga'two cities by:ahat 
ver. The — 
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much ſuperior to what they were before the 
laſt war; but the city 1s of ſo great an extent 
that it requires an army to defend it. It ſuf- 
fered very much by the fiege it ſtood in the 
beginning of the war againſt the King of Pruſ- 
fia, who cannonaded and bombarded it in fo 
ſevere a manner, that not many buildings 
eſcaped ; whole quarters were beat down, qr 
burnt, and I was ſhewn ſeveral very large 
gardens and young orchards, which be- 
fore that ſiege were entirely covered with 
houſes, and the people are too poor to re- 
build them in a place where there are yet 
more houſes than are oecupied: ſcarcely any 
of the publick buildings eſcaped damage at 

the ſame ſiege. The univerſity is one of the 

moſt famous in Germany, and has a vaſt 
number of ſtudents ; the people at Prague 
talk of five thouſand ; what they might be 

formerly I know not, but at preſent they are 
ſhort of three thouſand. In 1409, when John 
Huſs was rector, it is a fact that there were 

thirty thouſand ſtudents here. The Jeſuits 
college is one of the fineſt buildings in the 
city, but it ſuffered by ſeveral unlucky can- 
non balls, and 1s not thoroughly repaired. 
The bridge, which joins the old and the new] 
town, is fifteen hundred and eighty fect long, 
dy thirty broad, and has ſeventeen arches, and 
Vor III. X 1$ 


they contain many apartments that are 
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is all of ſtone ; it is a ſolid edifice, has no- 


thing of elegance in it; and when a traveller 
hears that it was an hundred and fifty years a 
building, he will ſuppoſe it muſt have been in 
an age extremely poor, or been undertaken 
dy a prince of little ſpirit. The fineſt edifices 
in the world are rarely thoſe which were ſo 
long in raifing. St. Peter's at Rome is an in- 
ſtance againſt me; but St. Paul's at London, 
and the bridge at Weſtminſter, are ftrong 
ones in my favour, and many more might be 
quoted. The royal palace, and the cathedral, 
are very mean buildings, and contain ſcarcely 
any thing worthy of notice. What at Prague 
are much the beſt worth ſeeing, are the pa- 
laces of the nobility ; ſome of which are very 
noble edifices, that would make a great figure 
in the beſt built cities of Italy; ſeveral of 
them are of very great fize, with moſt ſpacious 
apartments, gnd very magnificent furniture. 
Thoſe of the princes Lobcowitz, and Ichar- 
nan, and the counts Gala, Straka, Czaflaw, 
and Manſtein, deſerve particular attention; 


of ſovereign princes, but the number of very 
good pictures is trifling. 

Moſt of the Bohemian nobility, who are a 
numerous body, keep their reſidence in win- 
ter at Prague, and in mer on their eſtates. 
None 
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None of them reſort to Vienna, but ſuch as 
are in office in the court, whach 1s a very un- 
common inſtance. It is their preſence in this 
city that alone ſupports it : for without their 
reſort, and the garriſon, which is generally 
retty numerous, the city would be a deſart, 
Een of both trade and ma- 
_ nufaCtures : the univerſity does ſomething, 
but not much. All the lower clafles here are 
poor ; the burghers are treated by the nobles 
very contemptuouſly, to à degree not com- 
mon elſewhere : if the place was ever ſo well 
fituated for trade, or manufacture, this would 
be a ſure means of damping their progreſs. 
The 16th I left Prague, and went to Nym- | 
burg, a ſmall town twenty five miles diſtant ; 
the country various, but much of it pretty 
tolerably cultivated, rather better than the 


mak to an of Fine. The peaſants 
are treated in a wretched manner ; they bave 


hovels of the worſt ſort to live in, little better 

than thoſe in Weſtphalia, being looſe ſtones 
laid on one another for thewalls, and the cre- 
vices filled with mud, and the covering ſome 
ſtrong poles, with turf ſpread on them, and 
a hole at top in the middle is all the chimney 
that any of them have; adjoining is their 
barn, built of the ſame materials, in which 
they ſtow their little corn, and keep their 
X 2 cattle 
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cattle i in winter; each cottage has a few acres 
of land around it, with a cow or two, and a 
miſerable pair, either of horſes or oxen, for 
ploughing their land. In general, Sunday is 
the only day in the week which they are al- 
lowed for cultivatipg this land, in order to 
raiſe proviſions for ſubſiſting on the whole 
week; but in ſeed- time and harveſt their 
lords indulge them with another. When I 
ſpeak therefore of the huſbandry of the coun- 
try, I do not mean of the peaſants, nor of 
the farmers, for there is ſcarcely any ſuch 
thing, but of the nobility, and other land- 
lords, who all cultivate their own eſtates by 
means of their agents and ſtewards. The 
peaſants in every refpect reſemble nearly thoſe 
of Poland, than whom they are not favoured. 
more. 

At firſt ſight it may appear, that landlords, 
who act upon this ſyſtem, muſt make far more 
of their eſtates than thoſe who lett them 
in the Engliſh manner to farmers, becauſe 


Here the profit of the farmer is conſolidated | 


with that of the landlord ; but, from the re- 
peated obſervations which I have often had 
occaſion of making, I am convinced that the 
caſe is the very contrary. If any eſtate was 
only of ſuch a ſize as to form a good farm it 


would be very true; but eſtates are thus cul- 
* 
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tivated whoſe extent is from twenty to thirty 
thouſand acres of cultivated land, either 
meadow, paſture, arable, ſheep-walk, or 
woods, all in ſome culture or other, and 3 
vaſt track arable. To be forced to cultivate 
ſuch immenſe farms, they are obliged to have 
ſwarms of bailiffs and agents. In every place 
where a farm-houſe ſhould be is a baihif's 
houſe, who manages a certain track of land. 
Thus the landlord is at the monſtrous ex- 
pence of ſtocking his whole eſtate, and run- 
ning all the chances of that ſtock, and at the 
ſame time has to keep as many bailiffs as if 
they were farmers, and who all live out of the 
land before he has his clear profit, as much 
as if they were farmers ; with this great diſ- 
tinction, that being merely ſervants they 
have little intereſt in the ſucceſs of their huſ- 
bandry, and conſequently the maſter ſuffers 
all the uſual inconveniences of ſuch a ſitua- 
tion: his agents of all forts coſt him as much 
as farmers would make for themſelves, ſap- 
poſing them honeſt ; and if they turn out 
otherwiſe, a great deal more. Thus he gets 
none of the farmers profit, at the ſame time 
that he loſes the intereſt of all the money 
employed in ſtocking, and bears the chances to 
which that ſtock is liable. From which ſtate 
of the affair I think it is very evident, how 
X 3 much 
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much more beneficial it is to lett out an eſtate 
to farmers, for them to find the ſtock, cul- 
tivate the land, and employ the peaſants, not 
only in mere profit of the year, but with a 
view to future improvements, which muſt 
always be conducted with far more effect by 
the people who work for their own intereſt, 
than by others who do it for a maſter; and a 
maſter perhaps who is always abſent, or, if 
preſent, who underſtands nothingof the mat- 
ter. What great improvements have been 
made in England by tenants, who enjoy the 
benefit during their leaſe, and then pay a freſh 
rent to their landlords on 4 thoſe 
very improvements In population alſo the 
prince would reap a very great benefit; for 
when men are working for themſelves, their 
Induſtry will be very different from that of 
ſervants; and in proportion to the general in- 
duſtry, muſt population be: the peaſants 
would likewiſe meet with leſs oppreſſion, and 
conſequently increaſe more. 
They ſow a good deal of wheat in this line 
of country, but their principal crop is barley. 
J obſerved many plantations of hops in the 
warm vales, where the ſoil is rich and deep: 
it is a common culture in moſt parts of Bohe- 
mia, I am told; and when the ſpot choſen 
fora hop- garden is able, they find it more 


profitabl y 
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profitably applied than for any other crop. 
Beer is a very great article of trade throughout 
the kingdom, much being exported to all the 


ſurrounding countries; this makes barley and 
hops particularly advantageous. Saffron is 
another crop, which I ſaw now and then: they 
prefer a light, dry loam on a ſtratum of rock 
for it ; they think it very profitable; an acre 
of good ſaffron is worth about three pounds 
here. Turneps and cabbages they have in 
large quantities for the winter ſupport of 
their cattle : they prefer the latter in general: 
1 faw many crops ſomewhat advanced in 
growth, but they do not ſeem to be attentive 
to keeping them free from weeds. 
The 17th I reached Leutmyſſel, at the diſ- 
tance of forty-five miles, paſſing through two 
or three pretty towns upon the banks of the 
Elbe. Thus country 1s more beautiful than 
the preceding, and of a richer ſoil; in ſome 
parts there are hills, but not fo great as to be 
unprofitable land, while the vales form ſome 
very ich arable and meadow land; moſt of 
which is pretty well cultivated, under wheat, 
barley, and beans, which are much fown 
here: wheat yields from two, to two and an 
half quarter per acre; barley ſomething mare; 
beans four quarters; th 


ey chooſe for theſe 
ren wet ſoils. They feed on their mea- 


X 4 e dows 
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dows large herds of cows and oxen, and keep 
many ſheep, but do not manufacture the 
wool ; moſt of it is fold to Sileſia and Saxony, 
both of which are much more induſtrious 
countries: They work up however ſome of 
their own flax into the ſame fort of linens as 
are made in Sileſia, which is an employment 
of the poor people in many of the little 
_ towns in this kingdom; their earnings at this 
work are very ſmall; a weaver in Silefia will 
earn about three and fixpence a week, but 
in Bohemia not more than half a crown; but 
proviſions of all forts are very cheap in both 
theſe countries. I ſaw two or three country 
ſeats belonging to noblemen ; they are all 
built 1n the caſtle form, with a moat round, 
and ſeem to be extremely ſpacious : a noble- 
man of great fortune in this country has ſel- 
dom leſs than two or three hundred ſervants 
about him, when at his caſtle in the country ; 
and he is an abſolute monarch upon his eſtate, 
with power over every thing but life and 
death, and the royal revenue officers. This 


kind of dominion over all the lower claſſes 
flatters the vanity and pride of the great, more 
than theamount of theadvantages they would 
gain by the peaſants being free : it is like the 
contraſt of abſolute — to the limited 
power poſſeſſed by ſome kings; the latter 

makes 
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makes their people happy and rich, and might 
have the ſame effect upon themſelves, qut 
they are all hunting after the former. 

The 18th I got to Olmutz, the capital of 
Moravia, the diſtance forty miles, croſſing the 
mountains which ſeparate the two countrics; 
theſe are not very lofty, nor craggy, but they 
fill a track of country of ſeveral miles broad; 
they exhibit a wild territory, but little of 
which is cultivated : the peaſants that in- 
habit thefe hills are a rough intractable ſet 
of men, that will not ſubmit to the oppreſ- 
fions under which their brethren of the plains 
groan; they have been often in rebellion, not 
againſt the ſovereign, but the lords to whom 
they are vaſſals; they are, in many reſpects, 
treated much better, and their houſes and 
little farms make a much better appearance ; 


they have more and better cattle; ſome of 


them are in poſſeſſion of ſmall pieces of land 
which they have purchaſed, and all are ex- 
„ kind of property; 

they do not work for their maſters more than 
three days in a week. It is always to be re- 
marked, that the gradations of freedom are 
ever to be found in mountainous countries; in 
general ſuch are free; but even under abſo- 
lute monarchs they enjoy more liberty, than 
the ſubjects of the ſame prings who inhabit 


plain 
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plain countries. To live in hilly countries 
requires moreaCtivity and vigour of body; the 
very moving from one place to another is la- 


borious ; the cold and bluſtering climates 


found in them contribute to bracing up the 
human body, and to make it hardy. It hath 
the ſame effect as is ſeen in cold climates, 
compared with hot ones, in whatever parts 
of the world they may be found. After the 
mountains are paſſed that ſeparate the two 
countries, I went through a great extent of 
foreſt and marſh land, very little of which 

3s cultivated ; and not much of it would pay 

for culture, unleſs the — general was 
_ richer than it is. 

Olmutz is a ſmall but very well built city, 
prettily ſituated on the little river Moravia. 
It is a ſtrong place both by nature and art; 
ſo that the King of Pruſſia, when he made the 
famous irruption into Moravia, and laid fiege 
to it, did not ſeem to have had good intelli- 
gence of the ſtate of the town, or the garriſon. 
The ſtreets are regular and well paved, and 
there are many good houſes in it ; the only 
public buildings of any note are the Jeſuits 
college, the biſhop's palace, and the town- 
houſe; the market place is ſurroundedby ſeveral 
well built houſes. It is an agreeable town, 
and the inhabitants ſeem to be a very ſociable 


people, 
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people, with more activity and induſtry than 
3s to be found among the Bohemians. Pro- 
viſions are very cheap here: I lived at the 
Empreſfs's Arms inn two days upon ex- 
ceeding good fiſh and fowl, and good Hunga- 
rian wine; and when I paid my reckoning, 1 
found that fix ſhillings went to the full as far 
2 axkace in Bagels. Beef 1s only three 
half pence a pound; mutton is ſometimes ſold 
at © penny; and a fat turkey is to be bought 
for fourteen 
The 21ſt 1 left Olmutz, and proceeded to 


Brinn, the diſtance thirty miles, through 
a much more fertile country than north of 
Olmutz; it is better and much 
more of 1t cultivated: they do not ſow much 
wheat here, but a great deal of rye, barley, 
peaſe, and beans and the crops in general 
carried a good appearance: they keep great 
herds of cattle, feeding them in winter on 
cabbages, turneps, and ftraw ; all the latter, 

which they give-to their cattle, they cut al- 
moſt as ſmall as chaff, with an engine made 
on purpoſe, verydifferent fromthe chaff-cut- 
ter uſed in England. They chop the turneps 
or cabbages into ſmall pieces, and give them 

with chopt ſtraw, and find that hoy go much 
the farther, and nouriſh the catt!e much bet- 
ter. I never heard of any thing of this fort 


being 
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being practiſed in England; yet I ſhould ap- 
prehend that it could not fail of 
extremely; ĩt is certainly much worth the 
trial. They have vaſt herds of ſwine, which 
find their own ſubſiſtance in woods, and 
ſwampy grounds, for moſt part of the year. 
They fatten them on beans, peaſe, and po- 
tatoes, which they cultivate on purpoſe; ſend+ 
ing great quantities of bacon to Vienna, &c. 
Brinn is well fituated on the confluence of 
two rivers, and is reckoned the ſtrongeſt place 
in Moravia ; it has a caſtle that is very ſtrong; 
the Auſtrians have uſually a good garriſon 
here ; ſeveral new fortifications have been ad- 


died, both to this place and to Olmutz, ſince 


the laſt war, which I ſuppoſe were occaſioned 
by the King of Prufſia's bold march into this 
country, which alarmed them exceſſively at 
Vienna. There are about fix thouſand inha- 
bitants in Brinn ; the ſtreets are narrow and 
crooked, but many of the houſes very well 
built, and ſome of the public edifices make 
a tolerable appearance, particularly the Jeſuits 
college, and the churches of St. James and 
St. Thomas. 

The 22d Lene Lake. a little town 
thirty miles from Brinn; the country between 
them is better than the preceding ; has leſs 
waſte land, fewer foreſts and marſhes; and 

| the 
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the arable land beyond compariſon better cul- 
tivated : this is in a great meaſure owing to 
the attention given to huſbandry improve- 
ments by the court of Vienna. They were 
at the expence ſome years ago of bringing ſe- 
_ veral Flemiſh farmers from the country be- 
tween Oftend and Bruges; three of them were 
ſettled in this country, being ſupplied with all 
forts of implements, cattle, houſes, land, 
&c. by the Empreſs Queen, and fixed upon 
fome waſte but very fertile lands belonging 
to the crown. They have had a large ſucceſ- 
fion of Moravian peaſants regularly work- 
ing under them, in order to be inſtructed in 
the Flemiſh huſbandry ; who being diſcharged 
when freſh ones are taken have much ſpread 
ſeveral excellent cuſtoms, and will in all pro- 


bability much improve the agriculture of the 


= 1 


part of the province. The effect has 
already been very conſiderable; for though 
theſe Flemings do not oceupy a thouſand 
acres of land in all, yet their methods already 


fpread over a country near fifteen miles long; . 


all the huſbandry of which is by their means 


much improved. They have introduced clo- 
ver here, which turns out one of the moſt 
beneficial crops that can be ſown ; they have 
alſo made this culture of clover a preparation 
for wheat, ſo that they have almoſt entirely 


baniſhed 
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baniſhed the cuſtom of fallowing for wheat, 
which was the common method in Moravia. 
Spurry they alſo brought with them, with 
which they fed cows. To them likewiſe the 
Moravians are indebted for a much more fy- 
ſtematic management of manure than what 
they formerly followed: They form compoſts 
of dung, rotten vegetables, vaſt quantities of 
leaves, ſwept up on purpoſe in the open 
foreſts, turf, aſhes, andother materials, which 
they mix together ſeveral times, and ſpread 
upon their clover fields, andon their 
grounds. They have alſo made them abun- 
dantly more attentive in keeping all their 
crops clear from weeds, and in 
by hoeing and weeding ; all the I 
Sin diſtrict, which has been profited 
thus from the example of the Flemings, were 
in very fine order, both in reſpect to pul- 
verized ſoil, and a clearneſs from weeds. 

I faw the caſtle of baron Skulitz, who had 
been extremely attentive in ſpreading this 
good Flemiſh h He reſides con- 
ſtantly on his eſtate, and makes agriculture 
not only his bufineſs but alſo his amuſement. 
Immediately on their exhibiting a culture ſu- 
jor to the old management of the Mora- 
vians, he followed it with ſo much intelli- 
— and ſpirit, that he has advanced the va- 


lue 


good order, ; 
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lue of his eſtate conſiderably: he entered 
preſently into all their views, and introduced 
the beſt huſbandry of the Auſtrian provinces 
upon his own lands. Falling into diſcourſe 
on the road with one of his bailiffs, he point- 
ed out to me ſeveral large tracks of land, 
which not long ago were entirely waſte, but 
are now by this worthy nobleman's atten- 
tion better cultivated than moſt of the pro- 
vince. He has introduced various new branches 
of huſbandry, which anſwer better than com 
mon crops; among theſe, hops and ſaffron 
he brought from Bohemia; madder from 
Sileſia; and he raiſes both hemp and flax in 
large quantities: all theſe crops he is re- 
markably attentive to, and gives them ſuch 
uncommon fair play, that his firſt trials, con- 
trary to what is generally met with, turned 
out greatly ſucceſsful ; from whence he has 
been induced to continue them ever fince, 
and greatly to enlarge all his plantations of 
them ; by which, and various other means, 
he has improved his revenues in a ſurpriſing 
The owners of extenſive landed eftates, in 
poor countries, have all ſuch an opportunity 
of 1 their income, that it is very 
amazing they donotoftener take advantage of 
. like the nobleman here mentioned, 


they 
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they would reſide upon their eſtates, inſtead 
of ſpending all their time in the capital, 


which cannot fail of impoveriſhing them, and 
bringing them into the moſt ſlaviſn depen- 
dence upon the will of the court: if they 
would act thus, they would find money flo p- 
into their coffers in a far greater abundance 
than they can ever hope to receive from the 
ſmiles of miniſters, at the ſame time that 
they would reſide where a ſhilling goes as far 
the profuſion of a capital, the 
greateſt eſtates are ſpent without making any 
unuſual figure ; but in the country, 
income would enable them to build and fur - 
niſh coſtly palaces, and raiſe whole cities 
around them to be witneſſes of their ſplendor. 
I have, in the courſe of my travels, met 
with ſeveral inſtances which ſhew, in the 
cleareſt light, the enjoymen 


t and undoubted 

happineſs which this kind of life confers, 
even uponnoblemen, whoſe rank and revenue 
would allow them all the amuſements of any 
metropolis. It is a moſt happy thing to any 
country, when a gives all the en- 
couragement in his power to promote this 
rural attention in nobles, which cannot fail 
| of 
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of turning out highly beneficial to the whole 
community. | 

The 23d I got to Vienna, which is five- 
and-twenty — from Laba; through a 
country that is very unequal, part of it being 
very rich, and well cultivated, and 
much of it hilly, wild, and to appearance 
barren. In the cultivated tracks are many 
noblemen's ſeats; and the huſbandry around 
them is viſibly much better than elſewhere, 
„ 
as it were, into a ſtring around them. They 
plant great quantities of ſaffron, which they 
reckon the moſt profitable crop they have : 
they have alſo plenty of good crops of wheat 
and barley; and their extenſive meadows and 
paſtures feed large herds of cattle, which, 
from the neighbourhood of Vienna, turn to 
very good account. I faw ſeveral crops of 
the turnep for cattle. But huſbandry 
ſuffers much in all this country, and indeed 
through moſt parts of Germany, for want of 
ineloſures: they might eaſily make them, 
and at a ſmall expence, but ape Go wee 


— entirely, which muſt be for want of fully un 


derſtanding the advantages of them: add, 
labour is of fo little value, that every fort of 
cattle has always a _—_ with them, oy 

Vor. Il. 
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| the herd is ever fo ſmall, yet corn and faffron 
often ſuffer. 

Vienna is fituated on the ſouth fide of the 
Danube, but has not the advantage of that 


great river running through it; for it ſtands 


on a ſmall branch of it, there being ſeveral E 2 


| Mlands formed here, by the river dividing it- 
ſelf. If the ſuburbs are included, it is a very 
large city, but within the walls and fortifica- 
tions it is only three miles in circumference. 
It is regularly forfified, but has fo few out- 
works as to be a place of ſmall ſtrength, and 
only defended by a ſmall army. At the fiege 
in 1683 the Turks ſhewed themſelves to 
be extremely ignorant in the art of condu&- 
ing ſuch an enterprize ; and their engineers 
were miſerable ones, elfe they might have 
taken the city ſome time before the King of 
Poland raiſed the ſiege; and had that event 
happened, V 
r 
Vienna within the walls makes a moſt ine- 
3 from the narrownels of the 
Areects. I am one who would not give fix- 
pence for a fine building, if there is not a 
ſufficient area to view it from. The Engliſn 
boaſt of the church of St. Paul's at London, 
and will ſometimes affert it equal to St. Peter's 
at Rome; but if it were doubly finer, I ſhould 


prefer 
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prefer St. Peter's from the opportunity one has 
of viewing ie; and the area around a great 
building ought to be fo much efteemed a 
part of it as to be criticiſed with it; and the 
archite&t's abilities called in queſtion for faults 
in it, as much as if he blundered in the pro- 
portion of the eupola. Thus in Vienna there 
are many palices (of which I had read and 
heard much) in ſtreets as narrow as old Briſ- 
tol; and at the ſame time all the houſes are 
five, fix, ſeven, and ſome of them eight ſto- 
ries high; and it is faid they have almoſt as 
many ſtories of cellars under ground as of 
| floors above. Formerly all the windows were 
ſereet to the upper floor, and vaſt numbers of 
| houſes are ſo now; but I fee it is leſt off in 
the principal palaces. 

The invyerial palace is a Arafture thet will 
anfwer to none that ſees it; it conſiſts of ſe- 
veral-courts, furrounded with irregular build- 
ings; though, notwithſtanding ſome late ad- 
ditions, it makes but a very mean appearance; 
their apartments are neither ſpacious, nor fun- 
niſhed in a manner one would expect, for a 
famed as one of the moſt expenſive. 


court 
in Europe. The library is ſuppoſed to rank 
3 in Europe; the number of 

Y 2 . 
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volumes are not leſs than ninety thouſand ; 
e 


be extremely valuable. I was ſhewn ſeveral 
great curioſities, but upon theſe occaſions 
there never is time allowed for any uſeful ex- 
amination; and if they were, it would ſignify 
little to the unlearned in the oriental tongues, 
in which the moſt valuable — Wn 
written. 

Many of the palaces of the nobility are 
moſt magnificent ſtructures; that of the great 
Eugene, with his famous library and collec- 
' tions, 1 had moſt pleaſure in viewing: the 
Mlansfield palace, and that of Count Daun, 
are alſo great editices, with ſeveral others, in 


which the painting, gilding, carving, and 
furniture, are as rich as 


The univerſity of Vienna is very famous in 
Germany and Hungary; the number of ſtu- 
dents. is conſiderable, and they have good ac 
computations. — and many 
valuable. 
There is not much worth ſeeing in the 
churches of Vienna; the cathedral is the prin- 
_ cipal, and it is a large building; but nothing is 
uncommon in it but the heighth of its ſpire, 
which, fince Straſburg is become French, is 
the higheſt in the empire. The Jeſuits 

| church is a fine building; and the convents of 


Carmelites, 
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Curmelites, Franciſcans, Benedictines, and 
Auſtin Friars, are viſited by thoſe who take 
ay lighe in viewing thefs Bet of bulblagys 
for my part, I have an averſion at ſeeing ſuch 
uſeful edifices filled with tribes of pernicious 
orders of lazy prieſts, who do nothing to gain 
their livelihood, 8 u the 

of body t is amazing 
F 
that every monk in their dominions might be 
A oldier, without the country ſuffering a 
whit the mote : and in many caſes the fol- 
dier would pay well for his maintenance; but 
2 he is ſubſiſted in the moſt 
unuſeful of all ſpecies of idleneſs. But there 
A piety of 
Vienna beſides her monks and nuns; in one 
of the ſquares is a very large and coſtly ſta- 
tue of the Trinity, repreſenting the Deity 


claſping Chriſt in his arms, and the Holy 
Ghoſt hovering 


over them. This was erected 


the Emperor Leopold, inſtead of an equeſ- 
* which, in other cities, would 


famous of folly all the Roman Catho- 
lics — paſs. Religious prejudices 
ſhould certainly be laid aſide by all travellers; 
but is ir poſſible for a man of ſenſe not to re- 
joice, that education has not enſlaved him to 
1 a 


have been erected to the ſovereign. To this 
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an'obſervance of, or veneration for fath mum 
mery? In many inflances, religion makes Ka- 


man Catholic evuntries 2 dilagroe- 
able. 


Tae Sek letters Lan 
tion to Vienna, to perſons from v hoſe con» 
verſation I expected ſome valuable informa» 
tion, concerning the general tate of all the 
Auſtrian dominions at preſent, nun 


ry 
e 
this fort, but at the ſame time retiders a ro. 
 fidence in any but a public character very dif 
agreeable at Vienna. But after all my letters 

had failed, that is, introduced- me only to 
who thought that I had no buſineſs 
any thing but eating, drinking, going 
ro court, and playing at cards, ' a life by no 
means agreeable to me; after this, I fell acc 
| dentally into company with a field-officer in 


. their ſervice, a native of Milan: this geatle- 


man was extremely communicative; very fen- 
fible, Abe ene ee 
the dominions of the Empreſs Queen. He 
gave me a very rational and candid account 
of things, a5 appeared by his manner, 2 
2 
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the confirmations 1 had afterwards from 
ſeveral perſons in other parts of Europe. To 
apriculture this gentleman had not at all at- 
tended; he could give me no more account 
of its general ſtate in the countries he had been 
in, than with that of the moon. I found 
from him, however, that the manufactures 
which have lately been eſtabliſhed in Hun- 
gary flouriſh very much; the Empreſs Queen 
and her miniſters have leng been eagerito 
cloath her troops with her ſubjects manufac- 
tures, inſtead-of felling all their wool unima- 
nufactured. Hungary, as well as Auſtria, 


Bohemia, and Moravia, feed many ſheep, 


eſpecially Hungary, a great part of which is 
a continued and fertile ſheep-walk. Great 
number of | Hungarians have been ſet to 
work upon this wool; and weavers, ſpin- 
ners, reelers, &c. brought from Flanders, 
to teach the natives to work it; and many of 

them have proved very docile in learning: fo 
chat at preſent,” woollen goods are mate to 
the amount of near an hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, which 1s a very great thing in 
Hungary; where; bef ſe exertions, were 
no manufactures at all. They are eſtabliſhed 
in moſt of the populous towns of that king- 
dom; and if they-are brought to employ the 
Poor people in them, who have no other em- 
Y 4 plwKẽoyment, 


ployment will be 3 immenſe qui, 
the export of yery great 4 
= trade, N 
As to ra. ** = 
Auſtrian dominions l apr nk 
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1. ſuch interruptions during — 
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millions; though there 
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vinees be to the houſe of Auſtria; but 
im order to that, great changes ſhould be made 
n the conſtitutions of the cities ; nauyfac- 
tures ſhould receive encou t, and com- 
merce be re-eſtabliſhed ĩn the ports; all which 
might be eaſily done, and the revenues of the 
ſovereign become woriderfully improved; 
whiereas, at prefent- they'-yield no more 
than might be expected if they were ſituated 
no better than Auſtria, or Moravia, inſtead 
of being the fineſt ſpot in: Europe in every - 
reſpect, and inhabited by a:people-naturally 
as induſtrious as any in the world. Flanders, 
ge n e matters . naviga- 
tion to Antwerphas wanteda port; but Oſtend, 
for an hundred thouſand. pounds, might be 
r 


merchantmen. 
The many nn 


ditarydominions,in agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, were they put in execution, 
would at the ſame time much improve the re- 
venue, and in a manner: free the country of 
thoſe evils which uſually ſſow from increaſ- 
ing the public income of a crown. But 
there is a dilatorineſs and a languor in every 
thing tranſacted at this court, even in its own 
moſt intricate concerns, that damp the — 

| O 


of al improvement; fo that any objeRt ofthis 
fort, upon a moderate computation, will be 
talked of half a century before it is exechited: 
this was the caſe with the eſtabliſhment of 
thewoollen manufacture in Hungary, and with 
every den oi: Ss I 
Auſtrian revetues, however they would admit 
af it, will for a loug time be put upon a better 
Kring than they are, or have apy. other im- 
provements than what reſults from op 
the lower claſſes of the people ſtill more; than 
which, no meaſure can give a greater ſtab to 
all general natavnal improvements. Was the 
King of Pruſſia poſſeſſed of the Auſtrian do- 
minions in for his own, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee them make 2 very different appear» 

ance; he would raiſe much greater revenues, 
with far greater eaſe to the people; and would 
throw ſuch a vigour into all the tranſactions, 
which the poſſeſſion of Flanders and the Ita- 
lian dominions would introduce him to, that 
the i of them would ſpeedily appear 
in a very different light from what they do 
at preſent. 4 

The great object of attention at Vienna is 
the army ; this is fo far re prehenfible in poli- 
ties, as it encreaſes the neceſſity of laying a 
foundation previous to every ſuperſtructure: it 
is the revenue that pays and ſupportsthearmy, 
and 
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and all increaſe of the latter muſt depei 


on 
a foregoing increaſe of the former: to raiſe 


a great revenue is much more effential than 
to raiſe a great army; but the ſoldiers have a 
peculiar faculty of ſwallowing up a revenue, 
they have none at creating it. That prince, 
therefore, who would be truly formidable, 
mould attend to the proſperity of his income, 


| Cn CO ON 


Troops. 

"The following are the of the 
EE Can 
 Tinſert themon the fame authority as the a- 


| 4 
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The whole army, whatever thetotal may be, 
is certainly * als the regiments 
——— | 
ly delivered; their arms much better than 
ever; the artillery very numerous; and no 


in them. S 
compleated, they are employed in repairing 
all the fortifications in Moravia, 
Auſtria, Hungary, and Tranſilvania; new 
ones are in ſome places erecting, and many 
old ones greatly improved ; this is a work of 
immenſe 


breaking out of the laſt war. I before re- 
marked, that the caſe was the ſame with the 
King of Pruſſia. "Theſe potentates are cer- 
tainly jealous of each other, but, I believe, 
in no reſpect that threatens a freſh war; bujt 


the ſtate of affairs in other parts makes it 


neceflary for them to be ſtrongly armed. 
The aſpect of affairs in Pruſſia and Poland 
fills the houſe of Auſtria with uneaſineſs; 
and although Pruſſia eſpouſes in her _ 
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feftos the fame cauſe in Poliſh affairs as 
the Ruſſian Empreſs, ſtill it can only be be- 
him to break with. Moſt certainly the in- 
creaſe of the formidableneſs of Ruffia onght, 
in d politics, r 
Sd ic ak of a e C 
muſt be very uncertain; Anterior nll 
ſhe declares, her weight will probably fall 
too heavy to be reſiſted. The opportunity of 
ihe war between the Rullate an] Thirks fas 
generally been taken by the Auſtrians for at- 
tacking the Porte: fuch a meafure now would 
infure the reſtoration of Belgrade and Servia, 
and perhaps yet advantages; but 
not making uſe of it may be owing to two 
reaſons : firſt, in return for the Turks not 
playing the fame game when the 
Queen was at war with Pruſſia; and ſecondly, 
becauſe ſuch a conduct would give greater ad- 


vantages to the arms of Ruſſia than the houſe 
| of Auſtria wiſhes to be. | 


CHAP. 


of that empire 1s too great for 
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Tourney f om Vienna through Auftrio—Deferig- 


tion of tha — 
: 1 and Furcet. 


Ir i po Pas han moins 
velled forty miles to St. Poltu, through a 
very various country. Near Vienna it is very 
pry abe beben ic vill , which 


extenſive gardens and planted groves 
about them, but all in a miſerable taſte. I 


| ſtopped toviewone pretty near the road, which 


before the houſe will give a tolerable idea of 
the taſte moſt prevalent here in ornamenting 
their country feats. A canal with a ſmall 


over it in the center parted the area 

before the houſe from the road : from the 

bridge to the houſe door was about an hundred 
yards; a broad ſtone-wayled from one to theo- 

ther; on each fide, ranged in exact order, was 

a ſtatue, an urn, and a croſs int bly; _ 

theſe were on a flip of grafs: on the other - 


ſide two canals nicel y laidout, like the former, 
by rule, ww corner of the three a 
ſtatue. The ground on each fide was formed 
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into a graſs-plat, ſurrounded by a parterre of 
flowers, and in the center of each plat a ſmall 
proach to a rural villa, all unſeen may be very 
exactly gueſſed; and it evidently appears that 
the Auſtrians are at leaſt one hundred years be- 
hind us in the art of * It isthe faine 
with the French, and all the other nations of 
Europe. In fome gardens I was ſhewn when 
in Italy, before I was told that they were ex- 
ecuted in imitation of nature, upon the plan 
of my countryman Brown, whoſe fame had 
reached there; and it is not eaſy to be con- 
ceived how menen cn thang was; the 
amidſt a great deal of it, were eſteemed exer- 
tions in the art of 1 nature. A more 
ridiculous jurnble was never ſeen; much worſe 
than thoſe made purely artificial. 
' Ornamenting a piece of ground in the 
manner of our great gardener, and in the 
taſte yet 8 in which ſome private 
gentlemen in England have laid out their 
grounds, is an art that requires genius, and 
| more attention than will ever be 
it in countries where they reſide ten 
months out of the waere in the capital, 
and very many the other two alſo; where 
this is the caſe the expence will not be ſpared, 
for what is wanting in every thing that re- 
lates 


to 
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lates to the country; no article about a noble- 
man while he reſides in the country in Eng- 
land, but what infinitely exceeds that of 
any foreign nobleman of equal fortune. Their 
wealth isall expended upon theirtown houſes 
and their town reſidence; 1t is not therefore 
to be wondered at any more, that the Enghſh 
have not ſuch fine palaces in London, or that 
the French and Italians have not ſuch fine 
country ſeats, 

Theſe forty miles do not exhibit an agri- 
culture that is very flouriſhing, yet the coun- 
try is not much in want of people, for the 
towns and villages are thick. The foil is in 
general very good, but they do not ſeem to 
have any ideas of cultivating it with neatneſs: 
wild ſhrubbery grounds are ſuffered to break 
into the corn, in ragged borders, and ſmall 
waſte ſpots, where the plough, upon account 
of ſome hillock, or hole, does not go, are 
left covered with weeds, to blow all over their 
fallows : they have no idea of cleaning ſuch 
ſpots by wayof prevention, and ſuch numbers 
of them as I ſaw in this day's journey would 
not be met with in half an Engliſh county. 
They ſow large quantities of ſaffron, which 
they reckon a profitable culture, an acre yield- 
ing a produce of about three pounds, if the 
crop is good. There are many vineyards, 
Vol. III. 1 but 
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but the wine ſells fo badly, that they aſſured 
me, corn and ſaffron were in general much 
better and more profitable ; and they do not 
confine their vines to tracks improper for 
ploughing. 

Wheat, barley, rye, peaſe, and beans, are 
commonly cultivated, but no oats; the crops 
are but middling. Turneps, turnep cabbages, 
cabbages, and * are cultivated in large 
quantities; the former for cattle, and the po- 
tatoes for fattening hogs, for which they boil 
them. They have large herds of fwine, which 
ſeed all fummer long in the woods, many of 
which are extenſive. Horned cattle are alſo 
very plentiful here ; and as they houſe them 
in the winter, they raiſe large quantities of 
dung, which ought to enſure a much better 
huſbandry than theirs. I paſſed a ſmall farm, 
near St. Poltu, that was cut out of a waſte, 
and to appearance a barren common, on the 

fide of a large hill, diſpoſed into ten fields by 
beautiful quick hedges, which put me in 
mind of the beſt cultivated part of England: 
the incloſures riſing one above another, on 
the fide of the hill, were ſeen diſtinctly from 
the road; they were covered with various 
crops, which appeared much ſuperior to 
thoſe of the cultivated parts of the country 
] had paſſed; the houſe was ſmall but ex- 
tremely neat. As ſoon as I had looked atten- 
tively 
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tively at this very agreeable fight I was go- 
ing to make up to it; but recollecting that 

I ſhould be in the dark, I determined to go 
on to the ſtage, and come next morning to 
view that farm, which ſeemed a creation in 
the midſt of a deſart. 
1 accordingly put my intention in execution 

the morning of the 2d, and returned about 
three miles to the place, and aſking for the 

maſter of it, he appeared immediately; a fine 
tall, open-countenanced ſoldier, in an old ſuit 
of regimentals. I deſired to fee his farm, up- 
on which he very readily walked with me in- 
to it. I went through all the ten incloſures ; 
the hedges were regularly planted, and had 
each of them a ditch ; the gates were all in 
good order, and every thing carried an ap- 
pearance of neatneſs, moſt uncommon in 
Germany. He had three meadows, each of 
them watered by a ſmall ſtream he had brought 
from the hill above his farm; it filled a little 
pond for watering the cattle, and might be 


over all of the fields for manuring 
them, which he practiſes in winter and ſpring. | 

He had a field of wheat, another of barley, _ 
two of clover, and three of turneps and cab- 
bages; and his fields were all much of the 
ſame ſize, being each about fix Engliſh acres, 


T π,̃ he grow on ku Rn 
— — — 


conducted at pleaſure, in the proper ſeaſon, 
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for cleaning the land ; ſucceeded them with 
barley, and then took clover, upon which he 
ſows his wheat. This huſbandry, which 
nearly reſembles the beſt of Flanders, ſur- 
prized me in the midſt of Auſtria, where no- 
thing of the kind is to be found. He keeps a 
dairy of cows, a ſmall flock of ſheep on the 
neighbeuring waſte, and oxen for ploughing 
andcarting ; he houſes all hiscattle in winter; 
his ſheep every night in ſheep houſes ; and 
Etters every thing well with fern, which he 
cuts upon the waſte. He is extremely at- 
tentive to raiſing large quantities of dung, 
which he manages by keeping as many cattle 
as he poſſibly can, and by mixing turf and 
virgin earth with his dung as the cattle make 
it all winter long; by this means he is en- 
abled to manure threefields, or eighteen acres, 
very richly every year; but what gives a virtue 
to his dunghill ſuperior to any thing elſe, is 
his bringing all the human ordure away from 
the little town of Poltu, for which ſome of 
the inhabitants, ignorant of ns value, give a 
trifle for taking it away: he 1s at the 
of cleaning all the neceſſaries there, and of 
carting it to his farm: he mixes it up with 
his dung and virgin earth, and aſſures me that 
it forms the richeſt compoſt in the world: all 
the manure he raiſes in this manner being ap- 
plicd to his turnep and cabbage grounds, he 
—— — JN 
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gets prodigious cropsof thoſe vegetables; and 
remarked that they were kept perfectly free 
from weeds by — kis © —_ are all 
Planted in regular rows on ridges, and 
ſpaces between the rows ploughed ſeveral 
times while growing, as well to kill the weeds 
as to keep. the land in good tillage; all which 
| to me to be an excellent ſyſtem. 
His crops of wheat yield four quarters an 
acre; his barley five ; his clover gives four 
tons of hay at two mowings; and his turneps 
and cabbages maintain a vaſt flock: an acre 
of the former he reckons ſufficient to winter- 
feed two oxen or cows; one of cabbages will 
winter three or four; but the ey ne of 
them are higher. All theſe crops, I ſuppoſe, 
are equal to the eee 
land. ee 22:34 
Upon returning to his houſe he gave me 
his hiſtory. He was a corporal in 2 regiment 
of foot, quartered during fix years i 
and Brabant, where, as bebe always a ſtrong 
bent towards huſbandry, he remarked very ; 
minutely their practices, and often worked in 
the fields for Flemiſh farmers. Upon the war 
breaking out with the king of Pruſſia he was 
early in that ſervice, and made a ſerjeant, i in 
which capacity he behaved fo much to Mar- 
ſhal Daun's ſatis faction at the battleof Hock- 
chirken, in ſightof him, that he gave him pro- 
5 2 3 miſes 
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miſes upon the ſpot of promotion; theſe 
were not thought of afterwards, till being re- 
preſented by another perſon to the Empreſs 
Queen, and allowed by Count Daun, ſhe 
perſonally aſked him, in the preſence of the 
whole court, if he had any particular requeſt 
to make: upon which he aſked his diſcharge, 
and a piece of this waſte to cultivate, being 
| born in the pariſh. It was granted at once; 
and further, his ſovereign built him the 
| houſe and offices directly, and gave him an 
hundred pounds to ſtock the farm with. 
With thas ſmall | he went to work 
directly, and in nine years has raiſed every 
thing to the ſtate I ſaw. His induſtry is un- 


| bounded: though a continued ſucceſs has at- 
tended all his undertakings, and his crops 


prove as fine as poſſible, bringing him in large | 


ſums of money, yet he continues towork with 
the ſarhe ſeverity as ever, and does much the 
greateſt part of all the buſineſs of his farm 
with his own hands; he has a fon about 
' twenty-five who executes the reſt. The Em- 

preſs has been twice to ſee him, and expreſſed 


the higheſt approbation of his conduct, and 


5 made him a handſome preſent. His methods 


have been 


put in execution, under his own 
direction, upon the eſtates of two noblemen 
in the neighbourhood, and with good ſuc- 

de; 
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ceſs; fo that this worthy ſoldier is like to be 
of more benefit to his country than half a 
dozen generals; and ſhews that nothing is of 
more importance than to eſtabliſh ſuch ex- 
r a domi- 
: for although they may ſpread ſlowly, 
yet they certainly will ſpread, and that they 
cannot do without being of very great pub- 
lic benefit. 
Buy night I reached a little town called 
Munſbery, being half way to Lintz, at the 
diſtance of thirty miles from Poltu, through 
a country that is cultivated in a very different 
manner from the ſoldier's farm I had left, 
whoſe name (by the way} is Picco. The 
crops are in general bad and very full of 
weeds; and they ſeem to plough the ſoil very 
badly, although their ploughs are drawn by 
fix oxen, and they have two men, or a man 
and alad, to drive them, with another man to 
hold the plough: it is evident from this that 
the price of labour is low, or the farmer, that 
is the nobility, could not allow ſuch a ſuper- 


pay, fuch inſtances will be very common ; 
but the whole ſyſtem makes a very different 
figure from my friend Picco's, whoſe farm is 
a contraſt to the whole archduchy. They 
cultivate many hops, ſaffron, and vines, and 
—_ - 


tel 


fluity of hands; but while the time of the 
peaſants belongs to their lords, without any 
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theſe articles exhauſt all their lands ap 
to common huſbandry of the — which 
they ought to have, without yielding a return 
he did not cultivate theſe articles, affured me 
that none of them equalled common crops in 
profit, provided the latter were managed in 
the manner they ought to be;-and of this I 
ought to have no doubt, for all theſe uncom- 
mon articles require a great deal of attention, 
and an infinity of labour, eſpecially vines, 
while the produce is of fuch a bad fort that 
the returns are inconſiderable. Near Lintzthe 
country improves much, being in itſelf finely 
variegated with hills and dales, wood and 
water; it is alſo better cultivated : there is 
a very little waſte land, and many ſeats of the 
nobility are ſcattered about it, attracted, Ifap- 
poſe, by the agreeableneſs of the country. 
Lintz is extremely well fituated on the 
banks of the Danube: it is ſmall, well built, 
and a neat place; the ſtreets well paved, and 


in an unuſual manner, is the materials of 
which they are raiſed, being a white ſtone 
that preſerves its colour. The market-place 
is large and handſome, and is adorned with 

two fountains. The Empreſs has a palace 
here, well furniſhed, which from an high ſi- 
tuation overlooks the courſe of the Danube 

4 as | very 


kept very clean. What ſets off the buildings 
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very beautifully: ſhe uſed to come here often, 
but has not of late years. The Jeſuits college 
is one of the beſt buildings in the place, and 
the library has the reputation of being re- 
markably well choſen. This place is the 
capital of Upper Auſtria, for the tate am. 
ble no where elſe. Por its fize, it is very po- 
pulous, which is owing to ſome manufac- 
tures they have that are flouriſhing, particu- 
larly that of woollen goods, and of filk and 
worſted; alſogun-barrels, for whi 
famous. The wool they work up is that of 
Auſtria, and much comes from Bohemia; all 
the fabricks employ 6, or 700 hands. 
The 5th I got to Newberg in Bavaria, the 
diſtance forty miles. This kne of country is 
all very agreeable, from the inequalities of 
the ground, and. its open groves, with many 
rivers; nor is it wanting in numerous little 
towns and villages, the neighbourhood of the 
Danube drawing many inhabitants, by the 
conſtant trade carried on upon it; and by the 
numerous boats, barges, floops, &c. which 
paſs and repaſs upon all forts of buſineſs. 1 
obſerved hops, ſaffron, and vines were com- 
mon culture, and ſome flax, which is made 
into coarſe linens in the neighbouring towns. 
Newberg is a little place, but very well built, 
and remarkably clean. The Elector Palatine 
15 ſovereign of the duchy, of which it is the 
capital; 
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capital; and has a ſmall palace here, which 
however contains nothing worth ſeeing. The 
Jeſuits church 1s the beſt public edifice in the 
place. The only trade of Newberg is wine, 
but very little of it is good; ſeveral forts are 

fold fo cheap as three halfpence a quart. 
The 6th I reached Muldorf, the diſtance 
fifty miles, through avery fine, populous, and 
well cultivated country being part of the 
Electorate of Bavaria. There ſeems through 
this line of country, to be more induſtry, ac- 
tivity and happineſs, than in any I had paſſed 
for a long while; and yet the nts are in 
a ſtate of villainage as well as elſewhere, but 
they are treated in a kinder manner, have 
more property and better houſes ; and many 
of them are alſo farmers, who by induſtry and 
frugality have ſaved money, and find out the 
means of diſpoſing of it to good advantage. 
Much of this country is encloſed, than which 
there cannot be any improvement of fo much 
conſequence; and the preſent Elector has 
22 
all whoencloſe their farms, as well as exem - 
ing them from antient cuſtoms and rights, 

— "which were extremely injurious to open lands. 
There are many vineyards in this country, 
and the wine is better than that of Auſtria. 
Sheep ſeem to be a principal article in their 
huſbandry; they — and of 
l 
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2 better breed than common; which I am 
told was originally owing to procuring ſou 
rams from Flanders. They yield large fleeces, 
and there are many manufactories for work- 
ing up the the wool, which receive great en- 
couragement from the government. Every 
farm of any fize, (that is, every diviſion of 
an eſtate that is under a diſtinct ſteward or 
dailiff) has a large ſheep-houſe, with a roof, 
but open on one ſide to the ſouth; in this 
houſe they fold their ſheep every night the 
whole year round, and depend on it princt- 
pally for manuring their lands : when they 
begin to fold, they ſpread over the floor light 
Virgin ſoil, turf, ſand, or peat earth, and fold 
upon it till it is very moiſt and dirty; then 
they make a freſh layer, and fo go on; but to 
every eighteen inches of depth, (for they re- 
move the heap but once a year) they litter 
with ſtraw; and in extreme wet or 
weather they do the ſame. This is upon the 
whole an excellent ſyſtem for raifing manure, 
and is a Flemiſh cuſtom, though with one 
or two variations: but I ſhould think the 
ſheep lying upon ſuch a dunghill would be 
_ prejudicial to their health; however, the Bava=- 
rians aſſert the contrary, and fay that the health 
of the animal does not ſuffer in the leaſt; and 
that the wool is much better than it would be 
if the * were expoſed to the weather. 
Muldorf 
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and regularly fortified, þut is not a place of 
any great ſtrength ; the ſtreets are broad, ſtrait, 
and well built, and the market-place ſpacious, 
and ſurrounded with ſeveral buildings that 
are a great ornament to ĩt. There are ſeve- 
ral churches and convents, but none that 
contain any thing remarkable. 
a The 7th I got to Munich, the diftance ſe- 
ven and thirty miles, and the country agree 
able and well cultivated: there are many 
more nobility who reſide conſtantly on their 
lands in this country, than in any I have ſeen 
in Germany; and to this I attribute the ad- 
vantage of the ſuperior cultivation : for as the 
nobles are the farmers, it is no wonder that 
eſtates there are managed better under the 
maſter's eye than in his abſence. Although 
there are not many of them that are profi- 
cients in agriculture, yet a life paſſed in the 
midſt of its buſineſs, muſt yield a greater 
ledge of its circumſtances than one 


know 
which is entirely employed in the parade of 
a court. Beſides, there can be little doubt 
but the nobles themſelves treat their peaſants. 
better than the race of bailiffs, agents, &c. 
who uſually oppreſs and ſqueeze them the 
more, in order to have the better opportunity 
of enriching themſelves; and I find it evident, 
wherever I have been in Germany, that the 

landlords 
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landlords are the richeſt, and their eſtates the 
beſt cultivated, where the peaſants are allowed 
ſome degree of liberty and property. The 
happier that race of people, the better for the 
— the latter will not in all caſes be 
brought to believe this, but 9 admits 
of clearer proof. 

Their corn through this track of country 
looked very well; and I obſerved particularly, 
that their fallows intended for next year were 
well ploug and clean; whereas they are 
full of weeds in many parts of Germany, and 
made ſuch pf A nay had ſeen in 
_ Auſtria, The foil here is a rich loam, with 
ſome light tracks: they plough chiefly with 
oxen, They fallow their lands for wheat, 
and then ſow barley; after the barley, they 
take peaſe or buck-wheat, and then t 
or cabbages; but they do not ſow any . 
which the Auſtrian ſoldier, and all Flanders 
and Brabant, find fo profitable. Wheat yields 
two quarters and an halt per acre, barley 
three, and buck-wheat four; and their tur 
neps and cabbages are applied to feeding their 
cattle and ſheep; but all are houſed in winter. 
Munich I think, without exception, is the 
fineſt city in Germany; Dreſden, while in ity 
— I am told ſurpaſſed it; and ſome 
parts of Berlin are very beautiful, but, all 


things conſidered, they now yield to this place. 
| . k 
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It is ſituated on the river Iſer, which dividing 
into ſeveral channels, waters all parts of the 
town: ſo that little ſtreams run thro many 
of the ſtreets, confined in ſtone channels, 
which have amoſt clean and agreeable effect. 
The ſtreets, ſquares, and courts are ſpacious 
and airy, which ſet off all the buildings 
much, and make them appear finer than 
others much more coſtly in other cities. The 


— as ſtrait, that many 
of them interſeQ each other at right-angles, 


and are very broad, and extremely well built. 


There are fixteen churches and monaſteries 
in it, many of them very handſome ediſices; 
theſe, with the electoral palace, and other 
public buildings, take up near half the city, 
ſo that it may eaſily be ſuppoſed the place is 
in general very well built. 

The principal of all theſe public edifices 
is the electoral palace, which is rather a con- 
veniĩent than an elegant building. It is very 

large, having four courts in it, and all of them 
large; but there is a want of finiſhing in the 
- Infides of all the places in Germany that can- 
not fail diſguſting an Engliſhman, who has 
been uſed to fee the houſes of the nobility in 
his own country finiſhed to the garrets as 
compleatly as a ſnuff- box; and certainly ĩt is a 
moſt agreeable circumſtance. In the palace of 
Munich the fineſt room, which is the grand 

-”, -—_ 
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ball, being an hundred and eighteen feet 
long by fifty two broad, 1s open to the roof, 
ſo as entirely to deſtroy the effect which would 
reſult from ſuch a ſize if finiſhed: birds fly 
about it as in a barn, and drop their fa- 
vours on the heads of the company as they 

| paſs: I have in Germany ſeen many inſtances 
of unfiniſhing equal to this. There 1s a great 
- of marble in the ſeveral apartments, 
5 but it is not wrought in an agreeable manner. 
The furniture is in general old; it has been 
very rich, but has nothing in it ſtriking; nor 
is the collection of ir” Aug comparable to 
many others in Germany. The Muſeum is 
well filled with many curioſities; of which, 
as Keyſler gives a liſt, I ſhall ſay no more of 
them. The Jeſuits college is among the fineſt 
buildings belonging to the church: it is very 
ſpacious. The great church, and the Franciſ- 
cans monaſtery, are alſo worth ſeeing; the 
latter order is poſſeſſed of very great revenues. 
Several palaces of the nobility make a very 
good figure, and the town-houſe is better 
than many I have ſeen. The number of in- 
habirants is computed at fifty thouſand. 
The palaces moft worth ſeeing are the E- 
lector's country ones of Sleiſheim and Nym- 
phenburg, near Munich. Sleiſheim is a fine 
building, and much better finiſhed than that 
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of Munich; the portico ſupported by marble 
Pillars is fine: in the apartments, which are 
furniſhed in an agreeable manner, is a very 
good collection of pictures, but they are 

chiefly by Flemiſh maſters. N 
exhibits a German - taſte of 4 
perfection, the Bavarians . 
the {neſt in the empire; the fituation, wood, 
and water would admit of ſomething beauti- 


ful, but here is nothing but the old-faſhioned 
fountains, ſtatues, monſters, &c. 


It is thought by moſt perſons at Munich, 
as well as in other parts of Germany, that 
the clectorate of Bavaria has thoroughly re- 
cered the miſchiefs it fuffered in the war 
0 1744, and is now as rich and as populous 

a er. The electoral revenues are reckoned 
tc ount to fix hundred thouſand pounds a 
yer, and are improving: the ſtanding army 
cœi liſts of eleven thouſand foot, and three 
thouſand horſe; but the Bavarians ſay, their 
prince could bring forty thouſand men into 
the field: however, it is certain, that if he 
could bring them there, he could not main- 
tain them, without their being in the pay of 
— forcizners. While the houſe of Bavaria con- 

tinues on good terms with that of Auſtria, 

' thereisno danger of its ſuffering by the elec- 
torate being again made the ſeat of war, 
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